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RAJYA SABHA

Friday, the 23rd August, 2013/1 Bhadra, 1935 (Saka)
The House met at eleven of the clock,

MR. CHAIRMAN, in the Chair
REFERENCE BY THE CHAIR
Killing of Dr. Narendra Dabholkar

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, I refer with profound sorrow to the killing
of Dr. Narendra Dabholkar, a noted social activist, on 20th August, 2013, in Pune,

Maharashtra.

A doctor by profession, Dr. Dabholkar served as a medical practitioner before
dedicating his life to the cause of social welfare. He took up several social issues as
his life’s mission like ‘One Village One Drinking Water Well’, eradication of

superstition, stopping water pollution and animal sacrifice.

Dr. Dabholkar founded the ‘Committee for Eradication of Superstition in
Maharashtra’ and vigorously campaigned for it. He was the founder member of a
Rehabilitation Centre in Satara, Maharashtra. He also served as Vice- President of
the Federation of Indian Rationalist Associations (FIRA) and was the editor of a

renowned Marathi Weekly, ‘Sadhana’.

In the passing away of Dr. Narendra Dabholkar, the country has lost a noted

social worker.

We deeply mourn the passing away of Dr. Narendra Dabholkar.
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I request Members to rise in their places and observe silence as a mark of

respect to the memory of the departed.
(Hon. Members then stood in silence for one minute.)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Secretary-General will convey to the members of the

bereaved family our sense of profound sorrow and deep sympathy.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Question 201. ...(Interruptions)...
sft ot 3MaR MR (fEm): WX, #ERTg # I® ®1 ' ET T2 ..(HAUH)...
SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI (Gujarat): Sir, ....(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question 201. ...(Interruptions)... @il 98 WEY, 9 VI
..(a@agH)... That is a Zero Hour matter. We have admitted your issue in the Zero

Hour. ...(Interruptions)...

sft orelt MR SNIRT: WX, .(AYM).. WERTSE H Udh oSl SFfeRe & 1Y

...(CTET)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, no. We will take it up in the Zero Hour. Look, if we
start mentioning all the Zero Hour matters now, we are cutting into the Question
Hour time. It has been admitted. It has been announced in the morning meeting.
...(Interruptions).. It will be taken up. Now, question 201, Mr. Sabir All. Yes, let the

question be answered.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
Deletion of names from Voters’ List in Delhi

*201. SHRI SABIR ALI: Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased

to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that names of 14 lakh voters have been taken off the
Voters’ List in Delhi;

(b) if so, the details thereof;
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(c) the precautions taken to ensure that the names of genuine voters are

not deleted; and

(d) the details of the persons who have represented against deletion of their

names and the action taken thereon?

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) to (d) A

Statement is laid on the Table of the House.
Statement

(@) Yes, Sir. 13.58 lakh voters were deleted from the voters list after

conducting House to House survey and following due process of law.

(b) On the direction of the Election Commission, a House to House survey
was conducted in the month of July-August, 2012 to identify voters enrolled in the
voter list who were reported to have either shifted, expired or replicated (whose
names appeared more than once in the electoral roll either in the same constituency
or in different constituency). On the basis of House to House survey conducted by
Booth Level Officers 15,58,229 voters were found to have either shifted, expired or

replicated as per details given below:
Shifted - 13,38,970
Expired - 1,36,054
Replicated - 36, 205

(e) As per the information furnished by the Election Commission, following

are the precautions taken by it so that the names of genuine voters are not deleted:-

1. Notice under section 22 of the Representation of the People Act, 1950
was issued to all 15,58,229 identified voters during the House to House
survey who have either shifted/expired/replicated to give them due
opportunity and to represent against the proposed deletion of their

names from the voters list.

2. The list of these identified persons was also posted on the website of
Chief Electoral Officer, Delhi i.e. www.ceodelhi.nic.in for information of

general public.

3
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3. Information to the general public was also provided through print media

about proposed deletions of identified names from the voter list.

4. The list containing the names of persons identified for proposed
deletion on the basis of House to House survey was also shared with

all the national recognized political parties.

5. The process of deletion was also monitored (by way of sample
checking) at various levels i.e. District Election Officer level, SDM
(Election) level and Chief Electoral Officer’s office (HQ) level to ascertain
that due procedure, were followed by the Electoral Registration Officers
(EROs) and due opportunities were given to voters concerned before

deletion.

6. After proposed deletion of such voters in the electoral roll, all such
voters whose names have been deleted were again intimated by the
EROs concerned, informing them that their names have been deleted
from the electoral roll and that if they are aggrieved with the decision,
they can file an appeal/representation to the District Election Officer as

per provisions under Rule 23 of Registration of Electors Rules, 1960.

(d) Out of the total electors numbering 15,58,229 who were issued notices for
deletions on the above said grounds, the names of 1,99,989 electors were not
deleted i.e. were retained as they appeared before the EROs in person or through
their representatives or the EROs were satisfied that their names were not fit to be

deleted.

Y wifex sl wuofa a8y, ¥ RwE <@ iR sfes & ) <@ &1 ol
s aF 4 B$ sa ® & H w® gl

W, 3 T el § v F_Is, 12 a9 ded © S A Ale 14 drg ded
P AW feefle &) fd MW & A a9 10 WRAe died & W fSefle R fay v
g aw Mt 5 Refic v Ry T ofifvw 4 36 x| g a8 Feq # B RBEw
T T fF ST oA S 9w died feve A omar W fufed fR¥ W wed € ¥ 9
dH €, Wl WIgHRE | g1 ¥E aid H IEERul IR JAl b R W PE BT g
I Eel AHed H fEellv weT g% 8, Sl W WReR fbeciad & Al @l
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IMETEl &1 WX, Uh TEAERY b AR R H IUs HEgH F HAl S Bl g dAredr
g & gar e oiwel HiIguEl 2 g8 $ died foRe H @I UH oI, 20
TR 9 UH G, 60 BOR % dF dled & A Tl I W 40 BUR dled gl
T, @ sEd GY w1 WY §? R OWRGR 4 39 Ugd HMl 39 WX UBd @l %
SitoAam feele foy s € @ RE @ @1 fefem fean sar 2.

st wwmafr. My et gfov|

M AR o/t W), AT Ha ¥ ¢ P AMer gga WER B .(FEEm)..

st @i, sMu WAt g liful

sft AR el S99 <U & B ARG ® TS & dic 7 B TH B SR AT
SAGT I UE] BF ¥, I® I8 39 oW b A W &5 # ' AR VWA IE TP
B o g (caae)...

st Ry o el ware gyl

o WfeR sl W), # ofud weEH | AMAE WAl S W g wEdr g (@
dicd fore 9 96 9 8CW Y R ST Wel WHCH H, @l 10 '9R 9
SAET e}l ¥ AW dled fowe 9 feelle fau g, Se fow WReR W @ @ed

SSTT?

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Mr. Chairman, Sir, I just want to tell the distinguished
Member that this is done under specific provisions of the Representation of the
People Act, Section 22 and Section 24. In terms of Section 22 of the Representation
of the People Act, a person’s name can only be deleted after notice is given. There
is a very detailed procedure under the Act in terms of which ultimately, at the time
when a name is sought to be deleted, an opportunity is given. There are public
advertisements, there are advertisements in newspapers and it is put on the website.
Not only that, all those names that are sought to be deleted are given to all the
political parties. So, every political party has a list of names in the constituencies
which are likely to be deleted and political parties are also given an opportunity;
they are given an opportunity to be heard as well. And this entire exercise is not

done by the Government. In fact, the Government has nothing to do with it. It is an
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exercise that is done by the Election Commission. If anybody has a grievance, there
is actually a right of appeal provided. That right of appeal is provided in Section 24,
which says that an appeal shall lie within such time and in such manner to the
District Magistrate or the Additional District Magistrate or the Executive Magistrate
or the District Collector from any order of the Electoral Registration Officer under
section 22 of the Act. So, there is notice, there is an appeal provision, the exercise is
done by giving notices on the website, and I think there is a detailed procedure
which the Election Commission follows. And if there is any grievance, I think the
Election Commission can be moved and told that these names have been wrongly

deleted.

Sir, I have been actually looking in Delhi. The distinguished Member has
mentioned about a particular constituency, but I was looking at the constituencies in
Delhi and I find that almost in all constituencies similar number of names have been
deleted. For example, in North-West Delhi, the total is 1,47,000, in North-East, it is
1,63,000, in South, it is 1,59,000, in Central, it is 1,31,000, in South-West, it is 1,23,000,
in East, it is 1,62,000, in West, it is 1,53,000, in North again it is 1,31,000 and in
New Delhi it is 1,85,000. In fact, in New Delhi it is the most and the total number of
names that are deleted is 13 lakhs out of the 15 lakhs that were sought to be
deleted.

#t AR ol W) 7 Fgd oYl dXE W AUl |l Bl . (EEH)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Minister, please.
M W TR Y@ W, T R A L 7 .(FaE)...

M AR sl W), # Ul ad U9 ol g, SEH A&l S} BN B
S’d A8l g1 It is a human error, 99 d= T S, § S § & d@elv & <&

gl .(TEEE).. W), § que AgH | G A S| gedr @redar g, H#e S |
TS opew o § ok TR gawE e ¥ st # AW smex oo
MR X@ fear war g1 S Sde femn wam B, # wuwar g fé Swar 3R
ARAAHA BT PE GRGX qP Ad Rl gl geM Rgaew § oam fmm R sk

* Withdrawn by Hon. Member.
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FEl & Wil e Sfeie W Bl 98 U gawie A H W it eR ownn g
MR 8 BIR 3R 35 BIR &I ol YA 8, MR A 3ffbs HAl Sl & AR AH
g, @ ¥E UR™E A6l demferd B Goedl B, W) demfer Bl 8 Adhdl ®

..(CTATET)...

Y wumfer eudT At w82

off AfaR oell, WX, I¥ WO9 s Wed H O fEwr M ® R W =M ®El

fr oifermRe AWl constituencies # o/ & fSeisM ®1 SFR IR BOIR, WA BOIR,

M6 BOR, Ud 8ok 3R =mefi 89k 9¥ &, 3R g1 ¥g dodfery © fo ax

BOR R Ud B9k A Wh & ¥ (GE)...
st wvmafcr. su Hardr gy Tl

st |fex 3relt W, 39 ¥ed ® S fear Wiw 8k SR 98 a9 WEl T &l

dql sHH MUBT WA BT ..(E). .

st |umafer oMy S # el Wige ASe BT

sft WfR areft: W, ¥ 70 constituencies & s W UM § 3R ITH S
feefler 8¢ €, ST 8 SWE & fSoiled d S-emad E @1 wd gl wAl S A
fl URfioR @1 91d FE B, 9@ TP NG IMEHl TP dlc &b Y SETed A SR
g T8 T dear 2, I@id TRl I@ Wahdr ¥ SHdl Sadl ddd T8l Bk 2
W wWegd I8 2 b ol db B ami &1 9M fSelle fear w8, w1 WReR
AU TNB W TARME BHIYE F Y GHGI gAY SHhl A Siled & fv @iy
UGS A1 Hlg ARIBT SUATGI?

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Sir, I would like to mention on the floor of the House
that it would be entirely inappropriate for the Government to start coordinating with
the Election Commission on who is an elector and who is not an elector. In fact, it
will amount to interference by the Government in an institution which is given
independence under the Constitution. I don’t think that we should even attempt to
do that. However, I just want to also clarify that the deletion of names comes under
three categories. For example, if a person has shifted his residence from one
Assembly constituency to another, his name will be deleted. He will still be there,

but he will be an elector in another constituency. Or, that his name is replicated. He



8 Oral Answers [RATYA SABHA] to Questions

may shift his residence, but the name in the electoral roll remains in the old
constituency and it entered in the new constituency. So, one of them will have to be
cancelled. And the third case is when he is expired. These are the only three
categories under which the names are actually deleted. So, if there is any individual
grievance, I think, the distinguished Member should ask those who are aggrieved to
actually move the Election Commission and point out the deficiency. May I also
point out that they are otherwise also entitled to go to the Electoral Registration
Officer and say, “Register us”? Assuming their name is deleted, it does not prevent
them from getting registered. They can go to the Electoral Registration Officer and
ask for registration. May I inform the Member, through you, Sir, that there are
6,44,105 members who have asked for being included in the electoral roll between
5th of July and the 2nd of August? As you know, the electoral roll is being brought
up to date. That is a dynamic continuous exercise. It is frozen as of first of any
given year. Throughout the year, the electoral roll keeps on changing. So, if those
individuals whose names have been wrongly deleted, they can still go to the
Electoral Registration Officer and say, ‘“Please include us. This is our address. We

live here. You wrongly deleted it”, and that dynamic list will be corrected.

#Y evfg v RRET W), A omue mWiemE 9 HAl S @1 SR gAE smanT &
th g @1 R &M WU FRAT Awear g1 ol 2011 B SRl @ Ud
NIfgSTa Al AFE S § SR 2012 96 e dred foRe A oM w1 fiwell @l
oI oH OB, SEH W foe ok ded foe W 7 wdEe @ @R 7, I®
STMGRI H oo R8T Tl AR, 18 W 24 WA B A b AN 50 URRIG AN BT
IVRETE BT ol A/l 8, ¥ g N B S gAad fra e g, S9d
SHSRT A o RET w1 H omuy wemw | WA St @ ge @mear § 5 w®nm g
RN Pl Uh Wure, #A1 S 9 |@el ®el & ona o wifgew € & amu SmeR
JOY AWM H IIRGAT PRI AH B, IVMGIE PR GHd 7, F A AR I TS
Ay o fgem & U T Aomd IRRLIE TRIde $RET gdaem? Ig wxT
wiafeed oo 2l

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: I am sure that there are already provisions under the Act
and I am sure if the distinguished Member and those who are aggrieved move the
Election Commission, ways will be devised by the Election Commission to ensure

that dynamic list is updated as of January 1, 2014.
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SHRI SHANTARAM NAIK: Sir, the Election Commission arbitrarily deletes
names from the electoral rolls. We have seen it in cases of persons who are working
in Gulf countries for one year or one-and-a-half years or who are on board a ship,
where they don’t have permanent residence. Their names were deleted because they
were found absent in their respective houses. And, the Election Commission made
the House to pass an amendment to restore their voting rights when it was not
absolutely necessary. The Election Commission could have been approached by the
Government and could have been told that you are interpreting the provisions

wrongly. They do not cease to be the ordinary residents of their respective houses.
MR. CHAIRMAN: What is the question?

SHRI SHANTARAM NAIK: Sir, it took three years for the House to pass the
amendment to give them their valuable voting right. Why is this procedure adopted?
Why could not the Government of India convince the Election Commission that it

was doing a wrong thing?

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Sir, it is not the task of the Government of India to start
convincing the Election Commission. It is the Election Commission that decides it.
And T am very happy that the House passed that resolution to ensure that those

names are included in the electoral rolls.

Mt I MU Aee AW, 8 Hare AaerEr gEr 3 9M delete fRT S A
ddftg €1 # " #E St & o' A aen mean g fe sl aR s Aderarn
A UG BH b 9g fElEd & owWd SR OUeY H O goiAl SE oWl W fE
qqeml W@ 4l Sl A Al S ®el T e fesfen e e S aifen
fore & 2 o, SEH O WEY ¥ S9er A delete w) fewm W ¥ a8l
qaerareil & AW gSl A d U9 delete wx faw Mgl H @ oSt @ Seen a@mEan
g & 39 &1 315 qEEE 27 W9 oM #aerr gEl WisAd g SR SEH dls dw
TEl fear S owedr, A @ Bz Refm A GuEfen ifber d W@l @ dga
e fSfoes o @ iR #acrdr & #dem @ dRd e <2 39 9EEl @l

IWHR & U w® T 87

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Sir, I think the distinguished Member has asked a very

important question. I am aware of the fact that sometimes when the voter goes to
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vote—and his name is in the electoral roll that he possesses—he finds there that his
name has been deleted and so the officer does not allow him to vote, and that is a
matter of great concern. Several names actually have been found en masse deleted
and I am aware of this fact. That is a problem and, I think, we must address that and
we must inform the Election Commission, and we will do so. But now I think this
problem is more or less resolved because now in Delhi-I have got data only for
Delhi—99 per cent of the electors have a photo identity card. Against the voters’ list,
there is a photo identity card and that then resolves most of these issues. Because

once you have a photo identity card, nobody can say no to you. ...(Interruptions)...

sft Rer spmETer R oft w @} qd €
MR. CHAIRMAN: One minute. ...(Interruptions)... 8 S8y, 98 SMsY|

st YW MUl T bg d © fb e T died fore d A @

...(STET)...
SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: I agree. ...(Interruptions)...

st wga Oqdet W), Agsfed! @S & grEc[g dle A8l STe ad |

...(CTTEIT)...

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: But that is something ...(Interruptions)... That is an
issue that we must address ...(Interruptions)... The Commission must address that
issue. And I will certainly inform the Commission that this is the sentiment of
distinguished Members and some procedure should be adopted, so that at the last
minute it should not be changed and, if it is changed, reasons must be provided as

to why it has been changed.

SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL: Sir, it is a very important point. ...(Interruptions)... It is

a very small point. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: I am sorry. ...(Interruptions)... We have finished with three

supplementary questions. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL.: Sir, it is a 50-year old law ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: That is a separate matter altogether. ...(Interruptions)... No.
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...(Interruptions)... Mr. Goyal, please. ...(Interruptions)... No. ...(Interruptions)... This

is not the issue at the moment. ...(Interruptions)... No. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL: A proposal is given to the Government by the Election

Commission. They are not acting on it.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Take it separately with the hon. Minister.
Storage capacity of FCI

#*202. SHRI NARESH GUJRAL: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) the total covered storage capacity of foodgrains in the country

belonging to or hired by the Food Corporation of India (FCI) as on 30th June, 2013;
(b) the additional storage capacity being planned by FCI for 2013-14; and

(¢) the funds sanctioned by Government/Planning Commission for

additional storage capacity of foodgrains in the country in 2013-14, State-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROE. K.V. THOMAS): (a) to (c) A statement

is laid on the Table of the House.
Statement

(a) The total covered storage capacity for foodgrains available with FCI
both owned and hired was 355.19 lakh MTs (Owned 129.96 LMT and Hired 225.23
LMT) as on 30.06.2013.

(b) For creation of additional storage capacity in the country, Government
of India/ FCI has formulated a scheme called Private Entrepreneurs Guarantee (PEG)
Scheme for guaranteed hiring by FCI. In the year 2013-14, against target of 60 Lakh
MT capacity creation under PEG Scheme, 3.36 lakh MT has been completed upto
July 2013. FCI's owned storage capacity created under PLAN Scheme is to be
increased by 73,260 MT (53,260 MT in North-East areas and 20,000 MT in areas
other than NE) during the year 2013-14.
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(¢) Under Plan Scheme, the Budget allocation by the Ministry of CAF and
PD for construction of godowns in the year 2013-14 is Rs. 45 crores (Rs. 42 crore for

NE and Rs. 3 crore for areas other than NE).

SHRI NARESH GUJRAL: Sir, the Government is very keen to usher in the
Food Security Bill, which will provide food to 70 per cent of India’s population. But,
unfortunately, it seems that they are in such a hurry to garner votes that no

attention is being paid for the infrastructure.

Sir, to provide food security to our people, you need to have storage facility
in the country. It is a matter of regret that as on Ist July of this year, in Punjab
alone, twelve-and-a-half million tonnes of foodgrains were lying in the open, what
they call CAP, and another six million was lying in Haryana outside in the open. In
Punjab, out of that twelve-and-a-half million tonnes, two-and-a-half millions were not
just lying in the open, but it was not even on CAP, it was just lying in the field.
Obviously, it will rot. I just want to quote for a minute what the CAG has to say on
this. He says, “Internal audit and physical verification conducted by the FCI was

largely inadequate.”
MR. CHAIRMAN: What is the question?

SHRI NARESH GUIJRAL: Sir, I am coming to my question. If we have to feed
our people there has to be storage facility. The hon. Minister in reply to my
question says that only six million tonnes storage capacity would be added this
year. It is completely illogical when just in two States 182 million tonnes of wheat is
lying in the open, why is the Government only going to construct or hire storage
capacity for 6 million tonnes during this year? My question is: Today, what is the
total food stock in the country; and how much is lying under cover; and how much

is lying in the open?

PROF. K.V. THOMAS: Sir, when the Food Security Bill is going to be
implemented, what we need is 62 million tonnes of foodgrains per year. Last year we
have procured around 82 million tonnes of foodgrains. Our transportation and
storage loss was less than 0.07 per cent. Sir, five years back our storage capacity

was to the extent of 55 million tonnes. Now it has gone up to 74 million tonnes. It is
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true that some quantity is being kept in CAP and katcha storage. Sir, CAP storage is
a scientific storage for wheat and not for rice. Rice is always kept under cover. Even
in major wheat producing countries a large quantity of wheat is kept in CAP covered
and filled. What the hon. Member said was about the katcha storage. Because of the
huge procurement during the season, we have to keep some quantity in the katcha
storage. But first we will evacuate the quantity from the katcha storage. For example,
in Punjab, the opening balance of low quality wheat was to the tune of 5,95,407
tonnes as on 1-6-2013. After evacuation it has now come to 2.95 lakh tonnes. So,
this is the usual procedure that takes place. It is a seasonal thing. In two or three
weeks some large quantities come. The States of Punjab and Haryana are wheat
producing States. They do have a mechanism. This is always being watched before
the season starts. We have a discussion with all wheat producing States on how
much storage capacity is required, how many bags are required and all these things
are done. Fortunately, storage and transport losses have come down. I would like to
inform the House that the Government has taken adequate measures to create

storage facilities.

Another thing is that we have requested the State Governments to have
intermediate storage capacities for the four months of the PDS requirements. It is
about four lakh tonnes. Some States have gone ahead; and some States have not
yet started. But we are giving financial assistance to the States. So, these are the
procedures being adopted. We are not worried. I agree that we have to build up
adequate storage facilities. No doubt about it. If the Food Security Bill is passed by
both the Houses of Parliament we can go ahead because we have got enough

stocks.

SHRI NARESH GUIJRAL: Sir, almost Rs. 1,00,000 crore additional money is
going to be spent on food security. It is illogical what the Minister is saying that we
do not have enough covered capacity today nor are we planning it. At least certain
percentage of what we are going to spend on food security should be put aside for
food storage. If the Government does not have funds, why not involve the private
sector. The world over all the wheat producing countries are moving towards silos.

We are the only country which is not taking enough steps to move towards silos.



14 Oral Answers [RAJYA SABHA] to Questions

There was a proposal before the Government to invite the private sector. My
specific question is : As was done in the case of the power sector guaranteed
minimum return on investment was promised. Would the Government of India

consider such a scheme for building silos in the country also?

PROF. K.V. THOMAS: Sir, the subsidy, when the Food Security Bill is
implemented, will be to the tune of roughly Rs. 1,25,000 crores. Already, our present
subsidy on the ongoing PDS is to the tune of Rs. 1,09,000 crores. That is on the
basis of 2001 Census and 1992-93 poverty data. Now it is 2013. Even if there is no
Food Security Bill, our subsidy will go to Rs. 1,13,000. Now, when the Food Security
Bill is implemented, which includes many schemes, like the Mid-Day Meal Scheme
and other schemes for women and children, all these things together, the subsidy
will come to about Rs. 1,25,000 crores. The Government is confident that it can be
managed. Secondly, we are adding more capacity through the PEG Scheme, Private
Entrepreneurs Guarantee Scheme. Already, we have approved 60 lakh MT, and after
that already 30 lakh MT has been built. Now so far as silos are concerned, this
decision was taken when Shri Sharad Pawar was the Agriculture Minister, we have
decided to have about 20 lakh MT. The scheme has been approved. It has been
allocated to the States. For example, Punjab is getting 4 lakh MT. Silos have been
allocated. The process is going on and we think the process can be finished within

another one-and-a-half years.

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: Mr. Chairman, Sir, the hon. Minister has
mentioned in the answer that the total covered storage capacity for food grains
available with FCI both owned and hired was 355.19 lakh MTs, out of which owned
is 129.96 LMT and hired is 225.23 LMT. So far as targeting is concerned, you kept a
target of 60 lakh MT under PEG Scheme, out of which only 3.36 lakh MT has been
achieved. For FCI, you have kept a target of 73,260 MT, but you have not
mentioned about how much target has been achieved. What is the policy of the
Government? We usually understand hiring is to supplement our own strength. I
would like to know whether the supplementing amount will overwhelm your own
facilities. Is that the policy of the Government that too on a crucial matter of

ensuring the administration of food security in a befitting manner? I would like to
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know whether your own capacity, your own control, will be overwhelming by the so
called PPP and you will be going by hiring, ultimately boiling down the whole
institution of FCI to a supervisor of the hiring arrangement. Is that the policy of the

Government?

PROFE. K.V. THOMAS: Mr. Chairman, Sir, FCI has its own capacity built up of
about 129.96 LMT. Now during the season, we have to procure a very large
quantity. So depending on the arrival, with the assistance of the State Governments—
there are State agencies; we make use of them—we hire for one year. So, it depends
on the arrival and we are encouraging SWCs, CWCs to construct more godowns.
We are giving them financial assistance. One major problem we face is in regard to
Jammu and Kashmir and North East. Nearly, Rs. 503 crores have been allocated to
these places. But because of the terrain problems and other problems, it is not going
on as per schedule; otherwise, all other projects are going on as per schedule. We
are watching the situation, as I said. States need intermediate godowns for three to
four months PDS requirement for which also we are giving financial assistance. So

this has to be made use of.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Dr. Mungekar,
SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: Sir, he has not answered my question.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Please, no supplementary on supplementaries.
SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: But my supplementary has not been answered.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Then you raise that matter separately. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: I want to know the basic policy of the

Government. Do you go by hiring? ...(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Minister, is there a policy? Will you please amplify?

PROF. K.V. THOMAS: Sir, our policy is to encourage the Central
Warehousing Corporation and State Warehousing Corporations, and also, whatever
money we get from the Planning Commission for the FCI every year, we make use of

that. But, sometimes, there is a huge inflow. For example, one year back, we had to
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procure about 823 lakh tonnes, which was unprecedented. This year it is only 72
lakh tonnes. So, we have to watch the situation. Only when it is needed, do we hire
it. But our policy is to help SWCs and CWC. These are State Government and

Central Government institutions for building up capacities.

DR. BHALCHANDRA MUNGEKAR: Sir, I hope the Parliament will pass the
ambitious Food Security Bill very early. In view of this, the Planning Commission
and the Government have allocated, in the current year, only Rs. 45 crores for
creation of additional storage capacity. The reply given by the hon. Minister is
totally unsatisfactory. The Food Security Bill, once it is passed, will be requiring an
annual distribution of minimum 62 million tonnes of foodgrains. And, a minimum of
15 million tonnes or 16 million tonnes should be the buffer stock. Now, 72 million
tonnes of foodgrains will be stored at a particular point of time though it will be
staggering. And, during the last ten years, the Government, miserably, failed to
successively create additional storage capacity. Now, the Government has launched
Private- Entrepreneurs Guarantee Scheme for guaranteed hiring by the FCI. I want to
know from the hon. Minister as to whether this amount of Rs. 45 crores, which is
the fund for additional creation capacity, is adequate. Also, what are the incentives

for private entrepreneurs to create this storage capacity?

PROF. K.V. THOMAS: Sir, we have got the Private Entrepreneurs Guarantee
Scheme, which is, that apart from CWC and SWC, we will have guaranteed private
WCs. This is decided by a State-level Committee in which the Food Secretary of the
Government is the Chairman. They have got some norms by which this will be
decided. So, the PEG Scheme, at the State level, is decided by State-level
Committees. Then, it comes to the Central level Committee for which the Chairman of
the FCI is the Chairman. So, we take decisions on the PEG Scheme, namely, how
much quantity should be there, what should be the hiring charge, etc., by a scheme
by which States have got their own say and, in a way, the Central Government also
has control over it. So, Sir, we have got a mechanism by which this has been going
on. As regards the next part, as I said, last year, our procurement went to 82 million
tonnes. But, this year, it is less than that. For example, in case of wheat, last year, it

was 38 million tonnes. But this year, it is 25 million tonnes. This depends on the
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season. Similarly, it also depends on how much private trade comes to the field. Two
years back, the private trade was not ready to come to the field. So, we had to
procure a large quantity and had to supply to the private people under OMSS. So,
we send a signal so that private traders do not think that the Government will
procure any quantity. As for this season, even though the production was quite
good, private traders intervened, and 38 million tonnes of wheat, which were
procured last year, came down to 25 million tonnes. So, we can only have it
depending on the situation. But we have handled 82 million tonnes very

successfully.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Sir, whoever may be responsible in the
Government of India, somehow, we, as a country, were not able to provide adequate
storage facilities. That being the case, if you go through the reply, Sir, it states that
under the Planned Scheme, the Budget Allocation is Rs. 45 crores. Out of these,
Rs. 42 crores are for the North-East and Rs. 3 crores for the rest of the country of
nearly 20 States. That means that we get some fifty lakhs of rupees! My suggestion
is that the Government must have a two-pronged approach. No. 1, year-wise,
increase the Budget allocation; secondly, also rope in private entrepreneurs by
giving them needed incentives, and then, have a time-table as to by what time the
Government of India plans to achieve the needed target of total godown facilities.
Sir, for the success of food security, godowns are very much essential. This is part
(a) of my supplementary. Part (b), Sir, is this. Is there a scheme with the Government,
or, will the Government consider setting up rural godowns in every Panchayat
cluster so that the food can be stored there itself and can also be disposed there

itself thereby avoiding huge transport costs?

PROF. K.V. THOMAS: Sir, the Plan scheme for the construction of godowns,
which is provided by the Planning Commission, is mainly for the North-Eastern
States and Jammu and Kashmir. That is why that amount has been mainly used for
the North-Eastern States. The other States like Punjab, Haryana, Andhra, etc., which

are the major producing States. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI NARESH AGRAWAL: Why not Uttar Pradesh? ...(Interruptions)...
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PROF. K.V. THOMAS: Uttar Pradesh is also there.

SHRI NARESH AGRAWAL: You mentioned only Punjab and Haryana. You

are avoiding Uttar Pradesh.

PROF. K.V. THOMAS: Uttar Pradesh is also given very recently. Punjab,
Haryana and Andhra were the first States which came up. Now, Uttar Pradesh has
come up. We are giving to Uttar Pradesh also. As the production increases, we are
giving. In respect of Uttar Pradesh also, we are giving the assistance. In the Food
Security Bill also, Uttar Pradesh is the only State which is getting the largest
assistance. Uttar Pradesh is getting more than Rs. 9,000 crore. ...(Interruptions)... We
want the State Governments to come forward. We will give them the financial
assistance. There are a large number of schemes like NABARD, which States can
make use of and have the construction. Our aim is not the private people; our aim is
the State warehouses and Central warehouses. The State Governments, through

cooperatives, should construct the godowns, intermediate godowns of small size.
Protecting interests and security of e-mails of citizens

*203. SHRI C.P. NARAYANAN: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:-

(a) whether Government would take steps to protect the interests and
secrecy of e-mails of Indian citizens in view of Governments of some countries

intercepting e-mails exchanged by citizens of other countries;

(b) whether Government would initiate steps to set up enough servers and

other accessories in the country and other measures for this purpose; and

(c) whether in view of Internet offering a new medium for exchange of
opinions and ideas, Government would extend the same support for the protection

of rights of people using different opportunities provided by internet?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) to (c) A Statement is laid on the Table of

the House.
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Statement

(a) and (b) Taking note of the disclosure by foreign media reports in June
2013 about extensive electronic surveillance programmes deployed by the U.S.
agencies to collect internet and telephony data, Government has expressed concerns
over reported U.S. monitoring of internet traffic from India. The violation of any of
Indian laws relating to privacy of information of ordinary Indian citizens by such
programmes is unacceptable. It would be a matter of concern for Government if
intrusive data capture has been deployed against Indian citizens or Government
infrastructure. Government has clearly conveyed these concerns to the U.S.

Government.

Government is working to enhance its capacity to protect data and
information flows by building better cyber and telephony infrastructure and by
evolving new cyber and telecom security practices. Government is promoting Indian
players in the Information Technology field to develop and offer Internet Services
by having their servers located in India, in order to protect the interests and secrecy
of communication of Indian citizens. Already Rediff and Indiatimes have set up
servers and accessories in the country to provide email and other services to Indian

citizens.

Further, Government is also working with international fora for promoting the
evolution of better international internet governance-norms, through ongoing
discussions. In this direction, India is actively involved in the deliberations of
United Nations Group of Governmental Experts (UNGGE) on developments in the
field of information and telecommunications in the context of international security.
UNGGE is focusing on various issues including building cooperation for a peaceful,
secure, resilient and international security and norms, rules and principles of

responsible behavior by States.

(¢) Government is committed to protection of citizen’s right as enshrined in

the Constitution of India irrespective of the media used for communication.

SHRI C. P. NARAYANAN: Sir, there have been reports in newspapers that
under PRISM, the US Government has been collecting information from Facebook,

Google and other agencies. ...(Interruptions)...
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...(CTTEIT)...

SHRI C.P. NARAYANAN: From Facebook, Google and other agencies, the US
Government has been collecting information regarding mails and telephone
conversations of Indian citizens. My question is: Has the Government of India
sought information regarding the individuals; associations and institutions, whose
mails and conversations have been intercepted by the US Government under
PRISM? What are the data that is available? If the Government has not so far

sought such data, is the Government intending to do that?

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Sir, through you, I wish to inform the distinguished
Member of this House that this issue has been raised very seriously by us with the
US Government. The Secretary of State came here. Mr. John Kerry was here on 24th
of June, 2013. The issue was raised with the Secretary of State. The explanation
given by the US Government and the agencies is the following. The PRISM access
is in respect of meta data and not in respect of content at all. This is the explanation
given. They said that what they do through the servers is that they figure it out.
Suppose there is a telephone conversation. If they look at the graph and they find
that in one particular area, somebody has made 300 calls from one destination to
another, they will know what time the call was made, they will know what time the
call ended, they will know the origin of the call, they will know the destination of the
call, but they do not access the content of the call. So, once they get this meta data,
they are then able to figure out whether there is any unusual activity. That is part of
the US Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978, which is called FISA under
which they collect this meta data. If they have to collect individual information, then
they have told us that they have to go to a US court and give reasons as to why
they need to access the content. In that context, only when the US court passes an
order that the content is accessed. So, in response to the question raised by the
distinguished Member, I might say that there is no information with us. Neither have

we any evidence nor have the US ever said that they have accessed any content of
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any conversation by Government officials or by individuals in the private sector. So
far we have no information, but certainly, we are opposed to anybody accessing
content of our conversations and if there is any evidence that is available to us, we

will take the matter further with the US Government. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, no. ...(Interruptions)... Mr. Tapan Sen, please.

...(Interruptions)...

SHRI C.P. NARAYANAN: Sir, my second supplementary is this.

Sir, Facebook, Google and other companies have been giving data to the US
Government when it sought regarding mails sent within the country, not only in our
country but also in other countries as well. So, in order to protect mails and other
data sent and received within the country, we have to ensure that we have our own

Servers.

Now, my question is: Whether the Government will put up its own servers to
protect Government data and data relating to national interest which will not be

accessible to US or other Governments and interested parties.

Along with that, I would also like to know from the hon. Minister whether we
will have any association with private interests here to, put up servers and protect

information exchanged by citizens of our country.

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Mr. Chairman, Sir, with regard to e-mails also, the Meta
Data that they access is the origin of e-mail, destination of e-mail but, they say, not
the content. However, I think, the distinguished Member has raised a very important
issue on which I would like to inform the distinguished Members of this House that
if you use Google or yahoo, the servers are all located in the USA. Consequently, if
you use those servers, people can have access. Therefore, the way out is to set up
servers in India. Sir, Rediff and the Times Group have set up two servers in India.
But, those servers will only protect e-mails within India. The problem is that they
will protect e-mails only within India. For e-mails outside India, you will still have to

use foreign servers. So, the problem is that it does not resolve the issue. But,
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however, having said that, we, in India, have decided that the Indian Embassies
abroad will use NIC servers installed in the Embassies which are directly linked to a
server in India. So, those will not be able to be accessed. Hence, the Government
information will be safe. And, I can promise that we will make sure that happens. We
are also-I can share this with the House—now wanting to introduce, and we are
going to make it mandatory, a Policy called E-Mail Policy of the Government of India
from my department. It is going to be released very soon. We are stating in that
Policy that it is mandatory for the Government of India officials stationed at
Embassies or working in Missions abroad, deputationists to only use static IP
Addresses, Virtual Private Networks (VPNs), One-time Password for accessing
Government of India e-mail services. It is imperative in view of the security concerns
that exist in other countries. What this will do is that our e-mail will be encrypted
and that encryption will only be known to us. So, nobody else will be able to access
it. That information we are going to put in place. This is going to be a Policy that is

going to be announced very soon.

SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL: Thank you very much hon. Chairman.

I am very delighted to hear the hon. Minister assuring the House that the
Government data will be secured. But, I am more concerned about the data of private
individuals in India by the Government agencies within India. We have a case in
which the hon. Leader of the Opposition himself been snooped upon. Is there any
dialogue, during the Secretary of State’s visit, between Indian Government agencies
and are there any plans to set up an organisation like NTRO or introducing
technology to snoop on Indian citizens with regard to data that goes through
Google, Facebook and all other agencies? There is credible information available that
the Indian Government has sought, through NTRO and other agencies, to have a
dialogue while the Secretary of State was in India to snoop on Indian citizens and
our privacy using the offices of the American Government to influence people like
Facebook and Google. I would request the hon. Minister to respond and give a
categorical assurance that no such dialogue took place and there is no effort of the
Government to get data of the Indian citizens from the foreign agencies to snoop on

our e-mails and our telephone conversations.
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SHRI KAPIL SIBAL.: Sir, I really respect the distinguished Member and I think
the distinguished Member has every right to ask any question that he wants, but
any insinuation that the Government of India is in conspiracy with another
Government to snoop our own data is something that reflects upon the integrity of
this country and reflects upon the integrity of this Government. I would request the
distinguished Member not to make such insinuation unless he has firm evidence in

his hand. However,... ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL: I take back the insinuation. But give us a categorical

assurance in this regard.

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: I don’t think it augurs well for our democracy. Thank
you very much for taking back the insinuation. I can assure the hon. Member that
we will never be in dialogue with any nation in the world to jeopardize our own
independence. That is the firm statement that I wish to make. ...(Interruptions)...
There is no question of allowing any foreign agency in collaboration with us to

snoop on Indian citizens. That will never be.

SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL: What about Indian agencies snooping on Indians?

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Your question was that we are collaborating with the US

to snoop on Indian citizens. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL: ...We are asking the US to help us to snoop on Indian

citizens.

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: I again request the distinguished Member not to make

that insinuation unless he has some evidence on record. ...(Interruptions)...
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argm | The Chinese had a similar problem. Now, they have taken certain steps. They

have been penalized. They blacked out Google also for some time. They have
penalized them now. So, they have taken some steps. Can’t we take similar steps to

protect the interest ot our citizens? Sir, with this, I want to ask a further question.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: No; one question, please.

SHRI PREM CHAND GUPTA: Sir, it is related to my supplementary.

MR. CHAIRMAN: You put just one supplementary. You just phrase it as one

supplementary!

SHRI PREM CHAND GUPTA: Sir, we have a very capable Minister to answer.

@, fsdt o5 g ¥ Tgd ¥ vayAww SR omdifafifes wfed em <& &
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Ufee™ ¥, can’t you stop it? I mean, it is not possible for a private citizen to go to
the TRAI or somewhere. So, please tell us what can be done and what the

Government is planning to do on this issue.
SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Sir, on the first part of the supplementary...
MR. CHAIRMAN: Please answer one question.

SHRI PREM CHAND GUPTA: Sir, what is the problem? We have a capable
Minister who can answer both the questions, and the whole House is interested in

getting the answer from the hon. Minister. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please give this compliment outside the House. Okay;

thank you.

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Mr. Chairman, Sir, the issue of blacking out Google, I
don’t think, will serve the interest of the people in India because the access to
Google is an access to information that empowers our citizenry. I think that no
distinguished Member of this House would like sites of that nature to be blacked
out in this country. ...(Interruptions)... What we do and do and what we can do is
that whenever on Google or Yahoo or any other network there is any content which
has consequences on India, which can conflagrate tension in India, certainly, we
intervene in that matter and ensure that that is taken off the record as quickly as

possible. We have seen this happen in the past, and we want to make sure that it is
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not repeated in the future. We have taken up the matter very seriously with the
internet service providers. I assure the distinguished Members of this House that we

will continue to make efforts that no such thing is repeated in the future as well.

SHRI PREM CHAND GUPTA: Sir, the second part of my supplementary was

about unsolicited calls and...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Noj; Guptaji, please.

SHRI P. BHATTACHARYA: Sir, the hon. Minister is giving a beautiful reply.
But one thing that we are avoiding is the attack of virus from foreign countries. I am
a victim of that attack in Singapore. How can we protect our own machinery from
the said attack? I want to know from the hon. Minister whether the Government is

having any plan to stop it.

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Yes, there are several virus programmes. There are
malicious contents, hostile contents, abusive contents, etc., which are available on
the net through which we are attacked from time to time. They are called virus, worm
or Trojan-horse or spyware or botnet, etc. All these are there. Once we get to know
that there is an attack by a particular virus, then our agencies start to work and
make sure that the virus actually is dealt with. We are constantly on the job to do

that.

Cold storage-infrastructure

*204. DR. KANWAR DEEP SINGH: Will the Minister of FOOD PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(a) the quantum of fruits and vegetables wasted due to lack of adequate

cold storage facilities during the period 2008-13, year-wise;

(b) the current requirement and availability of cold storage facilities for

fruits and vegetables in the country;

(c) the steps being taken to increase cold storage infrastructure across the

country; and
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(d) whether the reason behind keenness of Government, on attracting FDI
in retail is to help in developing back-end; storage infrastructure and not build the

same by itself; and if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FOOD PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES (SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (d) A Statement is laid on the Table of

the House.

Statement

(a) As per the report of Central Institute of Post Harvest Engineering and
Technology (CIPHET) (ICAR Ludhiana), published in 2010, based on nationwide
sample survey conducted in 106 districts of India during 2005 to 2007, the value of
annual wastage of fruits and vegetables was estimated at Rs. 13,309 crores at 2009
wholesale prices. The crop-wise wastages of fruits and vegetables are given in the

Statement-I (See below).

(b) Dr. Saumitra Chaudhuri Committee constituted by the Planning
Commission in 2012 on Encouraging Investment in Supply Chains including
Provision for Cold Storage for More Efficient Distribution of Farm Produce has
indicated cold storage requirement of 61.13 million tonnes and the present capacity
of cold storage at around 29 million MT in the country. The present gap is around

32 million MT.

(¢c) Ministry of Food Processing Industries is implementing the, Scheme of
Integrated Cold Chain, Value Addition and Preservation Infrastructure, a component
of the scheme of Infrastructure Development for food processing under which
financial assistance in the form of grant-in-aid @ 50% of the total cost of plant and
machinery and technical civil works in general areas, and @ 75% of the total cost of
plant and machinery and technical civil works in difficult areas including North-
Eastern States is provided, subject to a maximum of Rs. 10.00 crore; for creation of

cold chain infrastructure in the country.

In addition, National Horticulture Mission (NHM), National Horticulture Board

(NHB) and National Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC) under Ministry
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of Agriculture, Department of Agriculture and Cooperation, Agricultural and
Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) under
Department of Commerce in the Government of India, and State Governments are
also providing assistance for cold storages under their respective schemes The
various other incentives provided by the Government to promote this sector are

given in the Statement-II (See below).

(d) The investment of FDI in retails expected to help in; developing back-
end cold storage infrastructure in the country. However, the Government efforts to

develop cold storage infrastructure through its various programmes will continue to

be there.
Statement-1
Details of wastages of various fruits and vegetables
Crop/commodity Losses estimated (%) Estimate of economic value
of the losses at 2009
wholesale prices (Rs. in Crore)
1 2 3
(i) Fruits
1. Apple 123 953.
2. Banana 6.6 1275
3. Citrus 6.3 839
4. Grapes 83 434
5. Guava 18 407
6. Mango 12.7 3298
7.  Papaya 74 157
8. Sapota 5.8 74

Total 7437
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(ii) Vegetables

1.  Cabbage 69 217
2. Cauliflower 6.8 308
3. Green Pea 103 562
4. Mushroom 125 15
5. Onion 7.5 587
6. Potato 9 2630
7. Tomato 124 97
8. Tapioca 9.8 556

Total 5872

GRAND TOTAL (FRUITS + VEGETABLES) 13,309

[Source: Study by Central Institute of Post Harvest Engineering and Technology (CIPHET),

Ludhiana]

Statement-11

Details of various other incentives provided by the Government to the cold chain

sector

1. Under Section 35-AD of the Income Tax Act 1961, deduction for
expenditure incurred on investment is allowed if this investment is
wholly and exclusively for the purpose of (i) setting up and operating a
cold chain facility; and (ii) setting up and operating warehousing facility
for storage of agricultural produce. This deduction is allowed to the
extent of 150% provided the taxpayer has commenced its business on or

after 01.04.2012.
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2. Government has extended Project Import benefits to cold storage, cold
room (including for farm level pre-cooling) or industrial projects for
preservation, storage or processing of agricultural, apiary, horticultural,
dairy, poultry, aquatic and marine produce and meat. Consequently, all
goods related to Food Processing, imported as part of the project,
irrespective of their tariff classification, would be entitled to uniform

assessment at concessional basic customs duty of 5%.

3. All refrigeration machineries, and Parts used for installation of cold
storage, cold room or refrigerated vehicle, for the preservation, storage,
transport or processing of agricultural apiary, horticultural, dairy, poultry,
aquatic and marine produce and meat under tariff Head: Chapter 84 are

exempted, from Excise Duty.

4. Construction, Erection, Commissioning or installation of original works
pertaining to post-harvest storage infrastructure for agricultural produce
including cold storages for such purposes are exempted from Service

tax.

5. Capital investment in the creation of modern storage capacity has been
made eligible for viability gap funding scheme of the Finance Ministry.
The cold chains and post-harvest storage has been recognized as an

infrastructure sub-sector.

DR. KANWAR DEEP SINGH: Sir, the Government has allowed 100 per cent
FDI in the cold chain storage. The Government was obsessed and still is obsessed
regarding FDI. In that obsession, they have forgotten everything else. Everything
has gone out of their hands, be it the LPG prices or the petrol prices or the price of
the rupee and now even the price of onion. My specific question is that after the
Government has allowed FDI, how much money has come in as FDI in cold chain

storage.

M TNF oax: S & A de™ F ueE gel & B il d% Uw.SlaTs.
inflow during 2012-13 in food processing sector was Rs. 2193.65 crores. wifdd &4
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ANl Bl A SUe B, SWE B, YaRIUACTE © fb o darel 9y H UBSIeE. b Y
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3T dwer v fiHE: 2000 ®IS wUA . (=@eErme).. That proves our
apprehension, Sir, that in spite of opposition against FDI, merely Rs. 2000 crores has
only come. It is pretty small as far as we think for the country because all those
hopes were on the FDI. Sir, as per the Government’s reply, the wastage is to the
tune of Rs. 13,309 crores for fruits and vegetables. Although as per the industry
reports, this is to the tune of five billion dollars. In the current sliding rupee, we can
take solace that instead of five billion dollars, it will be four billion dollars. Now the
Minister himself has given a reply that only Rs. 2000 crores has come in. My
question is as to what the Government is doing to stop this colossal loss which is

happening to the fruits and vegetables. What specific things are you doing, Sir?

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: If you have the figure which has been given just
now regarding the total losses, these losses are essentially wastage of only fruit and
vegetables. If we include cereals, wheat, rice, meat, milk, the losses go up to Rs.
44,000 crores annually. So, it is a serious issue. Here we are encouraging to set up
cold storages. Unless and until we set up a big number of cold storages, it is not
easy to resolve this issue. That is why the Government of India has decided to help
the State Governments and help the individuals to set up cold storages. Money has
been provided up to Rs. 10 crore for every project and out of that in the North East,
75 per cent will be the subsidy and for rest of the country, it will be 50 per cent

subsidy.

From that angle our experience is that people are taking interest but that
interest is essentially taken by certain States, for instance, Uttar Pradesh. If you go
to Agra, you will find a number of cold storages and benefit has been taken by the
farming community and others from Agra. There are certain States which are taking
a lot of interest. In fact, I have called a meeting of the Food Processing Ministers of
the States and I am going to insist that they should take advantage of it. We have
also taken in confidence the NABARD and other financial institutions that they

should make resources easily available for setting up these cold storages.
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SHRIMATI RAJANI PATIL: Sir, the hon. Agriculture Minister has introduced
the National Horticulture Board and the National Horticulture Mission through
which the production of fruits has amazingly increased in the country. Can the hon.
Minister state that the cold storage capacity for fruits is in matching with the ratio

of the production of fruits?

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: There is a gap. In fact, between the total
production, which is available in the country today, and the total demand, there is

quite a big gap. That is the reason why we have taken up this programme.

SHRI BALBIR PUNIJ: Mr. Chairman, Sir, this is the apple season in the hill
States of India. We all know that Northern States, particularly, Himachal and
Uttarakahand, suffered a natural calamity. As a result, in many apple-growing areas,
the roads were washed away. The information is, Sir, that there has been a massive
apple crop this year. Since the roads have been destroyed in many of these areas, it
is just not possible to evacuate that fruit and bring it to the market. My question to
the hon. Minister, through you, is this. Is the hon. Minister aware of this
development? Number two, what is the estimated quantity of fruits which are lying
on the higher reaches of Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh? And, Sir, what steps
are the Government thinking or planning to evacuate that fruit from the higher
reaches and bring it to Delhi market, so that the farmers who have grown these

fruits are saved from disaster?

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: Sir, recently, hon. Chief Minister of Uttarakhand met
me and raised this particular subject. Here, the question is of roads having been
washed. Sir, making roads is, ultimately, the responsibility of the State Government.
The Government of India is providing separate money just to help the State to save
from this calamity. It is not possible that within one month or 15 days, we will be
able to make all the roads in that area, but more money has been provided and
details have been submitted to get more money from the State and sympathetic

steps will be taken by the Government of India.

st YW pUIET I|d: W, A HH ST T U & 9@ H 39 9 @
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fere=or-1

¥ 2010-11 | 2012-13 & SR Heg U § FdRe] Bl IMMaITDAT, ST
3R femt g9 drem fawor

@Efes g #HL T H)

EL] AT HAT SEERI EE
R
2010-11 16.75 17.05 16.92
2011-12 17.50 18.17 17.86
2012-13 18.50 19.48 18.91
Shodh
2010-11 10.00 10.92 10.92
2011-12 10.95 11.00 10.57
2012-13 11.50 11.74 11.07
Tt
2010-11 1.45 1.36 1.33
2011-12 1.65 0.93 0.75
2012-13 1.40 0.86 0.85
T
2010-11 3.69 3.55 3.52
2011-12 4.05 5.32 4.67

2012-13 4.34 2.51 2.33
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fera=or-2

TG 2013 (@ 13-JATS '13) & IR A U H HE-AR AATARAl, SUSAEr 3R

faept
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gRar
13 52.50 121.30 129.24 61.01
313 105.00 167.10 174.88 50.57
13 187.50 190.39 300.53 206.13
TJATE-13 112.50 117.83 282.52 239.24
Sod
AU-13 19.80 63.80 80.09 2.24
313 59.40 69.40 83.70 3.88
13 165.00 148.40 146.09 70.72
TJATE-13 108.80 161.80 165.16 91.72
T
e-13 5.40 6.00 7.34 0.00
73-13 14.40 19.00 7.92 0.06
13 40.50 52.50 19.54 12.02
SeE-13 16.20 61.50 24.96 8.33
LG
e-13 15.40 18.80 33.40 0.12
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HIE CIGENG I e (MY ATSI) ST ferep
g-13 59.40 44.50 44.50 0.62
S[-13 44.00 35.50 60.69 28.51
SelTE-13 33.00 26.20 50.52 28.11

Demand and supply of urea and fertilizer to Madhya Pradesh

1#205. SHRI THAAWAR CHAND GEHLOT Will the Minister of CHEMICALS
and FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(a) the details of the demand for urea and fertilizers made by the
Government of Madhya Pradesh from the Central Government during the last three

years;

(b) the details of the allotment of urea and fertilizers made vis-a-vis the

demand so made;

(¢c) the reasons for not making allocation of fertilizers to the States by

Central Government according to their demands;

(d) whether Government proposes to frame any policy for 2013-14 with

regard to fulfilling this demand; and

(e) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) to (e) A statement is laid on the table of

the House.

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi
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Statement

(a) and (b) Statement showing demand (requirement), availability (allocation)
and sales of Urea and fertilizers in Madhya Pradesh during the last three years and
for current year Kharif 2013 (April 2013 to July 2013) are given in the Statement-I

and Statement-II (See below).

(¢) Question does not arise.

(d) and (e) Demand of fertilizers is being met fully under the existing policies
Department of Fertilizer is also taking following steps to meet the demand of all
fertilizers for all the States and Union Territories including the State of Madhya

Pradesh:-

The month-wise demand of each state is assessed and projected by the
Department of Agriculture and Cooperation (DAC) in consultation with

the State Governments before commencement of each cropping season.

On the basis of this, the Department of Fertilizers allocates the required
quantities of fertilizers to the States both out of indigenous production
as well as through imports to ensure that there is no shortfall, which is
continuously monitored through web based monitoring system i.e.

Fertilizer Monitoring System (FMS);

The State Governments regularly coordinate with manufacturers and
importers of fertilizers for streamlining the supplies through timely
placement of indents for railway rakes through their state institutional

agencies like MARKFED etc.

Regular Weekly Video Conference is conducted jointly by Department of
Agriculture and Cooperation (DAC), Department of Fertilizers (DOF),
and Ministry of Railways with State Agriculture Officials and corrective
actions are taken to dispatch fertilizers as indicated by the State

Governments.
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Statement-1

Statement showing Requirement, Availability and Sales of Fertilizers for Madhya

Pradesh during 2010-11 to 2012-13

(Figures in LMT)

Year Requirement Availability Sales
Urea
2010-11 16.75 17.05 16.92
2011-12 1750 18.17 17.86
2012-13 18.50 1948 1891
DAP
2010-11 10.00 1092 1092
2011-12 10.95 11.00 10.57
2012-13 11.50 11.74 11.07
MOP
2010-11 145 1.36 1.33.
2011-12 1.65 093 0.75
2012-13 140 0.86 0.85
NPK
2010-11 3.69 355 352
2011-12 405 532 4.67

2012-13 434 251 233
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Statement-11

Month-wise Requirement, Availability and Sales in MADHYA PRADESH during
KHARIF 2013 (April’13-July’13)

(Figures in 000" MTs)

Month Requirement ~ Allocation (Supply Plan) Awvailability Sales
UREA
April-13 5250 121.30 129.24 61.01
May-13 105.00 167.10 174.88 5057
June-13 187.50 190.39 300.53 206.13
July-13 112.50 117.83 282.52 239.24
DAP
April-13 19.80 63.80 80.09 224
May-13 5940 69.40 83.70 3.88
June-13 165.00 14840 146.09 70.72
July-13 108.80 161.80 165.16 91.72
MOP
April-13 540 6.00 7.34 0.00
May-13 1440 19.00 792 0.06
June-13 40.50 5250 19.54 12.02
July-13 1620 61.50 2496 833
NPK

April-13 1540 18.80 3340 0.12
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Month Requirement  Allocation (Supply Plan) Availability Sales
May-13 5940 4450 4450 0.62
June-13 44.00 35.50 60.69 2851
July-13 33.00 2620 5052 28.11

MR. CHAIRMAN: Any supplementary on this? No supplementaries. Question
206.

Implications of Food Security Ordinance

*206. SHRI K.C. TYAGI: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD
AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) the amount of financial subsidy given for poor people before the

promulgation of Food Security Ordinance;

(b) how many people were benefited, State-wise details thereof;

(¢c) the financial burden after the Food Security Ordinance; and

(d) the difference in amount and the number of beneficiaries, State-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMANS): (a) to (d) A statement

is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) Financial assistance is not released directly to poor people on account
of food subsidy. When foodgrains under Targeted Public Distribution System
(TPDS) and Other Welfare Schemes (OWS) are released at price fixed by the
Government, food subsidy is provided to Food Corporation of India (FCI) and
Decentralised Procurement (DCP) States. During the current financial year 2013-14,

an amount of Rs. 46,348. 92 crore ( Rs. 41558.52 crore for FCI and Rs. 4790.68 crore
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for States under DCP) has been released on account of food subsidy as on

20.08.2013.

(b) Under the existing TPDS subsidised foodgrains is released by
Government of India based on accepted number of families and at present 652.03
lakh Below Poverty Line (BPL) families {including 243.998 lakh Antyodaya Anna
Yojana (AAY) families} and 1151.75 lakh Above Poverty Line (APL) families are
entitled to receive subsidised foodgrains. Detailed in this regard is given in the

Statement (See below).

(¢c) Annual financial burden after the implementation of National Food
Security Ordinance (NFSO) is estimated to be Rs. 1,24, 800 crore (approx.) at the

current cost.

(d) Annual additional financial burden on account of the implementation of
National Food Security Ordinance (NFSO) is estimated to be about Rs. 23850 crore
at the current cost. As per the National Food Security Ordinance (NFSO), 75% of the
Rural and 50% of the Urban population at the all India level will be entitled to
receive subsidised foodgrains under the TPDS. As regards State-wise number of
beneficiaries, the Ordinance provides that within the coverage under TPDS
determined for each State, the identification of households is to be done by State
Governments in accordance with guidelines to be prescribed by them. The difference
in the number of beneficiaries, State-wise can be assessed only after finalization of

the list of beneficiaries by the States as per provision of NFSO.

Statement

Details indicating families accepted by Government of India under existing TPDS

(in lakh)
S1.No. States/UTS AAY BPL AAY + BPL APL
1. Andhra Pradesh 15.578 25.05 40.63 117.58

2. Arunachal Pradesh 0.38 0.61 0.99 143
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S1.No. States/UTS AAY BPL AAY + BPL APL

3. Assam 7.04 1132 18.36 2657
4. Bihar 25.01 4022 6523 53.56
5. Chhattisgarh 7.189 11.56 18.75 25.36
6. Delhi 1.568 2.59 409 2373
7. Goa 0.184 034 048 272
8. Gujarat 8.128 13.1 212 60.37
9. Haryana 3.025 497 7.89 2359
10.  Himachal Pradesh 1971 3.17 5.14 743
11.  Jammu and Kashmir 2.822 48 7.36 10.66
12.  Jharkhand 9.179 14.76 2394 19.62
13..  Karnataka 11.997 1991 3129 63.08
14.  Kerala 5.958 9.58 15.54 45.56
15. Madhya Pradesh 15.816 2543 4125 55.78
16.  Mabharashtra 25.053 40.7 6534 111.93
17.  Manipur 0.636 1.02 1.66 241
18.  Meghalaya 0.702 1.13 1.83 2.66
19.  Mizoram 0.261 042 0.68 0.99
20.  Nagaland 0475 0.77 124 1.78
21.  Odisha 12.645 20.33 3298 34.93

22. Punjab 1.794 2.89 4.68 35.08
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S1.No. States/UTS AAY BPL AAY + BPL APL
23. Rajasthan 9.321 14.99 2431 64.36
24.  Sikkim 0.165 0.27 043 0.62
25.  Tamilnadu 18.646 29.98 48.63 90.19
26.  Tripura 1.131 1.82 295 4.27
27.  Uttar Pradesh 40.945 65.84 106.79 154.63
28.  Uttarakhand 1.909 3.07 498 721
29.  West Bengal 19.857 36.99 5179 9344
30.  Andman and Nicobar Islands  0.107 0.24 0.28 0.53
31.  Chandigarh 0.088 021 023 1.8
32. Dadra and Nagar Haveli 0.069 0.13 0.18 0.18
33. Daman and Diu 0.015 0.03 0,04 0.22
34.  Lakshdweep 0.012 0.018 0.03 0.08
35.  Puducherry 0.322 0.52 0.84 14
TotaL 249.998 408.778 652.03 1151.75

Figures/data based on March 2000 population estimates

Mt FH @t w, g9 RS a & a7 d gew 21 W @ F fag
S BrAiRRe afedast €, a8 feae . (aaem)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question Hour is over



44 Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Starred Questions

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO STARRED QUESTIONS

Safe storage of foodgrains

1#207. DR. PRABHA THAKUR: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether FCI has constructed adequate godowns during the last two
years for safe storage of foodgrains and the problem of wetting of foodgrains has

been removed now and if so, the details thereof;

(b) the procedure FCI adopts in construction of godowns for storage of

foodgrains; and

(c) whether construction of such godowns is the responsibility of Central

Government or State Governments?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) to (c) It is the
primary duty of the Food Corporation of India (FCI) to undertake purchase, storage,
movement, transportation, and distribution of food grains through the State
agencies. These functions necessitate the setting up of storage facilities in different
parts of the country, particularly in the procuring and the consuming states for
holding operational and buffer stocks and also to be meet the requirements of the
Public Distribution System (PDS) and the other schemes undertaken by the
Government of India. The FCI has a two-fold strategy to meet its storage capacity
objectives. Firstly, godowns are constructed at strategic locations, well connected
with rail/road network for which budgetary plan funds are provided by the
Government of India in its Five Year Plan. Secondly, if the circumstances so warrant,
FCI also hires covered and Cover and Plinth (CAP) capacities from various agencies

for temporary storage of wheat/paddy in the procuring/consuming states.

To meet the requirement of additional storage capacity in the country and

safe storage of food grains, Government of India/FCI has formulated a scheme called

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi
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Private Entrepreneurs Guarantee (PEG) Scheme for construction of storage capacity
through Private Entrepreneurs, CWC and SWCs. Under this Scheme, storage
capacity is created by private parties, CWC, SWCs and other State agencies for

guaranteed hiring by FCI.

Under Plan Scheme, the procedure adopted by FCI for construction of
godowns is through call of public tenders or through Central Public Sector
Undertaking (CPSU)/State Public Sector Undertaking (SPSU)/Central Public Works
Department (CPWD) as deposit work. Under the PEG scheme wherever CWC/SWCs
have land and it is within the identified locations and storage gap approved by High
Level Committee of FCI, CWC/SWCs may construct godowns using their own
resources. For the locations/capacity where CWC/SWCs have no land for

construction of godowns, tenders are invited from private entrepreneurs.

During the last two years i.e. 2011-2012 and 2012-2013, 15825 MT of FCI
owned capacity under Plan Scheme and capacity of 67.92 lakh MT under PEG
Scheme has been created. The targeted Capacity under PEG for 2013-2014 is 60 lakh
MT.

Health scheme for railway employees

*208. SHRI RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has conducted a pilot project under the Railway

Employees Liberalised Health Scheme on the line of the CGHS;

(b) whether Government seeks to replace this with a more broad-based

Scheme;

(c) the likely time-frame within which the Medical Directorate of the Railway

Board seeks to implement this Scheme; and

(d) whether Government presently has any system in place to provide
medical benefits to railway employees since the pilot project ended in 2011 and the

new broad based Scheme is yet to come into effect and if so, the details thereof?
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THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE): (a) to (c)
Yes, Sir. A pilot project for providing cashless medical facility in an emergency for
Retired Employees Liberalized Health Scheme (RELHS) card holders, in private
recognized hospitals over National Capital Region was introduced by Northern

Railway in 2008. The scheme was subsequently extended up to August 2011.

Based on experience gained during the pilot project, Ministry of Railways has
decided to extend this scheme to RELHS beneficiaries in all Metros, State Capitals
and Zonal Headquarters of Indian Railways. Zonal Railways have been instructed to
implement the scheme. Depending upon the different local conditions and spread of
retired employees over different Zones, all the beneficiaries are likely to be covered
in two to three years. Further, extending the treatment facility in case of medical
emergency to RELHS beneficiaries to all cities where hospitals are empanelled either
with Central Government Health Scheme or with Railways, has been proposed in the

Railway Budget 2013-14.

(d) Yes, Sir. Railway employees both serving and retired and their eligible
dependants are provided health care services through Railway hospitals and health
units spread across the rail network of the country. In addition, Private Hospitals

have been recognized on need basis.

Rise in prices of essential commodities

*209. SHRI PANKAJ BORA: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government is aware of the wish lists of women groups to

contain spiralling rise in prices of essential commodities;

(b) whether it is a fact that women groups have also made a demand to take
stringent measures to control prices and also to ban forward trading of wheat and

rice urgently;

(c) if so, whether Government has any plan to meet the demands of women

groups; and
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(d) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROFE. K.V. THOMAS): (a) to (d) As part of
Pre-Budget Consultation meeting on different groups such as Agriculture Groups,
Trade Union Group, Social Sector related Group (including NGOs), Economists
Group, Industry and Trade Group, etc., the meeting with social sector related group
was held on 4th January, 2013. In the meeting there was no specific mention on rise
in price of essential commodities by the women/social sector group. However, in the
pre-budget consultation meeting that was held on January 17, 2012, Social Sector
Related Groups related to women gave suggestions for the inclusive growth and the
need to focus on issues related to economic and social empowerment. The meeting

also raised issues relating to revival of growth and containing inflation.

In so far as futures trading is concerned, an Expert Committee chaired by
Shri Abhijit Sen, Member of the Planning Commission that analyzed annual trend
growth rate in prices of sensitive commodities (foodgrains and sugar) in pre-futures
and post-futures period, concluded that although inflation clearly increased post-
futures in some sensitive commodities that have higher weight in consumer price
indices, it is not possible to make any general claim that inflation accelerated more in
commodities with futures trading. There is no proposal to ban futures trading in

wheat. Futures trading in rice is suspended since 27/02/2007.

Rise in the prices of essential food products are due to several factors such
as shortfall in domestic supply relative to demand, rising transportation cost,
adverse weather conditions, improvement in income and living standards with
resultant changes in dietary habits as well as insufficient logistics and storage

facilities.

Controlling inflation, particularly of essential commodities has always been a
priority with the Government. Government has resorted to several measures on the
price front to improve the availability of essential commodities such as allowing
import of various items of mass consumption at zero or concessional import duties

together with restriction on their exports, prescribing stock holding limits under
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Essential Commodities Act, allocation of foodgrains at affordable prices under
Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS) etc. The steps in operation by the
Government to control the prices of essential commodities are given in the

Statement.

Statement

The Steps in operation inter-alia by the Government to contain price rise in

essential commodities

e Reduced import duties to zero—for wheat, onion and pulses and to 7.5%

for refined edible oils.

e Banned export of edible oils (except coconut oil, forest based oil and
edible oils in blended consumer packs up to 5 kg with a Minimum Export
Price of USD 1500 per MT) and pulses (except Kabuli chana and organic

pulses and lentils up to a maximum of 10000 tonnes per annum).

e Imposed stock limits from time to time in the case of select essential
commodities such as pulses, edible oil, and edible oilseeds for a period

up to 30.9.2013 and in respect of paddy and rice up to 30.11.2013.

* Maintained the Central Issue Price (CIP) for rice (at Rs. 5.65 per kg for
BPL and Rs. 3 per kg for AAY) and wheat (at Rs. 4.15 per kg for BPL
and Rs. 2 per kg for AAY) since 2002.

e Suspended Futures trading in rice, urad and tur.

e Set the MEP of onion at USD 650 per MT.

¢ Government allocated rice and wheat under OMSS.

e The scheme for subsidized imported edible oils has been extended up to
30.9.2013 with subsidy of Rs. 15/- per kg for import up to 10 lakh tones

of edible oils for this period.
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Shortage of staff under southern railway

*210. SHRIMATI KANIMOZHI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased

to state:

(a) whether shortage of train drivers and railway staff is the reason for

delay in launching new projects under Southern Railway;

(b) the details of the shortfall in railway personnel; and

(c) the steps taken by Government to recruit more staff under Southern

Railways?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE): (a) No,
Sir.

(b) The vacancy position of Southern Railway as on 01.04.2013 is as under:-

Loco Pilots 1219

Other Safety Category : 7452

Non Safety Category  : 6291

(¢) In a large organization like Railways, there will be certain vacancies at
any point of time. However, there is no compromise made in the railway services
including the operation and safety of trains. In the Financial Year 2012-13, total 6495
panels/persons were given to Southern Railway. Further, new indents for 8848 posts

have been placed on the recruitment agencies by Southern Railway.

Farmers shifting to other professions

*211. SHRI ISHWAR SINGH: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased

to state:

(@) whether farming has become an un-remunerative/unviable profession
and a large number of farmers in the country have shifted to other professions/

areas, and if so, the details in this regard;
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(b) whether any survey on farmers’ population has been conducted by the

Registrar General of India;
(¢c) if so, the details and findings thereof; and

(d) the measures taken/proposed to be taken by Government to make
agriculture a profitable profession and to motivate farmers and the new generation

for taking up agricultural activities?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SHARAD PAWAR): (a) to (c)
According to the Situation Assessment Survey of Farmers 2003 conducted by the
National Sample Survey Office (NSSO), cultivation was the most important source of
income of farmer households in rural India. As per Census conducted by the
Registrar General of India, the total number of agricultural workers in the country
increased from 234.1 million (127.3 million cultivators and 106.8 million agricultural
labourers) in 2001 to 263.0 million (118.7 million cultivators and 144.3 million

agricultural labourers) in 2011.

(d) Government has taken several steps to revitalize agriculture sector and
improve the conditions of farming community on sustainable basis by increasing
investment, improving farm practices, rural infrastructure and delivery of credit,
technology and other inputs. Various programmes/schemes for the development of
agriculture sector are implemented in a decentralized manner with flexibility to State
Governments to formulate and implement appropriate projects to suit their specific

requirements.
Central projects in Gujarat

*212. SHRI NATUJI HALAJI THAKOR: Will the Minister of STATISTICS
AND PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION be pleased to state:

(a) the details of original cost, commencement date, proposed completion
date and revised cost along with revised completion date of projects taken up for

implementation by Central Government and its agencies in Gujarat;

(b) the status of implementation of these projects and due date for

commissioning;
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(c) whether any project is running behind schedule, if so, the details

thereof; and

(d) in view of the CWG fiasco, the steps taken by Government to ensure

timely and corruption free completion of these projects?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF STATISTICS
PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) to (c) Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Implementation monitors Central Sector Infrastructure
Projects costing Rs. 150 crore and above on time and cost overruns, on the basis of
information supplied by the project implementing agencies. As on 1st June 2013, a
total of 22 on-going Central Sector Projects being implemented in Gujarat were on
the monitor of this Ministry. Details of these projects is given in the Statement-I
(See below). A total of 5 Projects reported delay. Details of these projects is given in

the Statement-II (See below).

(d) The major steps undertaken to ensure timely completion of projects
include rigorous project appraisal; On-line Computerised Monitoring System (OCMS)
for better monitoring; setting up of Standing Committees in the Ministries for
fixation of responsibility for time and cost overruns; regular review of the
infrastructure projects by the concerned administrative Ministries; setting up of
Cabinet Committee on Investment (CCI) to review and monitor the implementation of
major projects, including issues relating to clearances/approvals; and setting up of
Central Sector Projects Coordination Committees (CSPCCs) in the States under the
Chief Secretaries for removal of bottlenecks and for facilitating the speedy

implementation of major projects.



[RAJYA SABHA] Starred Questions

52  Written Answers to

Jmog
£9°681¢ £9°681¢ v10c/cl v10c/cl 010¢/T1 1uoWdO[AIPIY TBMSIPIUY <
00°€T8e 00°€T8eE S10¢/70 S10¢/v0 010/l 1uoWdO[aAdPIY BUBSIYIIN b4
0r91el 0r91el v10c/Cl v10c/cl 010¢/T1 oW do[aAdPAY PeqepIWyY €
S6'01C 9C0e £102/60 ¢10c/60 600¢/€0 SdLd 9 Jo uononnsuoy T

LLILEI(RGER |
006S¥I1 006STI1 910¢/11 S1oc/ct 600¢/01 7 pue ¢-109[o1d Tomod orwoly rederyeyy 1
A319u7y M0}y
L 9 S ¥ € C I

(1010 "SY) (1010 :$y)  SUIUOISSTWWIOD JO  JUIUOISSTWIWIOD JO [eaoxddy
1800 pojedionuy  3s0o [euiSLQ 9¥ep pojedionuy ep [euISuQ Jo areq 100lo1g ‘ON IS

vy ur 240y puv 24040 (G| “SY Suisod spozlord Suroduo fo spprap asim-10alosqg

[HuowaIm)s



53

Starred Questions

[23 AUG, 2013]

Written Answers to

0T'60ST 0T'60ST €107/l
S6961 9C'LIT V'N

989y VC8I¢ V'N

968¢l 968¢l ¥102/€0
60y 140733 €10¢/€0
8T65C 8T65C ¥10¢/10
1244 14446 ¥102/C0

C10¢/60

[102/€0

C10¢/€0

¥102/€0

€10¢/€0

¥10¢/10

¥102/20

0102/€0

900¢/+0

800¢/+0

800¢/+0

800¢/+0

¢10¢/10

[toc/ct

Uo1109§ 1104

BIIZEH-1eINS IopIog enyseleyep/iereno

4!

sfemysiy pue jrodsuet], peoy

(M) puowr 10d HOJ $9Yorod
g 06 10} sonioe} doysyiom-reseuseyg

(IM) 10Kep 03
eAIeU WOIJ UOISUAXd YPIm (DD) eAieN-Myg

am)
(Suriqnop) uonesINIA[e YIM uoe3I[er-euyp)

(IA\) Indrepn-1eSewmpwitiI peqepawyy

11

01

sfemqrey

pa N ur
epemIeSejy 18 UonRISANS SID A 0TT/00F

JO JuowysIqelsy JoJ WoISAS UOISSIWSURL],

panwry jerelnn) Jomod Iessg

Jo K31An0ouUO0)) JOJ WA)SAS UOISSIWSURL],



[RAJYA SABHA] Starred Questions

54 Written Answers to

e[puey 1e

0S°SSL 0020L €102/€0 110¢/€0 §00c/T1 [pog 081e) ] PUB ¢] JO UOHINISUOD) 0c
1SNIJ, 1104 B[pULY BUN], JEaU BIYA], JJO

000901 0088 [4(¢4! 110¢/20 S00T/70  SeNI[IORY paIf[e pue SUIYMaq JO UONINNSUOD) 6l

sji04 pue Surddiys

6¢'508 6¢°508 €10c/¢1 €10c/C1 010¢/60 WweypIypues) Ielyyreues 81

144414 144414 g1oz/ct gl1oc/ct €102/10 uonoeg eIepopeA 0} peqepawlyy Ll

6¢°508 6¢°508 €10c/C1 €102/€0 010¢/60 WweypIypues - I[elyyreues 91

88'€S6 88'€S6 ¥10¢/90 €10¢/LO 1102/10 uod eIpunjy - e[puey Y|

05°S8L 05°S8L €102/30 €102/30 1107/€0  Jopiog dy/erelny o) ereypon jo Sumuue ] 4 [

058001 0S°8001 €102/90 €102/90 0r1oe/el eIEYpPOD 0} peqepawyy Jo Suluue ¢ ¢l

L 9 S %4 € C I




55

Starred Questions

[23 AUG, 2013]

Written Answers to

€519

00'LLC

00 '0¢8

00'LLC

€10¢/50

C10¢/€0

€10¢/50

C10¢/<0

seq LOg Uuo
yoIny JO JIND UI BIA JJO SIMI[IOB} PII[[e pue

1107/20  (NdS) SuLooly Jutod o[3urg jo dn Sumog

9 01 T "ON yMog
0107/90  Sunsixg jo SuruayISuLNS pue UONELOLIPOIN

Ic



Starred Questions

[RAJYA SABHA]

56 Written Answers to

11 88'¢S6 88'¢S6 ¥102/90 €10¢/L0 1102/10 uod erpunjy-epues| g
Sl 0T'60ST 0T'60ST €10¢/Cl ¢10¢/60 0107/€0 UONoag 10d BIZEH-JeIng Ioplog enysereyejnerng
6 6£'508 6£'508 €10/l €102/€0 0102/60 wreyprypuen-Tenpreues ¢
sfemydiy pue jrodsuet], peoy
al S6'07C 90 €102/60 ¢10¢/60 600¢/€0 Sd.LH 9 Jo uononnsuoy ¢
wndoIPRJ
11 00'6SPI1 00°6SPI1 910T/11 groc/ct 600¢/01 7 pue ¢-100(o1d Iomod drwoly redenyey |
A313u7y] M0}y
L 9 S ¥ € [4 I

sqpuowr ur - (91010 “SY) (91010 'Sy ) SuruorsSTWWOD SUIUOISSIIWod  [eAoiddy

UNIIOAO 1800 1800 Jo ep Jo ep

oy,  pajedonuy  eusug  pajedonuy [euIsuQ Jo areQg 10fo1g "ON IS

0UDIND Ul 240D puv 24042 (G| ‘SY 3u1sod sioalosd padvjop fo sppiap asin-122[044

T uawamis



Written Answers to [23 AUG, 2013] Starred Questions 57

World class railway stations

¥213. SHRI KAPTAN SINGH SOLANKI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the announcements made by Railways regarding
construction of World Class railway stations and providing basic facilities at railway

stations have remained limited to paper only;
(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(¢) the details of railway stations in Madhya Pradesh which are being
contemplated upon for being developed as World Class railway stations as per the

announcements?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE): (a) and
(b) No, Sir. As per the announcement made in the Railway Budget 2012-13, a
dedicated organisation viz. Indian Railway Stations Development Corporation Ltd.
(IRSDC) has been set up to undertake redevelopment of stations into world class
stations. IRSDC, which has started functioning from 2012 itself, has been initially
entrusted with redevelopment of five stations viz. Chandigarh, Habibganj, Bijwasan
(Delhi), Shivaji Nagar (Pune) and Anand Vihar (Delhi). Detailed Consultancy studies
for feasibility, financial viability, etc. have been taken up by IRSDC for all these 5
stations. Basic facilities have been provided on all the stations on Indian Railways.
Improvement/augmentation of amenities at the stations is a continuous and ongoing

process.

(c) Bhopal and Habibganj stations have been identified for development as

world class stations in the State of Madhya Pradesh.
Unsolicited commercial calls and SMSes

7*214. PROF. ALKA BALRAM KSHATRIYA: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the menace of Unsolicited Commercial Calls

(UCC) and SMSes has increased during the last six months;

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi



58  Written Answers to [RAJTYA SABHA] Starred Questions

(b) whether telemarketeers are sending UCC and SMSes during the night

time also causing a lot of inconvenience to the general public; and

(¢c) if so, the steps Government proposes to take to impose heavy penalties

on such telemarketeers?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) Sir, through the Telecom Commercial
Communications Customer Preference Regulation, 2010 TRAI has laid down a
revised framework for addressing Unsolicited Commercial Communications (UCC)
and these regulations came into force with effect from 27.09.2011. TRAI has also
issued various amendments to these regulations and a number of directions to make

the regulatory framework more effective.

It is observed that average complaints per month related to unsolicited
commercial communications and SMSes have increased during last six months. The
details of the complaints received with the Access Service Providers during the

period 27.9.2011 to 14.2.2013 and 15.2.2013 to 14.8.2013 are as follows:

Total complaints received during the 3,776,884
period 27.09.2011 to 14.02.2013 (Average 22,169 complaints per month)

Total complaints received during last six 241,741

months (from 15.02.2013 to 14.08.2013) (Average 40,290 complaints per month)

(b) and (c) Sir, the TRAI regulation, inter-alia, stipulates that commercial
communication including SMSes is sent to a customer only between 0900 Hrs to
2100 Hrs i.e. no commercial communication should be sent during night time.
Therefore, if a telemarketing call/SMS is made by a telemarketer during night time
causing inconvenience to general public, this would be violation of regulation. There
is also a provision of deducting penalty from the violating telemarketer (ranging from

Rs. 25000/- for first violation to Rs. 2,50,000/- on sixth violation) as detailed below.



Written Answers to [23 AUG, 2013] Starred Questions 59

Deduction from Security Deposit of Telemarketer in case of Violation

Sl. No. Number of Violation by Deduction Security Additional
Telemarketer access from Security ~ Deposit Security
provider wise Deposit Deposit
0 violation Nil 1,00,000 Nil
1. Ist Violation Rs 25,000 75,000 2,00,000
2. 2nd Violation Rs 75,000 2,00,000 Nil
3. 3rd Violation Rs 80,000 1,20,000 4,00,000
4. 4th Violation Rs 1,20,000 4,00,000 Nil
5. Sth Violation Rs 1,50,000 2,50,000 Nil
6. 6th Violation Rs 2,50,000 Nil Nil

Further, in case of violations by unregistered telemarketers, the regulations
also provide for disconnection of telecom resources by its access service provider
on receipt of complaint. The name and address of the subscriber (unregistered
telemarketer) is blacklisted for two years. Once such subscriber is blacklisted, all the
telecom resources provided to him by other operators are also disconnected. Further,
he will not get any telecom resources from any service provider for two years. In
pursuance of these efforts by TRAI, a total of about three lakhs telephone
connections of un-registered telemarketers have been disconnected by the Access
Service Providers and the name and address of 25295 such subscribers have been

put into the blacklist.
Railway out agency in Jammu and Kashmir

*215. SHRI GN. RATANPURI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to

state:

(a) the reason for only one Railway Out Agency operating in Jammu and

Kashmir for more than a hundred years;
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(b) whether the contract containing terms and conditions have remained

unchanged for over a century;

(¢) if not, whether the contract was modified, and if so, the logic and

considerations applied;

(d) the reason that competition among prospective agencies was blocked

and one agency favoured continuously; and

(e) the annual turnover of this agency and the entities besides Railways

that are its client?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE) (a) to (e)
Contracts for working Out Agencies are awarded by calling for competitive tenders
and are awarded as per rules. The usual limit of the contract is 3 to 5 years.
However, as per rules, fresh tenders should not ordinarily be called for as long as
the working of the existing contractor is satisfactory and no increase in the rates is

sought for.

M/s. N.D. Radha Kishan and Co. has been holding the contract of an Out
Agency since 1919 in the State of Jammu and Kashmir. However, the record
pertaining to the tendering is not available with the Northern Railway. Due to
misappropriation of cash by their staff and consequently non-deposition of cash to
Railway, the contract was terminated by the Railway on 31.12,1982. The agent
approached Court and obtained ‘Status quo’ orders in the case. The matter was
subjudice upto 1994. The matter was sorted out through Arbitration on Court’s
orders and the Out Agency at Srinagar served via Jammu Tawi again commenced

working from 8th December 1997.

Since then the Out Agency has been working satisfactorily and time-to-time
renewal has been done by Northern Railway as per extant rules. The currency of

current extended period is valid upto 10.01.2015.

The terms and conditions of the contract with the agency have changed as

per the prevalent rules. The agency was earlier allowed to book passenger tickets
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and had been provided with manual reservation quota in some passenger trains
originating from Jammu as computerized reservation system did not exist at that time.
With the spread of the computerized reservation system, the contract for booking of
passenger tickets was withdrawn from the Agency on 8th December 1997 when the
Out Agency at Srinagar served via Jammu Tawi again commenced the work of

booking parcel and goods traffic.

The facility of booking tickets was withdrawn due to Passenger Reservation
System (PRS) becoming available and later on the Unreserved Ticketing System
(UTS) which are now available at 40 and 33 locations respectively in Jammu and

Kashmir.

Prior to 1978, M/S. N.D. Radha Kishan and Co. were operating the following

out agencies

(i) Out Agency at Srinagar with sub Agency at Anantnag and Khrew

(i) Out Agency at Udhampur with sub agency at Doda

@) City Booking Agency at Jammu

In 1997, only Out Agency at Srinagar served via Jammu Tawi again
commenced the work of parcel and goods traffic. A fresh notification was issued to
this effect by Northern Railway and all the above mentioned agencies ceased to

exist thereafter.

The Agency handled about 7 wagons per day with an annual turnover of
Rs. 48,24,13,749/- for the financial year 2012-13. The Railway is not client of the Out
agency. However, this out agency is an office opened in a place situated away from
railway station (in this case Srinagar), in order to facilitate booking of parcel and
goods traffic directly to or from this place in conjunction with railway over which
the traffic has to be carried. With the coming of the Railway in the valley and
extension of Railway from Jammu till Udhampur, the need for any more such
agencies is not felt. The present agency has been able to handle satisfactorily the

traffic being offered.
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Central grants for Karnataka

*216. DR. VIJAY MALLYA: Will the Minister of STATISTICS AND
PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION be pleased to state:

(a) the statistical statement on eligibility of Central Grants for Karnataka and
the amount disbursed till October, 2011 for the financial year 2011-12, Department-

wise comparative list with unutilised funds;

(b) whether it is a fact that the State Government has been able to utilise
only Rs. 1538.29 crore although the eligible amount till October, 2011 was Rs. 3452.47

crore; and

(¢) The steps taken by the State Government to utilise the entire eligible

amount granted by the Central Government?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF STATISTICS AND
PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) and (b) As per the
information available with the Planning Commission, the total central grant approved
for the State Govt. of Karnataka during 2011-12 was Rs. 3405.18 Crore as per the

following details:-

Rs. (in crore)

@) Normal Central Assistance (Untied/Block Grant) 438.75

(ii) Additional Central Assistance for Externally Aided Projects 306.60
(Project Based)

@iii)  Additional Central Assistance for special and other programmes/ 2659.83
schemes (including OTACA)

TotaL 3405.18

The scheme-wise details of Allocation and Utilization of Additional Central

Assistance for special and other programmes/schemes (including OTACA) during
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2011-12 in the form of “Central Grant” is given in the Statement (See below).

63

(¢c) The steps taken by the State Government to utilize the entire eligible

amount granted are:

(i) Monitoring of Progress in utilization of central grants on a regular basis;

(i) Holding Periodic Review Meetings; and

@iii) Issuing of instructions to the Departments to expedite the process for

utilization of Central Grants.

Statement

ACA for Special and Other Programmes/Schemes (including OTACA)

Central Grants

(Rs. in Crore)

S1.No. ACA Schemes 2011-12
Allocation Utilisation
1 2 3 4
1. Accelerated Irrigation Benefits Programme (AIBP) 744.36 661.99
2. Roads and Bridges 131.28 131.28
3. Western Ghat Dev. Prog. 29.07 29.07
4. Grants under provision to article 275(1) 41.50 3340
5. Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission 575.00 449.69
(JNNURM)

6. Tribal Sub Plan 18.50 3093
7. National Social Assist. Prog. 332.67 397.83
8. Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojna (RKVY) 610.27 595.90
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1 2 3 4

9. National e Governance Action Plan 9.01 9.00

10. Rashtriya Sam Vikas Yojna (RSVY)/Backward Region 108.17 9274
Grant Fund

11. One Time Additional Central Assistance (OTACA) 60.00 60.00
TotaL 2659.83 2491.83

Godowns under Grameen Bhandaran Yojana in Andhra Pradesh

*217. SHRI PALVAI GOVARDHAN REDDY: Will the Minister of

AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) the details of godowns sanctioned in Andhra Pradesh under the

Grameen Bhandaran Yojana since its inception, year-wise and district-wise;

(b) the details of subsidy provided and released during the above period,;

(c) the number of farmers benefited under the Scheme in Andhra Pradesh;

and

(d) the total capacity added after construction of the godowns so

sanctioned, district-wise?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SHARAD PAWAR): (a) to (d) Year

wise details of number of godowns, capacity sanctioned and subsidy released under

Grameen Bhandaran Yojana (GBY) in Andhra Pradesh till 31/03/2013, are given in the

Statement-1 (See below). District wise details of number of godowns, capacity

sanctioned, subsidy released and number of farmers benefited under the scheme are

given in the Statement-II.



Written Answers to [23 AUG, 2013] Starred Questions 65

Statement-1

No. of Godowns sanctioned under Grameen Bhandaran Yojana in Andhra

Pradesh since inception till March, 2013

Year No. of Godowns Capacity (MT) Subsidy released
Sanctioned (Rs. Lakhs)
2002-03 286 1393488 5129.24
2003-04 129 486545 1712.29
2004-05 39 149532 507.59
2005-06 46 86955 290.72
2006-07 120 344625 1017.80
2007-08 124 387587 1097.61
2008-09 7 226513 624.78
2009-10 69 273803 1030.70
2010-11 160 580982 2432.95
2011-12 138 996735 3323.16
2012-13 307 2825824 6570.81

Statement-11

District-wise details of Godowns sanctioned under Grameen Bhandaran Yojana in

Andhra Pradesh since inception till March, 2013

Sl. No Name of No. of Capacity Subsidy No. of
District Godowns  Sanctioned Released farmers
sanctioned MT) (Rs. lakh) benefited
1 2 3 4 5 6

1. East Godavari 12 75483.97 204.68
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1 2 3 4 5 6

2. Guntur 14 89704.29 424.17

3. Karimnagar 6 38959.63 145.10

4. Kurnool 237 1709108.47 5447.14

5. Nizamabad 260 29222147 1064.06

6. Prakasham 24 127983.13 44758  Godowns are used
7. Rangareddy 115 733655.72 212963 by many farmers,
8. Vizainagram 16 99240.38 33629 for which data is
9. West Godavari 5 261536.61 80271  not maintained.

10. Warrangal 205 1199705.21 2885.30

11. Adilabad 7 31492.85 103.46

12. Ananthpur 41 210812.11 583.79

13. Chittoor A 470085.22 1677.14

14. Kadapa 15 69570.34 21047

15. Khammam 38 230329.66 761.06

16. Krishna 87 413728.89 1136.09

17. Mehboobnagar 37 269602.74 667.36

18. Medak 13 68209.46 167.93

19. Nalgonda 11 57196.20 20547

20. Nellore 14 64043.48 172.56

21. Srikakulam 68 463176.98 1562.77

22. Vishakhapatnam 116 776762.95 260291




Written Answers to [23 AUG, 2013] Starred Questions 67

Impact of change in land use on agricultural productivity

*218. SHRI JAGAT PRAKASH NADDA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE

be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that farmers in Punjab and Haryana are shifting away

from rice and wheat cultivation to other cash crops;

(b) if so, the probable impact of this shift on the production of rice and

wheat in the country;

(¢c) whether it is also a fact that large chunks of agricultural land have been

converted to non-agricultural use; and

(d) if so, the impact of such change in land use on agricultural productivity

in the country?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SHARAD PAWAR): (a) and (b)
No, Sir. Details of area coverage under rice, wheat and cash crops i.e. sugarcane and

cotton in Punjab and Haryana during 2007-08 to 2012-13 are given in the table

below:-
State Area coverage (lakh hectares)
Crop 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13*
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Punjab Rice 2610 2735 2802 2831 28.18 2845
Wheat 3488 3526 3522 35.10 35.28 3522
Sugarcane 1.10 0.81 0.60 0.70 0.80 0.83

Cotton 604 527 5.1 5.30 5.60 481
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Haryana Rice 1075 1210 1205 1245 12.35 12.15
Wheat 2462 2462 2492 25.15 2522 2497
Sugarcane 1.40 0.90 0.74 0.85 095 1.01
Cotton 483 455 5.07 492 641 6.14

* 4th Advance Estimates

The above figures indicate that there is no shift in area under cultivation in

Punjab and Haryana from rice and wheat to cash crops.

Production of rice in the country increased from 96.69 million tonnes in
2007-08 to 104.40 million tonnes in 2012-13 (4th Advance Estimates). During the
above period, production of wheat increased from 78.57 million tonnes to 92.46

million tonnes.

(c) and (d) As per latest Land Use Statistics, during 2007-08 to 2010-11, the
agricultural land in the country marginally declined by 0.4 million hectares and the
area under non-agricultural uses increased by 0.6 million hectares. However,
production of foodgrains in the country increased from 230.78 million tonnes in
2007-08 to 244.49 million tonnes in 2010-11 and further to 255.36 million tonnes in
2012-13 (4th advance estimates) due to increase in productivity and cropping

intensity.

Request for sharing cost of ROB

1#219. CHAUDHARY MUNAVVER SALEEM: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS

be pleased to state:

(@) whether it is a fact that a request has been made to the State
Government of Madhya Pradesh for its concurrence for sharing the cost of the Road

Overbridge (ROB) on the Khari Phatak railway crossing in Vidisha town; and

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(b) if so, whether the State Government has agreed to it, and if not, the

reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE): (a) Yes,
Sir. It is a fact that request has been made to State Government of Madhya Pradesh
to sponsor the proposal for construction of ROB on Cost Sharing Basis in lieu of

level crossing No. 271 (Khari Phatak) situated in Vidisha Yard.

(b) State Government has not sent any proposal for construction of ROB

so far.

Revamping Justice Delivery System

#220. SHRI VIJAY JAWAHARLAL DARDA: Will the Minister of LAW AND
JUSTICE be pleased to state:

(a) the results of release of Rs. 1000 crore out of Rs. 5000 crore by the
Thirteenth Finance Commission for improvement of Justice Delivery, including
operation of morning and evening courts, establishment of alternate dispute
resolution centres, Lok Adalats, providing free legal aid and training of judicial

officers and setting up fast-track courts for trying heinous crimes;

(b) whether Government is contemplating fixing maximum duration by which
civil and criminal cases in subordinate and district courts are to be finally settled;

and

(c) whether delaying provisions, as present in our existing Acts, would be

curtailed keeping in view the accepted international standards?

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) Under the
Thirteenth Finance Commission (13th FC) a provision of Rs. 5000 crores has been
made for a period of five years (2010-15) for improving justice delivery. The first
installment of Rs. 1000 crore was released to States on commencement of the award.
Subsequent installments have been released to states which have submitted
utilization certificates and fulfilled other pre-conditions. Rs. 1426.47 crore has been

released to States as on 31st July, 2013. Since the commencement of the 13th FC till
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31st July, 2013, the following number of cases are reported to have been disposed

off:
(i) Morning/Evening/Shift Court 1 20,25,415
(i) Lok Adalats : 48,75,073
@iii) Alternate Dispute Resolution Centres : 7,43,853

In addition 2,47,150 persons have reportedly benefited from legal awareness
camps, and over 22,000 Judicial Officers and Public Prosecutors have participated in

training programmes.

Under the Eleventh Finance Commission, a grant was sanctioned for the
period 2000-2005 for creation of Fast Track Courts (FTCs) for disposing of long
pending cases. The scheme was extended up to 31st March, 2011. A total grant of
Rs. 870 crore was provided to the States during this entire period. As per reports
received, as on 31st March, 2011, 1190 Fast Track Courts were functional in the
country, and out of 38.99 lakh cases transferred to FTCs since inception of the

scheme, 32.93 lakhs cases were disposed off.

(b) and (c) The rules and procedures for court proceedings, including
adjournment, are in the purview of the respective High Courts. However, in order to
expedite the trial of court cases, a number of legislative changes in procedural laws
have been made by the Parliament which include provisions limiting adjournments of
court proceedings in criminal and civil matters as contained in Section 309 of the
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 and Order XVII of the Code of Civil Procedure,
1908. In order to assist the judiciary, the Government has set up a National Mission
for Justice Delivery and Legal Reforms to achieve the twin goals of (i) increasing
access to justice by reducing delays and arrears; and (ii) enhancing accountability
through structural changes and by setting performance standards and improving
capacities. Further, the Chief Justice of India has established the National Court
Management System (NCMS). NCMS is responsible for preparing policy guidelines
for developing a National Framework of Court Excellence (NFCE) to set measurable
performance standards for courts to address issues of quality, responsiveness and

timeliness in delivery of justice.
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WRITTEN ANSWERS TO UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

Encouraging diversification of cropping pattern

1551. SHRIMATI MAYA SINGH: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Government is encouraging diversification of
cropping pattern by starting various Centres of Excellence for farmers through

international collaboration;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) the nations that have been chosen for such collaboration;

(d) the plan outlay for such projects and the States chosen for the first

phase; and

(e) the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was
signed between India and Israel for establishment of Centres of Excellence (CoEs)
for development of fruits and vegetables to encourage diversification of cropping
pattern. In Phase-I (2008-2010), Haryana and Maharashtra were covered and states
of Maharashtra, Haryana, Punjab, Karnataka, Rajasthan, Gujarat and Tamil Nadu are
being covered in Phase-II (2012-15).

Similarly, a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) has been signed between
India and Netherlands in 2012 for cooperation in the field of agriculture and allied

sectors.

(¢c) Israel and Netherlands.

(d) and (e) The phase-I of Indo-Israel collaborative programme was
implemented with an outlay of Rs. 15.70 crore for Haryana and Rs. 15.48 crore for

Maharashtra.
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In addition to this, “Crop Diversification Programme” is being implemented in
Original Green Revolution States namely Punjab, Haryana and Western Uttar

Pradesh with an outlay of Rs. 500 crore during 2013-14.

Strategy to fight drought

1552. SHRI HUSAIN DALWAI: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(a) the area under cultivation which is affected by drought in the country,

Statewise;
(b) whether the country has any long term strategy to fight drought; and

(¢) if so, how far this strategy has helped in redeeming areas under

drought, State-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) As per report of the High Level Technical Committee
headed by Prof. H.C. Hanumantha Rao, 74.59 million hectare area had been identified
for implementation of Drought Prone Area Programme (DPAP). Statewise details are

given in the Statement (See below).

(b) and (c) A number of Central Government Schemes/Programmes have
evolved over time to address the need for medium and long-term drought mitigation
requirements. Notable among them are Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS), Integrated Watershed Management Programme
(IWMP) subsuming erstwhile Drought Prone Area Programme (DPAP), National Rural
Drinking Water Programme (NRDWP), Swarna-jayanthi Grameen Swarozgar Yojana
(SGSY), Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY), Fodder and Feed Development
Scheme etc. Besides, various area development programmes by State Governments
either through their own resources or with Government of India’s support like
Backward Region Grant Fund (BRGF), Rural Infrastructure Development Fund (RIDF)

etc. are contributing significantly to enhance drought resilience.
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States, districts and blocks covered under Drought Prone Areas Programme

(DPAP)
SI. No. State Number of Number of Area in
Districts Blocks Million ha.

1 2 3 4 5
1. Andhra Pradesh 11 A 99218
2. Bihar 6 30 9533
3. Chhattisgarh 9 29 2.1801
4. Gujarat 14 67 43938
5. Himachal Pradesh 3 10 0.3319
6. Jammu and Kashmir 6 2 14705
7. Jharkhand 15 100 34843
8. Karnataka 17 81 84332
9. Madhya Pradesh 26 105 89101
10. Maharashtra 25 149 19.4473
11. Odisha 8 47 26178
12.  Rajasthan 11 32 3.1968
13.  Tamil Nadu 18 80 29416
14.  Uttar Pradesh 15 60 3.5698
15.  Uttarakhand 7 30 1.5796
16. West Bengal 4 36 1.1594

ToraL 195 972 745913
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Safal vegetable booths

1553. SHRI A.A. JINNAH: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to

state:

(a) the names of colonies/areas, where Safal vegetable booths have been

opened by the Safal management in Delhi/New Delhi after 1.1.1990;

(b) the reasons that such a facility of Safal vegetable booths have not been

provided in Sector-II, IIT and V of R.K. Puram, New Delhi;

(c) the date-wise action taken by Safal authorities to provide this facility in

above three sectors of R.K. Puram; and

(d) by when such facility is likely to be provided to the residents of these

three sectors of R.K. Puram?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI CHARAN DAS MAHANT) (a) 149 Safal Vegetable Booths have been opened
after 1 January, 1990 in Delhi/New Delhi and the details are given in the Statement
(See below).

(b) 7 Safal vegetable booths are functional in R.K. Puram which are
sufficient to meet the requirement of the people in that area. As on date, no request

has been received to open Safal vegetable booths in Sector II, I and V.

(c) and (d) Does not arise in view of reply in (b) above.

Statement

List of Booths opened after 1st January, 1990 in Delhi/New Delhi

Colony No. of Outlets

Alaknanda 1

Anand Vihar 1
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Colony No. of Outlets
Ashok Vihar 2
Asiad Village 1
Ayurvigyaan Nagar 1
Bapu Dham 1
Bindapur 1
CR Park 1
Dilshad Garden 1
Dwarka 8
East of Kailash 1
GT.B. Nagar 1
GK-1 1
Gujaranwala Town 1
Hari Nagar 2
Hauz Khas 1
Inder Enclave 1
Inder Puri 1
Jaidev Park 1
Janak Puri 3

Jasola 2
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Colony No. of Outlets
JNU Campus 1
K.G. Marg 1
Kanti Nagar 1
Katwaria Sarai 1
Kishan Ganj 1
Kondli 1
Lajpat Nagar 1
Loni Road 1
Mandawali Fazalpur 2
Mangol Puri 2
Mansarover Park 1
Masjid Moth 1
Mayur Vihar 9
Moti Bagh 1
Motia Khan 1
Nand Nagri 1
Narela 2
Panchsheel Enclave 1

Pandav Nagar 1
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Colony No. of Outlets
Paschim Vihar 7
Patparganj 5
Pitampura 4
Pragati Vihar 1
Prasad Nagar 1
Preet Vihar 1
Priyadarshani Vihar 1
Pul Prahladpur 1
Punjabi Bagh 1
R.K. Puram 2
Ramjas Road 1
Rana Pratap Bag 1
Rani Bagh 1
Rohini 2
Saini Enclave 1
Sarita Vihar 3
Saraswati Vihar 1
Shahdra 1

Shakurbasti 1
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Colony No. of Outlets
Shalimar Bagh 3
Sheikh Sarai 1
Subroto Park 1
Sultan Puri 1
Suraj Mal Vihar 2
Swastha Vihar 1
Tigri Khanpur 1
Tilak Lane 1
Trilok Puri 1
Usha Niketan 1
Uttam Nagar 1
Vasant Kunj 6
Vasant Vihar 2
Vasundhara Enclave 1
Vikas Puri 6
Yojana Vihar 1
ToraL 149

Recognition of Veterinary Colleges of Shimoga and Hassan in Karnataka

1554. DR. VIJAY MALLYA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to

state:

(a) the present status on giving recognition to two veterinary colleges in

Shimoga and Hassan from the Veterinary Council of India (VCI) in Karnataka;
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(b) the reasons for delay in getting the recognition from the VCI; and

(c) by when the colleges are expected to get the recognition?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (a) As reported by the Veterinary Council of India
that on the receipt of proposal on establishment of new Veterinary Colleges at
Shimoga and Hassan in Karnataka, the Council got examined the facilities of these
two colleges in relation to the fulfillment of minimum requirement laid down under
Minimum Standard of Veterinary Education Regulations (B.V.Sc. and AH) Course
2008. As the facilities created and manpower (both teaching and non-teaching)
available at these colleges were found to be deficient as compared to VCI Regulation
on “Minimum Standard of Veterinary Education”. Hence, Council did not
recommended for inclusion of the qualification Act in respect of these two new

Veterinary colleges in First Schedule of the Indian Veterinary Council Act, 1984.

(b) As clarified again by Council on line of above that due to non-
fulfillment of the Minimum requirement in terms of infra-structure, physical facilities,
equipment, manpower etc. by these two new colleges as per VCI regulations, the
Veterinary Council of India did not recommended for recognition of the qualification

in respect of Veterinary Colleges at Shimoga and Hassan in Karnataka.

(¢) Veterinary Council of India has informed that the qualification in respect
of a veterinary college can be recommended for inclusion in the First Schedule of
Indian Veterinary Council Act, 1984 for recognition only on fulfillment of minimum
requirement as prescribed under VCI Regulations under Minimum Standard of

Veterinary Education Regulations Degree Course (B.V.Sc. and AH) Course 2008.

Creation of Drought Relief Fund

1555. SHRI SHADI LAL BATRA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(a) the details of packages given to drought affected States in the country

during the last year and the current year, State-wise;
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(b) whether Government proposes to create Drought Relief Fund to provide

financial grant to such States;
(c) if so, the details thereof; and
(d) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR) (a) Details of central assistance approved from National
Disaster Response Fund (NDRF) for managing drought during last year and current

year, Statewise, are given in the Statement (See below).

(b) to (d) State Governments are empowered to initiate appropriate relief
measures in the wake of loss/damage to crops due to natural calamities including
drought from funds readily available under State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF)
which consists of contributions from the Centre and State in the ratio of 75:25 in
case of General category States and 90:10 in the case of Special Category States.
Additional financial assistance, over and above SDRF, is provided from National
Disaster Response Fund (NDRF), upon receipt of detailed memorandum from the
State Government following which Inter Ministerial Central Team (IMCT) is deputed
for assessing the situation and recommending central assistance as per established
procedure and extant norms. Ministry of Agriculture, at present, is not contemplating

any proposal for creating an exclusive Drought Relief Fund.
Statement

Assistance approved from the National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF) for

managing drought

Sl. No. State Assistance approved from NDRF

(Rs. in crore)

Year 2012-13

1. Karnataka 526.06
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1 2 3
2. Gujarat 864.71
3. Mabharashtra 778.09 (Kharif)

1036.98 (Rabi)
4. Rajasthan 320.64
5. Kerala 62.61 (Kharif)
107.89 (Rabi)
Year 2013-14

No State has declared drought so far.

Insurance facility for inland fish ponds

1556. SHRI SHASHI BHUSAN BEHERA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE

be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government would take steps to give status to Fisheries at par

with Agriculture;

(b) whether the Ministry would impress upon the Insurance Companies to

insure the inland fish ponds; and

(c) whether the Ministry would provide sufficient fund under then the
C.S.P. Scheme “Development of Inland Fisheries and Aquaculture” as per

requirement of States?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (a) Some State Governments and Associations of
Aquaculture sector have suggested that Pisciculture/aquaculture be treated at par
with agriculture so that the subsidy, income tax benefits and other incentives

available to agriculture could be extended to Pisciculture. The Department of Animal
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Husbandry, Dairying and fisheries, Ministry of Agriculture had requested Ministry
of Finance to consider these suggestions. Ministry of Finance has informed that the
income from fisheries does not qualify as agricultural income under the Income Tax
Act, 1961 and hence is subject to income tax. However, some incentives are available
for cooperatives and enterprises for fisheries activities under section 80P, 80-IB
(11A) and 35 AD of the Income Tax Act, 1961. In respect of provision of loans at
low interest rates, it has been clarified that the provision of interest subvention is
available for crop loans upto Rs. 3 lakhs to the farmers. Loans for the purpose of

fisheries sector are not covered under this scheme at present.

(b) The existing Centrally Sponsored/Central sector schemes of the
Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries do not cover insurance of
fish ponds and there is no proposal to include insurance of fish ponds in the

existing scheme(s) during the Twelfth Plan.

(¢) The Centrally Sponsored Scheme-Development of Inland Fisheries and
Aquaculture is a demand driven scheme and no state wise allocation of funds are
made under the scheme. During 2013-14 an allocation of Rs. 40 crores has been

made under the said scheme.

Women farmers of North-East Region

1557. SHRI PANKAJ BORA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased

to state:

(a) whether Government is aware that women farmers of North-East are
contributing significantly in land preparation, sowing, weeding, transplanting,
harvesting, reasing ducks, pigs, cattle fish processing, collection of forest products

etc.;

(b) whether it is also a fact that women growing food for family do not have

access to credit and inputs as they are classified as labourers and not farmers;

(c) if so, whether women farmers of North-East are being deprived of their

rights; and
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(d) if so, the reaction of Government thereto?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR) (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) No, Sir. National Policy for Farmers, 2007 recommends issue of Joint
Pattas to women for both homestead and agricultural land for empowering them to

access credit and other inputs and services.

As per the National Policy For Farmers the term ‘Farmer’ refers to a person
actively engaged in the economic and/or livelihood activity of growing crops and
producing other primary agricultural commodities and will include all agricultural
operational holders, cultivators, agricultural labourers, sharecroppers, tenants,
poultry and livestock rearers, fishers, beekeepers, gardeners, pastoralists, non-
corporate planters and planting labourers, as well as persons engaged in various
farming related occupations such as sericulture, vermiculture and agro-forestry. The
term also includes tribal families/persons engaged in shifting cultivation and in the

collection, use and sale of minor and non-timber forest produce.

The Department of Agriculture and Cooperation is not implementing any
specific schemes for women farmers only. However, as per the directives of Planning
Commission and Gender Budgeting contained in the Union Budgets, the States have
been directed since 2007-08 onwards to ensure flow of funds to the tune of 30% for

the benefit of women farmers under all beneficiary oriented Schemes.

(¢) No, Sir.

(d) Does not arise.

Warehousing facility in rural areas

1558. SHRI VIVEK GUPTA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to

state:

(a) whether Government has estimated the need for warehousing facility in

rural areas for storage of agricultural products;
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(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether Government has created warehousing and other storage

facilities in rural areas in the context of the Food Security Bill; and

(d) if so, the total number of rural warehouses constructed till now in West

Bengal?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. As per Report of the Working Group on
Agricultural Marketing Infrastructure, Secondary Agriculture and Policy Required for
Internal and External Trade of Planning Commission, the additional warehousing
facility required for the Twelfth Five Year Plan 2012-17 is 35 million MT for storing

agricultural produce.

(c) and (d) Government has created warehousing and storage facilities by
launching several promotional activities and capital investment schemes for creation
of storage infrastructure. These include schemes such as Grameen Bhandaran Yojana
(GBY), Private Entrepreneur Guarantee (PEG) scheme and provision of Warehouse

Infrastructure Fund of NABARD.

Since inception of the Grameen Bhandaran Yojana (GBY) in April, 2001 up to
June, 2013, a total of 1201 godowns with a capacity of 7.38 lakh MT have been

created in West Bengal.
Effect of shortage of rain

1559. SHRI VIJAY JAWAHARLAL DARDA: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether shortage of rains during 2012 had adversely affected crops in
many parts of the country where rain-fed cropping pattern is the major source of

farm productivity;

(b) if so, the extent of losses in Vidarbha region of Maharashtra, where
farmers are committing suicides due to uneconomic cropping because of perennial

power shortage resulting in non-operation of tube wells; and
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(c) whether any relief measures have been taken so that small and marginal
farmers of districts like Yavatmal, Akola, Washim, Buldhana etc. are not compelled to

resort to desperate measure like suicides?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) As per 4th Advance Estimate, total area coverage under
major crops during 2012-13 had witnessed a shortfall of about 45.9 lakh ha against
2011-12 primarily due to deficit rainfall during South West and North West
Monsoon, 2012.

(b) During Kharif-2012, Government of Maharashtra had declared drought in
125 talukas in 16 districts of the State including 1 taluka of Buldhana District of
Vidarbha region. As per information made available by State Government, 10519.44
ha area had suffered crop loss of 50% and above in Buldhana district during Kharif-
2012.

(¢) Government of India had approved an assistance of Rs. 778.09 crore
from National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF) to Government of Maharashtra for
managing drought situation during Kharif-2012 in the State including Buldhana

district of Vidarbha region.

Besides, in view of rainfall deficit in several parts of the country during
Monsoon-2012, Government of India introduced several schemes to mitigate
sufferings of farmers especially that of small and marginal farmers such as (i) Diesel
Subsidy Scheme (for providing protective irrigation in drought declared areas)
(i) enhancement of subsidy on seeds (to partially recompense farmers for re-sowing/
purchasing drought tolerant varieties of seeds) (iii) up-scaling the Central Sector
Scheme on Feed and Fodder (iv) waiver of import duty on oil cakes (v) additional
allocation under Accelerated Fodder Development Programme (AFDP) (vi) providing
assistance for feed and fodder supplements under National Mission for Protein
Supplements (NMPS) (vii) introducing drought impact mitigating interventions in

perennial horticulture crops (viii) reducing interest on rescheduled crop loans etc.

In addition, additional wage employment upto 50 days per household beyond
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100 days under Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS), interim assistance under calamity component of National Rural
Drinking Water Programme (NRDWP), fast tracking release of installments under
NRDWP and Integrated Watershed Management Programme (IWMP) were extended

to drought affected areas.

Impact of climate change on agriculture

1560. SHRI N. BALAGANGA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased

to state:

(a) whether Government has conducted any study to find out the impact of

climate change on agriculture sector;

(b) if so, the details thereof including the reaction of Government thereto;

(c) whether Government’s agricultural research institutes have conducted
any study to assess the impact of global warming on agricultural production in

different parts of the country;

(d) if so, the details thereof; and

(e) the steps taken by Government to deal with the impact of climate

change on agricultural sector in the country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. Realizing that the climate change is
likely to have major impacts on agriculture, the Government through Indian Council
of Agricultural Research (ICAR) has assessed the impact of climate change on

Indian agriculture under different scenarios using crop simulation models.

(c) and (d) Yes, Sir. The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) has
conducted climate change impact analysis on crop yields through various centres in
different parts of the country using crop simulation models (INFO-CROP and HAD
CM3) for 2020, 2050 and 2080. The results indicate variability in temperature and

rainfall pattern with significant impacts on crop yields. These studies projected
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reduction in yields of irrigated rice by about 4% in 2020, 7% in 2050 and 10% in
2080. Rainfed rice yields are likely to be reduced by 6% in 2020, but in 2050 and 2080
they are projected to decrease only marginally (<2.5%). Climate change is projected
to reduce timely-sown irrigated wheat production by about 6% in 2020. In case of
late sown wheat, however, the projected reductions are to the extent of 18, 23 and 25
per cent in 2020, 2050 and 2080 respectively. Yields of irrigated kharif maize may
decrease by about 18% in 2020 and 2050 and about 23% in 2080 due to climate
change. Rainfed sorghum yields are projected to decline marginally (2.5%) in 2020
scenario and by about 8% in 2050.

() The Government through Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR)
has initiated a network project on ‘National Initiative on Climate Resilient
Agriculture’ (NICRA) to enhance resilience of Indian agriculture through Strategic
Research on adaptation and mitigation (covering crops, livestock, fisheries and
natural resource management), Technology Demonstration, Capacity Building and

Sponsored/Competitive Grant Projects.

Besides, a mission document on National Mission on Sustainable Agriculture
(NMSA) was accorded in-principle approval by the Prime Minister’s Council on
Climate Change. NMSA identifies 10 key dimensions for promoting sustainable
agriculture practices by implementing programme of action through four functional
areas, namely, Research and Development, Technologies, products and practices,
Infrastructures and Capacity building. The programmes of action have been
embedded and mainstreamed under the ongoing schemes of Ministry of Agriculture

through selective up-scaling and course correction measures.

Functioning of RKVY

1561. DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has recently reviewed the functioning of Rashtriya

Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY) in the country;
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(b) if so, the outcome thereof;
(c) the deficiencies identified in its functioning;

(d) the corrective measures taken/proposed to be taken by Government for

effective implementation of this Yojana; and

(e) the details of the funds released and spent by each State/UT during

each of the last two years under this Yojana?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (d) Government of India has assigned Institute for
Social and Economic Change (ISEC), Bengaluru to conduct an impact assessment
study of Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY) implemented during Eleventh Five

Year Plan Period.

(e) The State-wise details of funds released and utilized during each of the

last two years under RKVY are given in the Statement.

Statement

State-wise release and utilization of funds under RKVY during last two year as

on 17.08.2013

(Rs. in Crore)

S1. No. Name of 2011-12 2012-13

the State Release* Utilization =~ Release*  Utilization
1 2 3 4 5 6
1. Andhra Pradesh 734.20 734.20 57179 540.65
2. Arunachal Pradesh 10.68 10.68 2494 2037
3. Assam 22777 22771 399.57 23331

4. Bihar 506.82 469.74 700.20 585.56
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1 2 3 4 5 6

5. Chhattisgarh 21261 206.06 57122 551.17
6. Goa 24.78 24.78 3527 0.00
7. Gujarat 51548 51548 610.87 469.63
8. Haryana 176.87 167.38 179.88 119.26
0. Himachal Pradesh 99.93 97.54 59.27 27.60
10.  Jammu and Kashmir 63.03 55.79 103.22 7648
11.  Jharkhand 174.56 174.56 21938 17699
12.  Karnataka 595.90 574.06 549.15 0.00
13.  Kerala 182.89 181.29 253.03 94.13
14.  Madhya Pradesh 398.37 377.35 448.13 317.62
15.  Maharashtra 73544 73544 1050.81 51022
16.  Manipur 2225 2225 4797 2203
17.  Meghalaya 2044 2044 22.68 0.00
18.  Mizoram 36.63 30.36 184.73 96.89
19.  Nagaland 3754 37.54 85.75 85.75
20.  Odisha 356.96 350.69 468.28 34332
21.  Punjab 145.87 136.60 86.83 26.83
22.  Rajasthan 692.08 692.08 348.18 33424
23.  Sikkim 24.64 2447 1521 11.96
24.  Tamil Nadu 333.06 276.65 613.27 21248
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1 2 3 4 5 6
25.  Tripura 25.63 25.63 5643 2044
26.  Uttar Pradesh 762.83 762.83 294.52 223.67
27.  Uttarakhand 128.84 48.73 821 0.00
28.  West Bengal 486.65 486.65 374.58 32444
ToTAL STATES 773275 7467.04 8389.37 5425.04

* Includes sub-schemes of RKVY
Assistance to Chhattisgarh

71562. DR. BHUSHAN LAL JANGDE: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has not included assistance of State Co-operative
Marketing Association for assistance scheme for major foodgrains and seed and
fertilizer handling while ascertaining eligibility under Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana

for the year 2013-14 of Chhattisgarh;

(b) whether both the components are to be included as per letter written by

the Government of Chhattisgarh to Central Government; and

(c) whether second instalment of Chhattisgarh under ISOPAM is pending

and Central assistance will be released?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) As per extant guidelines of Rashtriya Krishi
Vikas Yojana (RKVY), all plan expenditure incurred by Government of Chhattisgarh
on Agriculture and Allied activities and Forestry and Wildlife have been included to
ascertain eligibility of the State under RKVY during 2013-14. However, expenditure
incurred by the State on Mukhyamantri Khadhyann Sahayata Yojana was not
considered as it is not classified under the Major Head of Plan Expenditure of

Agriculture and allied Activities.

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi
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() Rs. 4.29 crore has been released to Chhattisgarh under Integrated
Scheme of Oilseeds, Pulses, Oilpalm and Maize (ISOPOM) during the year 2013-14 as
first instalment. State will become eligible for second instalment when it submits

utilization certificates for funds made available under ISOPOM.
Treating pisciculture at par with agriculture

1563. SHRI PYARIMOHAN MOHAPATRA: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has any proposal to treat pisciculture at par with

agriculture; and

(b) if not, whether it would consider to grant such parity with a view to

increase fish production in the country for domestic consumption and export?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (a) and (b) Some State Governments and Associations
of Aquaculture sector have suggested that Pisciculture/aquaculture be treated at par
with agriculture so that the subsidy, income tax benefits and other incentives
available to agriculture could be extended to Pisciculture. The Department of Animal
Husbandry, Dairying and fisheries, Ministry of Agriculture had requested Ministry
of Finance to consider these suggestions. Ministry of Finance has informed that the
income from fisheries does not qualify as agricultural income under the Income Tax
Act, 1961 and hence is subject to income tax. However, some incentives are available
for cooperatives and enterprises for fisheries activities under section 80P, 80-IB
(1TA) and 35 AD of the Income Tax Act, 1961. In respect of provision of loans at
low interest rates, it is stated that the provision of interest subvention is available
for crop loans upto Rs. 3 lakhs to the agriculture farmers. Loans for the purpose of

fisheries sector are not covered under this scheme at present.
Grant-in-aid to Himachal Pradesh

t1564. SHRIMATI BIMLA KASHYAP SOOD: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether any grant-in-aid is being given to Himachal Pradesh for various

Agriculture schemes by the Central Government;

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi
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(b) if so, the details of the amount given under these schemes in 2011-12

and 2012-13, district-wise, along with the name of the scheme; and

(¢) if not, the reasons therefor and by when the amount will be given to

Himachal Pradesh and the scheme under which it will be given?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Scheme-wise funds released to Himachal Pradesh during 2011-12 and
2012-13 are given in the statement (See below). Funds are released to the State
Government. State Government further disburses these funds to the districts as per

their needs.
(c) Does not arise.
Statement

Scheme-wise funds released to Himachal Pradesh during 2011-121 and 2012-13

(Rs. in crore)

SI. No Name of Scheme Released Released
in 2011-12 in 2012-13*

1. Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana 99.93 59.27

2. Macro Management of Agriculture 17.05 19.54

3. Integrated Scheme of Oilseeds, Pulses, Oil Palm 0.83 0.65
and Maize

4. Support to State Extension Programmes for 1448 9.31

Extension Reforms

5. National Bamboo Mission 0.08 0.89

6.  Horticulture Mission for North-East and 3531 27.55

Himalayan States

ToraL 167.68 117.21
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Grameen Bhandaran Yojana in Rajasthan

1565. DR. GYAN PRAKASH PILANIA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE

be pleased to state:

(a) the total amount sanctioned and spent under ‘Grameen Bhandaran

Yojana’ in Rajasthan;

(b) the total storage capacity created and godowns set up under the

scheme;

(¢c) whether Government is considering to increase the capacity of these

godowns;
(d) if so, the details thereof; and
(e) the funds provided by the Central Government therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) An amount of Rs. 4681.185 lakhs has been sanctioned
and Rs. 2498.741 lakhs has been released since inception of Grameen Bhandaran

Yojana in April, 2001 up to June, 2013, in Rajasthan.

(b) Under Grameen Bhandaran Yojana since inception of the scheme in
April, 2001 up to June, 2013, a capacity of 270.31 lakh MT has been created and a

total of 20,216 godowns have been set up across the country.

(c) and (d) It is proposed to create additional new capacity of 230 lakh MT

under the scheme during Twelfth Plan.

(¢) An amount of Rs. 3000 Crores has been provided by the Central

Government for the scheme under Twelfth Plan.
Land under cultivation

1566. SHRI C.P. NARAYANAN: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(a) the total hectares of land in the country under agriculture during the last

three years;
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(b) how much of this land was set apart for production, how much for

foodgrains, for pulses and vegetables;

(¢) how much of this land is owned by small peasants with less than five

hectares of land; and

(d) whether there is a trend for concentration of agricultural land in recent

years?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) As per the latest Land Use Statistics data
(2010-11) compiled by Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Ministry of
Agriculture, agricultural land, lands under foodgrains, pulses and vegetables in the

country during the last three years are tabulated below:

(Thousand Hectares)

Year Agricultural Land under Land under Land under
Land foodgrains pulses vegetables
2008-2009 182459 124635 23764 5940
2009-2010 182184 121482 22573 5365
2010-2011 182032 127701 25750 5388

(c) and (d) As per the latest Agriculture Census (2010-11) small peasants
(number of operational holdings with less than five acres of land) constitute 133.3
million in 2010-11 as compared to 124.3 million in 2005-06. Further, the average size of
operational land holdings decreased from 1.23 hectares in 2005-06 to 1.16 hectares in

2010-11 due to increase in population, fragmentation of land holdings, etc.

Status of soil fertility

71567. DR. VIJAYLAXMI SADHO: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(a) whether the Ministry is aware of the fact that soil fertility has been

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.



Written Answers to [23 AUG, 2013] Unstarred Questions 95

decreasing due to ongoing climate changes and excessive use of chemical

fertilizers;

(b) whether Government is conducting any scientific study after having a

survey, to ascertain the current status of soil fertility; and

(¢c) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) There is no scientific evidence of declining soil fertility
with judicious use of chemical fertilizers. However, indiscriminate and imbalance use
of fertilizers coupled with low addition of organic matter over years may result into
multinutrient deficiencies and deterioration of soil health as evident from results of
AICRP on ‘Long Term Fertilizer Experiments’ being conducted by Indian Council of

Agricultural Research.

Under climate change scenario in many parts of the country, intensive rainfall
events may cause runoff and soil erosion. As a result, along with soil, organic
carbon and other nutrients are washed away from the field. This may be one of the

possible causes of soil fertility decline with climate change.

(b) and (c) Indian Institute of Soil Science (IISS), Bhopal is preparing geo-
referenced soil fertility maps of various districts of the country (167 districts
completed) through different AICRP Coordinating Centres located at various State
Agricultural Universities. These geo-referenced maps can be useful in monitoring
soil fertility, fertilizer recommendations for balanced nutrient application in various

parts of the country.

Compensation to farmers losing crops due to rains

1568. SHRI SANJAY RAUT: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased

to state:

(a) whether farmers in Maharashtra, particularly of Vidarbha region are

facing tremendous loss caused to their harvest due to heavy rains;
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(b) if so, in how many hectares the harvest was lost;

(c) whether Government would come forward to compensate farmers who

suffered damage to their crops; and

(d) if so, by when and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) As per information made available by
Government of Maharashtra, crops in an area of about 6.53 lakh ha have been

damaged in Vidarbha region due to consistent heavy rains during June and July,

2013.

(c) and (d) State Government can initiate appropriate relief measures in the
wake of loss/damage to crops due to natural calamities including flood from funds

readily available under State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF).

Additional financial assistance, over and above SDRF, is provided from
National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF), upon receipt of detailed memorandum
from the State Government following which Inter Ministerial Central Team (IMCT) is
deputed for assessing the situation and recommending central assistance as per

established procedure and extant norms.

Quinoa cultivation in Andhra Pradesh

1569. SHRI C.M. RAMESH: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to

state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Andhra Pradesh Academy of Rural Development
has successfully experimented Quinoa which can replace cereal with its rich nutrient

value;

(b) whether it is also a fact that Quinoa can survive severe heat and do not

need too much water;

(c) if so, the details thereof; and
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(d) the efforts the Ministry is making to encourage Andhra Pradesh to grow

Quinoa which is being sold at very high price in the international markets?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR)
Regional Station, Shimla has supplied seeds of three genotypes of quinoa to Andhra
Pradesh Academy of rural Development to test their performance in Andhra Pradesh
(AP). The crop has a high nutritional value and can supplement cereals for nutrition

but cannot replace them.

(b) It can tolerate mild heat and grow well at low moisture. However, it does

not tolerate high moisture and rains at the time of sowing and maturity.

(¢) The crop is new to Andhra Pradesh. It needs more experiments on its

adaptability and cultivation in different environments and locations.

(d) NBPGR Regional Station, Shimla is supplying seed of quinoa to NBPGR

Regional Station, Hyderabad to conduct trials at different places in AP.

Production of HYV seeds

1570. SHRI N. BALAGANGA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased

to state:

(@) whether Government is taking any action on the need to produce more
of HYV seeds keeping in view the poor rainfall and depleting groundwater levels in

the country;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(¢c) whether Government has propagated the idea to farmers by way of

awareness campaigns;

(d) if so, the details thereof; and

(e) the steps taken by Government to increase productivity?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. The proposed increase in production of
High Yielding Variety (HYV) seeds in the country, as reported by the States, is from
328.58 lakh quintals in 2012-13 to 337.14 lakh quintals in 2013-14.

(c) to (e) To generate awareness among farmers on use of HYV seeds, front
Line Demonstrations/minikit distributions are conducted through various crop
development programmes being implemented by the Department of Agriculture and
Cooperation, viz. National Food Security Mission (NFSM), Integrated Scheme on
Oilseeds, Oil Palm and Maize (ISOPOM), Initiative for Nutritional Security through
Intensive Millets Promotion (INSIMP), Technology Mission on Cotton (TMC),
Technology Mission on June and Mesta (TMJ and M). Assistance is also provided
Under Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY), National Horticulture Mission (NHM)
and Development and Strengthening of Infrastructure Facilities Schemes for

production and distribution of quality seeds including HYV seeds.
Upgradation of Agricultural Universities

T1571. SHRI OM PRAKASH MATHUR: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE

be pleased to state:

(a) whether Central Government has received proposals from various State

Governments to upgrade the Agriculture Universities in the country;
(b) if so, the State/Union Territory-wise details thereof;

(c) the action taken by Government on such proposals during the last three

years; and

(d) the total amount sanctioned by Government for the said purpose, State/

Union Territory-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. A proposal was received from the Govt.
of Bihar for conversion of Rajendra Agricultural University, Pusa, Bihar into a

Central Agricultural University.

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(c) Based on the report of the Special Task Force constituted under the
Chairmanship of Dr. S.C. Jha, the Planning Commission conveyed its ‘in principle’
approval for establishment of a new Central Agricultural University at Pusa in Bihar.
A draft MOU has been forwarded to the Government of Bihar to delineate transfer of
assets and liabilities of the University between the Government of Bihar and the

Union Government.

(d) An allocation of Rs. 400 crore has been made in the Twelfth Plan, for the

purpose.
Reduction in number of farmers

1572. SHRIMATIT KUSUM RAL:
SHRI ALOK TIWARI:
SHRI ARVIND KUMAR SINGH:
SHRI PRABHAT JHA:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(@) whether farmers in the country are leaving their ancestral jobs due to

non-profitable agriculture;
(b) if so, the details thereof, State-wise;

(¢) whether farmers’ population has fallen by 9 million during last decade as

per the recent data released by the Registrar General of India;
(d) if so, the details thereof, State-wise;
(e) whether absolute number of farmers has fallen first time in four decades;
(f) if so, the details thereof; and
(g) the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) According to the Situation Assessment Survey
of Farmers 2003 conducted by the National Sample Survey Office (NSSO), cultivation

was the most important source of income of farmer households in rural India.
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(c) and (d) As per Census 2011 conducted by the Registrar General of India,
the number of cultivators has fallen by 8.6 million during the last decade, from 127.3

million in 2001 to 118.7 million in 2011. State-wise details are given in the Statement

(See below).

(e) to (g) The number of cultivators, during the three decades 1971 to 2001
has shown a continuous increase from 78.2 million to 127.3 million, while the same
has declined during the decade 2001 to 2011 from 127.3 million to 118.7 million. A
shift from low productive and low remunerative sector to high productive and more

remunerative sector is a normal phenomenon in the development process.
Statement

State-wise details of number of cultivators as per census 2001 and 2011

SLNo. Name of State Census Census Increase/
2001 2011 Decrease over

the last census

1 2 3 4 5
India 127312851 118692640 8620211
1. Jammu and Kashmir 1591514 1245316 346198
2. Himachal Pradesh 1954870 2062062 -107192
3. Punjab 2065067 1934511 130556
4. Chandigarh 2141 2578 437
5. Uttaranchal 1570116 1580423 -10307
6. Haryana 3018014 2480801 537213
7. Delhi 37431 33398 4033

8. Rajasthan 13140066 13618870 -478804
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1 2 3 4 5

0. Uttar Pradesh 22167562 19057888 3109674
10.  Bihar 8193621 7196226 997395
11.  Sikkim 131258 117401 13857
12.  Arunachal Pradesh 279300 302723 -23423
13.  Nagaland 548845 537702 11143
14. Manipur (Excl. 3 Sub-divisions) 379705 457891 -78186
15. Mizoram 256332 229603 26729
16.  Tripura 313300 295947 17353
17.  Meghalaya 467010 494675 -27665
18.  Assam 3730773 4061627 -330854
19.  West Bengal 5653922 5116688 537234
20.  Jharkhand 3889506 3814832 74674
21.  Odisha 4247661 4103989 143672
22. Chhattisgarh 4311131 4004796 306335
23.  Madhya Pradesh 11037906 9844439 1193467
24.  Gujarat 5802681 5447500 355181
25. Daman and Diu 4034 2316 1718
26.  Dadra and Nagar Haveli 39470 28164 11306
27.  Mabharashtra 11813275 12569373 -756098
28.  Andhra Pradesh 7859534 6491522 1368012
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1 2 3 4 5

29.  Karnataka 6883856 6580649 303207
30.  Goa 50395 31354 19041
31.  Lakshadweep 0 0 0
32. Kerala 724155 670253 53902
33, Tamil Nadu 5116039 4248457 867582
34, Puducherry 10900 12099 -1199
35. Andman and Nicobar Islands 21461 16567 4894

Source: Registrar General of India.
Shifting away of farmers from agriculture

+1573. SHRI PRABHAT JHA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased

to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a large number of farmers have migrated from
agriculture to other occupations during the last decade, and if so, the details

thereof;

(b) whether Agriculture Commission had given any suggestion for stopping

migration from Agriculture, and if so, the details thereof; and

(c) whether Government has taken any step in the light of the suggestion
by Agriculture Commission, and if so, the details thereof, and if not, the reasons

therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) Recent Census results show that the number of

cultivators has decreased from 127.3 million in 2001 to 118.7 million in 2011.

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(b) The National Commission on Farmers (NCF) suggested in their reports
that economic viability of the farming should improve by substantially increasing the
net income of farmers and Agriculture should continue to be remunerative vocation
and suitable measures should be taken which can help, attract and retain youth in
farming and processing of farm products by making it economically rewarding. The
Commission also suggested to provide appropriate opportunities in adequate

measure for non-farm employment for the farm households.

(¢) Government of India has taken several steps to revitalize agriculture
sector and improve condition of farming community on sustainable basis by
increasing investment, improving farm practices, rural infrastructure and delivery of
credit, technology and other inputs, extension marketing etc. Various other
programmes/schemes for the development of agriculture sector are also being
implemented in a decentralized manner with flexibility to State Governments to
formulate and implement appropriate projects to suit their specific requirements. The
focus of Government is primarily on expansion of farm income, creation of non-farm
income opportunities, improvement in productivity of rainfed agriculture, increasing
coverage of farming areas under protective irrigation and forging appropriate
backward and forward linkages. Other measures taken by the Government for the
benefit of farmers include enhancement in minimum support prices of agriculture
commodities, increase in credit flow to agriculture sector, debt waiver/relief, interest

subvention on crop loans etc.

Sub-mission on farm mechanization

1574. SHRI ARVIND KUMAR SINGH:
SHRIMATI KUSUM RAL
SHRI ALOK TIWARI:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether machinery necessary for agriculture are not being used in India

in comparison to countries like Japan and Britain, if so, the details thereof;

(b) the reasons for very low use of machinery which is affecting agricultural

production;
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(c) whether Government proposes to start Sub-Mission on Farm
Mechanization during the current five year plan, if so, the details thereof including

the funds allocated and facilities available to farmers under this mission; and

(d) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) Farm power available per hectare of land is one
of the important indices of progress in agriculture production and productivity. Farm
power availability in Indian agriculture was 1.5 kW/ha in 2005-06 which is
substantially lower as compared to developed countries like Japan, USA, UK, France
and Germany. It indicates that India is behind the developed countries in terms of
utilization of farm power which is mainly due to the fact that the guiding principle in
mechanizing Indian agriculture has been to maintain a socially desirable mix of
human labour, draught animals and mechanical power and growth of agricultural
mechanization has been closely linked with overall agricultural development of

different agro-climatic regions of the country.

There has been positive co-relationship between farm power availability and
increased productivity. Those States where availability of farm power is more have,

in general, higher productivity as compared to other states.

(c) and (d) In order to lay special emphasis on farm mechanization and to
bring more inclusiveness, a dedicated Sub-Mission on Agricultural Mechanization
for the Twelfth Plan has been proposed with an estimated outlay of Rs. 2000 crores
for the entire plan period. The Sub-Mission on Agricultural Mechanization will
provide assistance for Promotion and Strengthening of Agricultural Mechanization
through Training, Testing and Demonstration, Post Harvest Technology and
Management; Procurement of selected Agriculture Machinery and Equipments;
Establishment of Farm Machinery Banks for Custom Hiring; Establishing Hi-Tech
Productive Equipment Centres to Target Low Productive Agricultural Regions and

Assistance for increasing farm mechanization.
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Steps to make crops profitable for farmers

1575. SHRI AVINASH RAI KHANNA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has conducted any study to find out which crops-

are not profitable for farmers, if so, the details thereof;

(b) the reasons why farmer is not getting at least the amount he has spent

to produce a crop; and

(c) the details of steps Government is taking to make the crops profitable

for farmers?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR) : (a) Profitability of crops depend on productivity and prices
faced by the crops. Productivity of crops depend on various location specific
factors viz, soils, climate, methods of cultivation and application of technology and
inputs. Prices depend on demand (domestic and international) and supply factors.
As these factors vary from place to place and time to time, no generalized
conclusion can be drawn regarding the profitability of crops across time and space.

Hence, no such study was conducted.

(b) and (c) While formulating price policy for any crop, care is taken that the
farmer is assured of remunerative price for his produce and does not lose out on
income in case prices in the market fall below the level of MSP. While recommending
MSP, the CACP considers several relevant factors including the cost of cultivation/
production, trends and spread of input use, production and productivity of the crop
concerned, market prices both domestic and global, inter-crop price party, emerging
supply-demand situation, procurement and distribution, terms of trade between

agriculture and non-agriculture sectors, and so on.

In order to make agriculture a profitable venture, the Government of India has
launched several schemes to increase investments in agriculture sector, for

accelerating agricultural growth and to raise farm incomes, such as, the Rashtriya
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Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY), National Food Security Mission (NFSM), Development
and Strengthening of Infrastructure facilities for Production and Distribution of
Quality Seed, National Horticulture Mission (NHM), Integrated Scheme of Oilseeds,
Pulses, Oil Palm and Maize (ISOPOM), Gramin Bhandaran Yojana etc. In addition,
Government has substantially improved the availability of farm credit; implemented a
rehabilitation package for areas with higher agrarian stress; implemented a massive

programme of debt waiver and introduced better crop insurance schemes.
Demand for specific brand of cotton seeds

1576. SHRIMATI T. RATNA BAL
SHRI MOHD. ALI KHAN:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is a demand from farmers of Andhra Pradesh for a specific

brand of cotton seeds; and

(b) if so, the details thereof and the present status thereof, particularly in

Guntur region of Andhra Pradesh?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.
Production of coarse cereals, pulses and oilseeds

1577. SHRI MOHD. ALI KHAN:
SHRIMATI T. RATNA BAL

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(@) whether production of coarse cereals, pulses and oilseeds has

decreased; and

(b) if so, the details thereof compared to the last four years and the reasons

therefor?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) Production of coarse cereals, pulses and
oilseeds have not shown any declining trend despite marginal year to year
fluctuations. Details of production of above crops during the last four years, i.e.,

2009-10 to 2012-13 are as under:

Crop Production (‘Million Tonnes)
2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13*
Coarse Cereals 33.55 43.40 4201 40.06
Pulses 14.66 18.24 17.09 1845
Oilseeds 24.88 3248 29.80 31.01

* 4th advance estimates released on 22.07.2013.

Production estimates of these crops for 2013-14 have not been prepared so
far.

Fluctuations in production are due to changes in weather conditions, area

coverage and prices etc.

Irregularity in handling of foodgrains by FCI

1578. SHRI KIRANMAY NANDA: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Government has set up an enquiry to look into

the irregularity in handling of foodgrains by FCI; and

(b) if so, the details of the report and the number of officers found

involved, State-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROE. K.V. THOMAS): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.
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Providing adequate and remunerative prices to farmers

1579. DR. T.N. SEEMA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to

state:

(a) whether people are losing interest in continuing with agriculture as

prices of farm produces have become unremunerative;

(b) if so, whether it is a fact that overheads are leading to a rise in the

prices of farm produces and neither farmers nor consumers benefit out of it; and

(¢c) if so, the steps taken by Government to provide adequate and

remunerative prices to the farmers for their produce?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) As per Census 2011 conducted by the Registrar General
of India, the number of cultivators have come down from 127.3 million in 2001 to
118.7 million in 2011. However, the number of agricultural labourers increased from
106.8 million in 2001 to 144.3 million in 2011. Out of 481.7 million total workers in

2011, nearly 55 per cent of the workers are still engaged in agricultural activities.

According to the Situation Assessment Survey of Farmers 2003 conducted by
the National Sample Survey Office (NSSO), cultivation was the most important
source of income of farmer households in rural India. A shift from low productive
and low remunerative sector to high productive and more remunerative sector is a

normal phenomenon in the development process.

(b) and (c) The increase in the cost of production of agricultural commodities
is directly related to increase in the cost of various agriculture inputs like labour,
seeds, fertilizers and pesticides etc. The effect of rising input cost of cultivation of
major crops is balanced by way of assuring Minimum Support Prices that help the

farmers receive adequate return.

Minimum Support Prices for most crops have increased significantly in recent
years. In order to make agriculture a profitable venture, the Government of India has

launched several schemes to increase investments in agriculture sector, for
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accelerating agricultural growth and to raise farm incomes, such as, the Rashtriya
Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY), National Food Security Mission (NFSM), Development
and Strengthening of Infrastructure facilities for Production and Distribution of
Quality Seed, National Horticulture Mission (NHM), Integrated Scheme of Oilseeds,
Pulses, Oil Palm and Maize (ISOPOM), Gramin Bhandaran Yojana etc. In addition,
Government has substantially improved the availability of farm credit; implemented a
rehabilitation package for areas with higher agrarian stress; implemented a massive

programme of debt waiver and introduced better crop insurance schemes.

Production of foodgrains

71580. SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE

be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that International Institutes dealing with various food
problems at international level has expressed possibility of decline in production of

foodgrains and increase in their prices in next 10 years;

(b) if so, facts and response of Government in this regard;

(¢c) keeping in view the above mentioned possibility whether Government
has made any estimate of changes that will come into agriculture production in the

country; and

(d) if so, details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) According to the ‘OECD-FAO Agricultural
Outlook 2013-2022° published jointly by the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD) and the Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) of the United Nations, global agriculture has become more market-driven.
Expansion of agricultural production is likely to slow at least in the medium term
with slower area and productivity growth. Supply should keep pace with demand at
prices that are expected to remain relatively high. Measures to reduce food loss and

waste will be important in meeting rising demand and for increasing productivity.

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(c) and (d) The 12th Plan Working Group on Crop Husbandry, Demand and
Supply Projections, Agricultural Inputs and Agricultural Statistics set up by the
Planning Commission has projected the demand for total foodgrains at 257 million
tones by 2016-17. Supply projections for foodgrains are 258 to 272 million tones.
Government has taken several steps to revitalize agriculture sector on sustainable
basis by increasing investment, improving farm practices, rural infrastructure and
delivery of credit, technology and other inputs. Various programmes/schemes for the
development of agriculture sector are implemented in a decentralized manner with
flexibility to State Governments to formulate and implement appropriate projects to

suit their specific requirements.

Mechanism for assessment of demand and supply of fertilizers

11581. SHRI AVTAR SINGH KARIMPURI: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS
AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(@) whether any system exists to make assessment of the demand and

supply of fertilizers for Kharif and Rabi crops in every State;

(b) If so, the details thereof state-wise/Union Territory-wise;

(¢c) the action plan that has been formulated by Government to monitor the

price of the fertilizers at the block level,

(d) whether Government has directed the companies to make publicity

among public about the reduction in the price of fertilizers; and

(e) if so, the details thereof, State-wise and Union Territory-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) Department of Agriculture and
Cooperation organizes Zonal Conferences before each cropping season to assess
requirement of fertilizers of all the States. Initial projection of requirement of
fertilizers for specific cropping season is made by State Government on basis of

cropping pattern, consumption pattern, cropped area, irrigated area, requirement of

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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nutrients in soil in different parts of the State etc. Subsequently, the requirement of
fertilizers is finalized in the above-said Conference in consultation with
representatives of State Governments, Department of Fertilizers, Lead Fertilizer
Suppliers, and Fertilizer Association of India (FAI) etc. After the requirement of
various fertilizers is finalized, statement indicating month-wise requirement of various
fertilizers is prepared by the States, which is forwarded to the Department of

Fertilizers.

(b) Details (State-wise/Union Territory-wise) regarding requirement of
fertilizers assessed during Kharif 2013 and Rabi 2012-13 are given in the

Statement-I and Statement-II respectively (See below).

(¢) For Urea, the MRP in all the States, since 2003 was Rs. 4830/- per MT,
which was increased to Rs. 5310/- per MT w.e.f. Ist April, 2010. With effect from
01st November, 2012, the price of urea is fixed at Rs. 5360 per tonne (exclusive of the
central excise duty, central sales tax, countervailing duty, the sales tax and other

local taxes wherever levied)

For P and K fertilizers, it has been made mandatory for the fertilizers
companies (manufacturers/importers) of P and K fertilizer to submit certified cost
data along with their subsidy claims to examine and ensure that the MRPs fixed by
the companies are reasonable. While announcing subsidy rates for 2013-14,
Government has also notified the indicative MRPs of P and K fertilizers and the
amount to be reduced by the fertilizer companies from then prevailing prices, so as

to check and ensure that the prices are fixed reasonably.

The distribution of fertilizers to the farmers within the state at fair price is the
responsibility of the concerned states. State Governments under the extant
provisions of Fertilizer Control Order (FCO), 1985 are adequately empowered to take
preventive/punitive actions against the offenders who indulge in Black-Marketing/

Breach of Price/Tagging etc.

Through Web based information system i.e. Fertilizer Monitoring System

(FMS), DOF is monitoring movement of fertilizer across the country and through
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mobile FMS it has been extended up to retailers level. Every company is required to

feed MRP of fertilizers in FMS.

(d) and (e) The Department of Fertilizers has issued directions to the
companies to publicize reduction in fertilizer prices vide copy which is given in the

Statement-III.

Statement-1

Assessed Requirement of Urea, DAP, MOP, Complexes and SSP for Kharif 2013

Season
(In ‘000 tonnes)
State/U.T. UREA DAP MOP Complexes SSP
Andhra Pradesh 1650.00 700.00 300.00  1100.00 200.00
Karnataka 800.00 500.00 290.00 750.00 25.00
Kerala 100.00 20.00 97.00 124.00 0.50
Tamil Nadu 450.00 200.00 200.00 293.00 40.00
Puducherry 12.00 230 2.00 8.00 090
Andaman and Nicobar Islands 0.50 0.50 040 0.50 0.00
Lakshadweep 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
SZ TotAL 3012.50 1422.80 889.40 2275.50 266.40
Gujarat 1200.00 300.00 70.00 243.00 120.00
Madhya Pradesh 750.00 650.00 90.00 220.00 500.00
Chhattisgarh 500.00 210.00 75.00 130.00 160.00

Maharashtra 1550.00 950.00 300.00 950.00 500.00
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Rajasthan 700.00 304.00 9.00 69.70 250.00
State/U.T. UREA DAP MOP  Complexes SSP
Goa 320 1.80 020 5.00 0.00
Daman and Diu 021 0.10 0.02 0.01 0.00
Dadra and Nagar Haveli 098 092 0.10 1.05 0.00
WZ TotaL 4704.39 2416.82 544.32 1618.76 1530.00
Haryana 850.00 300.00 25.00 35.00 40.00
Punjab 1325.00 500.00 40.00 50.00 25.00
Uttar Pradesh 2800.00 950.00 100.00 600.00 250.00
Uttarakhand 135.00 20.00 350 25.00 5.00
Himachal Pradesh 33.00 0.00 1.00 10.00 0.70
Jammu and Kashmir 67.50 32.00 6.00 0.00 0.00
Delhi 220 2.00 050 0.60 0.00
Chandigarh 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
NZ ToraL 5212.70 1804.00 176.00 720.60  320.70
Bihar 1000.00 250.00 80.00 175.00 60.00
Jharkhand 160.00 50.00 15.00 35.00 20.00
Odisha 450.00 175.00 100.00 250.00 17.00
West Bengal 560.00 300.00 150.00 400.00 200.00
EZ ToraL 2170.00 775.00 345.00 860.00 297.00

Assam 145.00 25.00 60.00 7.50 80.00
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State/U.T. UREA DAP MOP  Complexes SSP
Tripura 30.00 3.00 5.00 0.00 26.00
Manipur 30.60 5.00 2.15 0.00 1.39
Meghalaya 4.10 3.00 0.30 0.00 3.00
Nagaland 0.85 050 020 0.00 024
Arunachal Pradesh 0.50 0.30 0.10 0.00 0.20
Sikkim 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Mizoram 8.00 4.00 4.00 0.00 3.00
NE ToraL 219.05 40.80 71.75 7.50 113.83
GRAND ToTAL 15318.64 645942 202647 548236 252793

Statement-11

Assessed requirement of fertilisers for rabi 2012-13

(Figure in ‘000 tonne)

SL.No. State/Union Territory UREA DAP MOP COMPLEX SSP

1. Andhra Pradesh 1600.00 50000 33500 110000  200.00
2. Karnataka 700.00 27500  275.00 700.00 35.00
3. Kerala 105.00 2000  104.00 121.00 6.10
4. Tamil Nadu 700.00 23000  344.00 376.00 79.00
5. Puducherry 14.00 4.00 4.00 14.00 2.00
6. Andaman And Nicobar Island  0.60 0.60 050 0.55 0.00

TotaL 3119.60 1029.60 1062.50 2311.55 322.10
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Sl.No. State/Union Territory UREA DAP MOP COMPLEX SSP

West Zone
L. Gujarat 1175.00 40000  100.00 280.00 120.00
2. Madhya Pradesh 1100.00 500.00 50.00 21400  650.00
3. Chhattisgarh 190.00 90.00 42.00 50.00 83.00
4. Mabharashtra 1250.00 560.00  300.00 950.00  450.00
5. Rajasthan 1050.00 380.00 16.15 7610  225.00
6. Goa 250 120 040 265 0.00
7. Daman And Diu 0.13 0.03 0.04 0.07 0.01
8. Dadar and Nagar Haveli 0.30 024 0.06 5.00 0.00
ToraL 4767.93 1931.47 508.65 1577.82 1528.01
North Zone
L. Haryana 1125.00 400.00 40.00 4750 50.00
2. Punjab 1315.00 330.00 50.00 9750 50.00
3. Uttar Pradesh 3400.00 91500  250.00 572.50 175.00
4. Uttarakhand 110.00 15.00 5.00 32.00 5.00
5. Himachal Pradesh 29.50 0.00 6.00 28.00 320
6. Jammu and Kashmir 78.00 45.00 25.00 0.02 0.00
7. Delhi 5.00 3.00 1.50 1.98 0.70
8 Chandigarh 0.00 0.00 0.00 15.00 0.00

ToraL 6062.50 1708.00 377.50 794.50 283.90
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S1.No. State/Union Territory UREA DAP MOP COMPLEX SSP
East Zone
1. Bihar 1150.00 27500  150.00 190.00 100.00
2. Jharkhand 100.00 45.00 15.00 88.50 24.00
3. Odisha 200.00 100.00 90.00 192.49 9.00
4. West Bengal 850.00 27500  275.00 42821 308.00
TotaL 2300.00 695.00 530.00 899.20 441.00
North-East Zone
1. Assam 170.00 40.00 90.00 15.80 80.00
2. Tripura 23.10 3.10 933 0.00 22.05
3. Manipur 11.06 6.81 476 0.00 6.81
4. Meghalaya 450 3.00 0.75 0.04 270
5. Nagaland 1.00 0.74 030 020 021
6. Arunachal Pradesh 0.28 0.35 0.16 0.00 0.00
7. Mizoram 1.01 0.28 042 0.00 0.82
8. Sikkim 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
TotaL 210.96 54.28 105.72 16.04 112.59
ALL INDIA 1646098 541835 258437  5599.11 2687.60
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Statement-I111

File No. 23011/5/2013-MPR
Government of India
Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers

Department of Fertilizers
Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi
Dated the 3rd May, 2013

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Implementation of the Nutrient Based Subsidy (NBS) policy for
Phosphatic and Potassic (P and K) Fertilizers w.e.f. 01.04.2013-NBS
Policy for 2013-14 and per MT Subsidy regarding.

The undersigned is directed to convey that per Kg subsidy on
nutrients, namely Nitrogen (N), Phosphate (P), Potash (K) and Sulphur
(S) contained in P and K fertilizers covered under NBS Policy for the

year 2013-14 w.e.f 1st April 2013 shall be as under:

S1.No. Nutrients NBS (Rs. per Kg of Nutrient)
1 N 20.875
2 P 18.679
3 K 18.833
4 S 1.677

2. Per Metric Tonne of subsidy on various grades of P and K fertilizers

covered under NBS Policy shall be as under:

SLNo. Grades of P and K fertilizers NBS 2013-14 (Rs/MT)
coveted under the NBS Policy

1. DAP : 18-46-0-0 12350
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1 2 3
2. MAP: 11-52-0-0 12009
3. TSP : 0-46-0-0 8592
4. MOP : 0-0-60-0 11300
5. NPS : 16-20-0-13 7294
6. NPS : 20-20-0-13 8129
7. NPK : 10-26-26-0 11841
8. NPK : 12-32-16 11496
9. NPK : 14-28-14 10789
10. NPK : 14-35-14 12097
11 NPK : 15-15-15 8758
12. AS: 20.6-0-0-23 4686
13. NP : 28-28-0-0 11075
14. NPK : 17-17-17 9926
15. NPK : 19-19-19 11094
16. SSP: 0-16-0-11 3173
17. NPK : 16-16-16-0 9342
18. DAPIlite : 16-44-0-0 11559
19. NPKS : 15-15-15-09 8909
20. NP: 24-24-0-0 9493
21. NP : 20-20-0-0 7911
22. NPS : 18-46-0-4 12350

Note: Fertilizer grade placed at serial number 22 shall be under subsidy scheme till 7th

November 2013.
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3. Any variant of the P and K fertilizers covered under NBS Policy
fortified/coated with Boron and Zinc, as provided for under FCO, will
also be eligible for subsidy. Such fortified/coated grades of fertilizers will
attract an additional per tonne subsidy to encourage their application

along with primary nutrients as per the rates mentioned below.

SI. No. Nutrients for fortification Additional subsidy (Rs./MT)
as per FCO for fortified/coated fertilizers

1. Boron (B) 300

2. Zinc (Zn) 500

4. The market price of subsidized P and K fertilizers is open and fertilizer
companies are allowed to fix MRPs at reasonable level. In case, the MRP
fixed by the fertilizer companies are found to be unreasonable, the
Department may take action as per the NBS Policy, as modified vide

O.M. No.23011/5(NBS-Policy)/2013-MPR dated 3.5.2013.

5. At the level of subsidy announced for the year 2013-14, the fertilizer
companies are required to reduce the MRP of DAP and MOP by a
minimum of Rs. 1500 PMT and Rs. 1000 PMT respectively. For the
purpose of reduction in MRP, the reference MRP of DAP and MOP shall
be Rs. 24000 PMT and Rs. 17000 PMT respectively. A commensurate
minimum reduction in MRP in other grades of fertilizers covered under

the scheme shall be as under:-

SI. No  Grades of Fertilizers Expected reduction in MRP (Rs./MT)

1. MAP: 11-52-0-0 1477

2. TSP : 0-46-0-0 1078
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SI. No  Grades of Fertilizers Expected reduction in MRP (Rs./MT)
3. NPS : 16-20-0-13 844
4. NPS :20-20-0-13 938
5. NPK 10-26-26-0 1277
6. NPK : 12-32-16 1298
7. NPK : 14-28-14 1218
8. NPK : 14-35-14 1382
9. NPK : 15-15-15 953
10. AS : 20.6-0-0-23 483
11. NP : 28-28-0-0 1313
12. NPK : 17-17-17 1080
13. NPK : 19-19-19 1207
14. SSP: 0-16-0-11 375
15. NPK : 16-16-16-0 1017
16. DAP lite : 16-44-0-0 1406
17. NPKS: 15-15-15-09 953
18. NP : 24-24-0-0 1125
19. NP : 20-20-0-0 938
20. NPS : 18-46-0-4 1500

6.

In case the MRP of P and K fertilizers are not reduced as indicated in

para 5 and the companies are found to be indulging in undue



Written Answers to [23 AUG, 2013] Unstarred Questions 121

10.

I1.

12.

profiteering, the IMC will review and recommend suitable measures for
action by DOF. The action may include, recovery of subsidy to the
extent of unreasonableness on that particular grade of fertilizer, removal
of any grade/grades of fertilizers of a particular company or the fertilizer
company itself from the NBS scheme and also reduction in the NBS

rates.

The fertilizer companies are required to print Maximum Retail Price
(MRP) along with applicable subsidy on the fertilizer bags clearly. Any
sale above the printed MRP will be punishable under the EC Act

The distribution and movement of fertilizers along with import of
finished fertilizers, fertilizer inputs and production by indigenous units
will continue to be monitored through the online web based ‘Fertilizer

Monitoring System (FMS)/ mobile FMS’.

20% of the price decontrolled fertilizers produced/imported in India will
continue to be in the movement control under the Essential Commodities
Act 1955 (EGA). Department of Fertilizers will regulate the movement of

these fertilizers to bridge the supplies in underserved areas.

Manufacturers/Marketers/Importers of P and K fertilizers, including
manufacturers of SSP, are to ensure that fertilizers are transported up to

the retail point on F.O.R delivery basis.

Manufacturers of customized fertilizers and mixture fertilizers will be
eligible to source subsidized P and K fertilizers from the manufacturers/
importers after their receipt in the districts as inputs for manufacturing
customized fertilizers and mixture fertilizers for agricultural purpose.
There would be no separate subsidy on sale of customized fertilizers

and mixture fertilizers.

The payment of subsidy to the manufacturers/importers of P and K
fertilizers shall be released as per the procedure and terms and

conditions mentioned in the Department Notification No. D (FA)/CCEA/
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13.

14.

10.

2011 dated 25.10.2012 and as amended from time to time by the

Department.

The benefits to the manufacturers of P and K fertilizers on account of
use of cheaper domestic gas shall be mopped up for which separate

guidelines shall be issued.

This issues with the concurrence of IFD vide diary No. 1861/AS and FA

dated 3rd May 2013 and approval of the competent authority.

(P. B. Sahu)

Under Secretary to Government of India

Tel: 2338 7492

Secretary (Agriculture), DAC, Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi.

Secretary (Expenditure), Department of Expenditure, North Block, New
Delhi.

Joint Secretary (INM), DAC, Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi.

Joint Secretary (PF-II), Department of Expenditure, North Block, New
Delhi.

Joint Secretary, Prime Minister’s Office, South Block, New Delhi.

Director (Cabinet), Cabinet Secretariat, Rashtrapati Bhawan, New Delhi.

Executive Director, FICC, Department of Fertilizers, New Delhi.

Director of Accounts, Department of Fertilizers, Udyog Bhawan, New

Delhi.

DS (Finance)/DS (Budget), Department of Fertilizers, New Delhi.

Director General, FAI, New Delhi.
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11.  All the manufacturers and importers of P and K Fertilizers.
12.  All SSP manufacturers.
Copy to:
1. Director, PMO, South Block, New Delhi

2. Chief Secretaries/All Agriculture Production Commissioners/Secretaries

(Agriculture) of the State Governments/UTs.

3. Commissioners/Directors, Commissionerate/Directorate of Agriculture of

the State Governments/UTs.
Copy also to:

PS to MOS (Ind. Charge) C and F/PPS/PS to Secretary (Fertilizers)/AS
and FA/JS (F and P)/JS(F and P)/JS (A and M)/Economic Advisor/
Controller of Accounts/P and AO/US (Concession Wing)/ Sr. AD
(Accounts) FA Wing/AD (OL for translation in Hindi)/Guard File/
Technical Director, NIC for uploading the same on the Department’s

website.
(P.B. Sahu)

Under Secretary to Government of India

File No.23011/5(NBS-Policy)/2013-MPR
Government of India
Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers

Department of Fertilizers
Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi
Dated the 3rd May, 2013

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Implementation of the Nutrient Based Subsidy (NBS) policy for
Phosphate and Potassic (P and K) Fertilizers.
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The undersigned is directed to state that under the Nutrient Based

Subsidy Policy for P and K fertilizers being implemented w.e.f. 1.4.2010,

the fertilizer companies have been allowed to fix the MRPs of P and K

fertilizers at “reasonable level” vide this Department letter No.23011/1/

2010-MRP(pt) dated 8.7.11 read with Notification of even number dated

5.5.2011. The following further provisions are hereby added in the

existing NBS Policy:

@

(i)

(ii)

@iv)

The market price of subsidized P and K fertilizers is open and

fertilizer companies are allowed to fix MRPs at reasonable level.

It shall be mandatory for all the fertilizer companies to submit,
along with their claims of subsidy, certified cost data in the
prescribed format and as per the requirement for the purpose of
monitoring of MRPs of P and K fertilizers fixed by the fertilizer

companies.

In cases, where after scrutiny, unreasonableness of MRP is
established or where there is no correlation between the cost of
production or acquisition and the MRP printed on the bags, the
subsidy may be restricted or denied even if the product is
otherwise eligible for subsidy under NBS. In proven case of abuse
of subsidy mechanism, DOF, on the recommendation of IMC may
exclude any grade/grades of fertilizers of a particular company or

the fertilizer company itself from the NBS scheme.

The reasonableness of MRP will be determined with reference to

the MRP printed on the bags.

2. This issues with the concurrence, of IFD vide NO.1861/AS & FA dated

3rd May 2013 and approval of the competent authority.

(P.B. Sahu)
Under Secretary to Government of India

Tel : 23387492
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1. Secretary (Agriculture), DAC, Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi.
2. Secretary (Expenditure), Department of Expenditure, North Block, New
Delhi.
3. Joint Secretary (INM), DAC, Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi.
4. Joint Secretary (PF-II), Department of Expenditure, North Block, New
Delhi
5. Joint Secretary, Prime Minister’s Office, South Block, New Delhi.
6. Director (Cabinet), Cabinet Secretariat, Rashtrapati Bhawan, New Delhi.
7. Executive Director, FICC, Department of Fertilizers, New Delhi.
8. Director of Accounts, Department of Fertilizers, Udyog Bhawan, New
Delhi.
9. Director (Finance), Department of Fertilizers, New Delhi.
10. Director General, FAI, New Delhi.
11.  All the manufacturers and importers of P & K Fertilizers.
12.  All SSP manufacturers.
Copy to:
1. Director, PMO, South Block. New Delhi.
2. Chief Secretaries/ All Agriculture Production Commissioners/ Secretaries
(Agriculture) of the State Governments/ UTs.
3. Commissioners/Directors, Commissionerate/Directorate of Agriculture of

the State Governments/ UTs.

Copy also to:
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PS to MOS (Ind. Charge) C & F/PPS/PS to Secretary (Fertilizers)/AS &
FA/ JS (P & P)/JS(F & P)/JS (A & M)/Economic Advisor/Controller of
Accounts/P & AO/US (Concession Wing)/Sr. AD (Accounts) FA Wing/
AD (OL for translation in Hindi)/Guard File/Technical Director, NIC for

uploading the same on the Department’s website.

(PB. Sahu)

Under Secretary to Government of India

File No. 23011/5/2013-MPR
Government of India
Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers

Department of Fertilizers

Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi
Dated 26th June 2013

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Implementation of the Nutrient Based Subsidy (NBS) policy for
Phospatic and Potassic (P & K) Fertilizers w.e.f. 1.4.2013: Reference
Maximum Retail Price (MRP)

The undersigned is directed to refer to para 5 of this Department’s O.M.
of even number dated 3.5.2013 which stipulates that at the level of
subsidy announced for the year 2013-14, the fertilizer companies are
required to reduce MRP of DAP and MOP by a minimum of Rs. 1500
PMT and Rs. 1000 PMT respectively and for the purpose of reduction in
the MRP, the reference MRP of DAP and MOP shall be taken into
account as Rs. 24000 PMT and Rs. 17000 PMT respectively. It has also
been stipulated that a commensurate reduction in MRP (as indicated in
the table of para 5) in other grade of fertilizer covered under the scheme

shall be done by the fertilizer companies.
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2. In order to have commensurate reduction in MRP of other grade of
P and K fertilizers, the following reference MRP of P and K fertilizers
shall be considered for calculating net MRP to be printed on the

fertilizer bags under the NBS Policy during the year 2013-14:

SLNo.  Fertilizer Grade Reference MRP  Expected minimum reduction

(in Rs./MT) in MRP as per para 5 of
O.M. dated 3.5. 13
(in Rs./MT)

1 2 3 4

1 DAP: 18-46-0-0 24000 1500

2 MAP: 11-52-0-0 23625 1477

3 TSP : 0-46-0-0 17000 1078

4 MOP : 0-0-60-0 17000 1000

5 16-20-0-13 14687 844

6 20-20-0-13 16187 938

7 10-26-26-0 20867 1277

8 12-32-16 21033 1298

9 14-28-14 19717 1218

10 14-35-14 22342 1382

11 15-15-15 15500 953

12 AS: 20.6-0-0-23 9825 483

13 28-28-0-0 21000 1313

14 17-17-17 17567 1080
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1 2 3 4

15 19-19-19 19633 1207
16 SSP(0:16:0:11) 7004 375
17 16-16-16-0 16533 1017
18 DAP lite (16-44-0-0) 22500 1406
19 15-15-15-09 16322 953
20 24-24-0-0 17651 1125
21 20-20-0-0 15000 938
» DAP 4S: 18-46-0-04 24000 1500

2. The other paras of O.M. of even number dated 3.5.2013 will remain the

same.
3. This issues with the approval of MOS (Independent Charge) (CandF).
(Neeraj Singhal)
Director
Tele No. 23383814
1. Secretary (Agriculture), DAC, Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi.

2. Secretary (Expenditure), Department of Expenditure, North Block, New
Delhi.

3. Joint Secretary (INM), DAC, Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi.

4. Joint Secretary (PF-II), Department of Expenditure, North Block, New
Delhi.

5. Joint Secretary, Prime Minister’s Office, South Block, New Delhi.
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6. Director (Cabinet), Cabinet Secretariat, Rashtrapati Bhawan, New Delhi.
7. Executive Director, FICC, Department of Fertilizers, New Delhi.

8. Director of Accounts, Department of Fertilizers, Udyog Bhawan, New

Delhi.
9. Director (Finance), Department of Fertilizers, New Delhi.
10. Director General, FAI New Delhi.
11.  All the manufacturers and importers of P and K Fertilizers.
12.  All SSP manufacturers.
Copy to:

1. Chief Secretaries/All Agriculture Production Commissioners/Secretaries

(Agriculture) of the State Governments/ UTs.

2. Commissioners/Directors, Commissionerate/Directorate of Agriculture of

the State Governments/UTs.
Copy also to:

PS to MOS(i/c)(C and F)/PS to Secretary (Fertilizers)/AS and FA/ JS
(SG)/JS (SLG)/JS (SC)/Economic Advisor/Controller of Accounts/P and
AO/ US (Concession Wing)/Sr. AD (Accounts) FA Wing/AD (OL for
translation in Hindi)/Guard File/Technical Director, NIC for uploading the

same on the Department’s website.

New Drugs (Prices Control) Order

1582. SHRI M.P. ACHUTHAN:
SHRI D. RAJA:

Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has notified a new Drugs (Prices Control) Order
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asking medicine manufacturing companies to reduce retail costs of the notified

essential medicines;
(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether many of these medicines have disappeared from the market

since the notification came to effect; and

(d) if so, the details thereof and the measures being taken to ensure

availability of these essential medicines in the market?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) to (d) Government has notified the Drugs
(Prices Control) Order (DPCO), 2013 on 15" May 2013 in supersession of DPCO,
1995. All the medicines specified in the National List of Essential Medicines 2011
have been included in the first schedule of DPCO, 2013 and brought under price
control. Of these, NPPA has already notified the ceiling prices in respect of 291
medicines under the provisions of the said order. The first notification covering 151
NLEM-2011 drugs was issued on 14.06.2013. The manufacturers of mentioned
scheduled formulations having maximum retail price higher than the ceiling price are
required to revise the MRP to an amount not exceeding the ceiling price plus local
taxes, wherever applicable within a period of 45 days from the date of price

notification by NPPA in accordance with paragraph 13(1) and 24 of the DPCO, 2013.

National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) regularly monitors the
availability (shortage) of drugs in the country through Drugs Control Administration
of the State Governments. No specific report about the shortage of any scheduled
formulation has been received from any State Drug Controllers consequent to the
recent price notification issued under DPCO, 2013. Whenever shortage is reported
by the State Drug Controllers or otherwise comes to its notice, NPPA takes remedial
steps for ensuring availability of drugs by impressing upon manufacturers to rush

the stocks to the places of shortage.
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Dependence on import of fertilizers

1583. SHRIMATI JAYA BACHCHAN: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has taken note of our dependence on import of

fertilizers;

(b) if so, the steps Government has taken to address the issue;

(¢) whether Government has formed any joint venture with foreign

companies/countries to increase fertilizer production; and

(d) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) and (b) Government of India is aware of
India’s dependence on supply of Phosphatic (P) and Potassic (K) fertilizers to the
extent of 90% and 100% respectively on imports due to non-availability of
indigenous raw materials within the country. India has a few reserve of rock
phosphate that too in limited quantity and of poor quality which can only be utilized

for production of SSP.

Self sufficiency in Urea however, can be achieved which is produced using
domestic gas, imported LNG and naphtha. The Government has announced New
Investment Policy (NIP)-2012 for urea sector to invite fresh investment and reduce
country’s dependence on imports. In response, 14 companies (including PSUs) have
evinced their interest to establish Greenfield/Brownfield urea projects in the country.
But availability of sufficient domestic gas to these proposed urea projects in the

country is a limiting factor.

Government is encouraging fertilizers companies to explore the possibility of
establishing Joint Venture projects, acquisition of fertilizer assets abroad and
entering into long term agreement with foreign entities to meet its requirement of raw

materials for N.P. and K fertilizers.
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(c) and (d) Indian fertilizer entities already have joint Ventures in Oman,

Senegal, Morocco, Tunisia, Jordan and Nigeria.
Revival of Ramagundam Fertilizer Plant

1584. SHRIMATI GUNDU SUDHARANI: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS
AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Government has finally decided to revive

Ramagundam Fertilizer Plant;
(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) the recommendations made by the Cabinet Committee on Economic

Reforms on revival of Ramagundam plant; and

(d) the estimated expenditure involved and the time within which it is going

to be completed?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) to (¢) Yes, Sir. The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA) had in August, 2011 approved the Draft Rehabilitation
Scheme (DRS) for revival of all the Units of Fertilizer Corporation of India Limited
(FCIL), including Ramagundam Fertilizer Plant. DRS envisaged revival of
Ramagundam Unit by M/s. Engineers India Limited and M/s. National Fertilizers
Limited . Recently, CCEA in its meeting held on 9.5.2013, inter-alia, approved waiver
of Government of India loan and interest of FCIL to facilitate FCIL to arrive at
positive net worth. This enabled FCIL to get de-registered from the purview of

Board For Industrial and Financial reconstruction.

(d) The estimated expenditure is expected to be Rs. 4700 crore and the

project is likely to be completed by the financial year 2017-18.
Re-prioritization of natural gas allocation

1585. SHRI A.W. RABI BERNARD: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Fertilizers Association of India (FAI) has strongly opposed
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any changes in the priority status of gas allocation;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(¢) whether Government is aware that any additional replacement of even
mmscmd of domestic gas with imported LNG will cost the exchequer almost Rs. 1000

crore; and
(d) if so, the details thereof and the steps taken in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) Yes, Sir. FAI has strongly opposed the

change in priority in allocation of gas to fertilizer sector.

(b) FAI has given Technical, Strategic, Financial and Socio-political reasons

justifying the first priority of fertiliser sector in allocation of gas.

(c) and (d) There is a difference of USD 14-16 per million BTU in delivered
cost of imported LNG and gas supplied from KG-D6 Basin. If substitution of
1 MMSCMD of domestic natural gas has to be made up with LNG; it will increase
the fertilizer subsidy by more than Rs. 1000 crore. Actual impact will depend on the
actual delivered cost of RLNG. In this regard, calculation sheet is given in the

Statement.
Statement

Impact of Replacing 1 MMSCMD KG-D™ Gas with RING

Basis for Calculation

1 M3 8700 kcal
1 M3 34522 BTU
1 MMSCMD 34522 MMBTU

1 USD 60 Rs.
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1 MMSCMD Delivered Delivered  Difference Impact Impact Impact

in terms of Cost of KG-  Cost (3-2) per day per day per year
MMBTU D6 Gas  of RLNG (@x1) (5xRs.60)
US$/ US$/ usS/ (in$) (In Rs.)  (In Rs.
MMBTU MMBTU MMBTU Crore)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
34522 6.5 220 155 535091 32105460  1171.8

Subsidy on fertilizers

1586. SHRI RAMACHANDRA KHUNTIA: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS
AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to state :

(@) whether Government has decided to reduce the fertilizer subsidy;

(b) the total subsidy given on fertilizers to various companies in the last

three years;

(¢) whether subsidies projected for fertilizers have been released in time and

utilized, if not, the reasons therefor; and

(d) whether Government has any plan to transfer the subsidy benefit
directly to farmers through Bank, Post Office and Co-operative Societies alongwith

the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) The subsidy rates of Phosphatic and
Potassic (P and K) fertilizers have been slightly reduced during the financial year
2013-14 as the international prices of these fertilizers have come down as compared

to last year.

(b) The details of subsidy provided on P and K fertilizers and Urea through

various companies in the last three years are given in the Statement (See below).
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(¢) The amount of subsidy due to the fertilizer companies has been released

in time to the extent of the availability of budgetary allocation. Any roll over liability

has been settled as early as possible, on availability of budgetary allocation.

(d) The National Committee on Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) has decided

that DBT in fertilizers is a complex matter as there are problems in targeting/

determining entitlements and preparing beneficiary data bases. In view of the above,

the DBT is not at present under consideration for disbursement of fertilizer subsidy

to farmers through Bank, Post Office and Co-operative Societies.

Statement

Details of subsidy provided on P and K fertilizers and Urea through various

companies in the last three years

(A) Company-wise payment released in r/o Imported P and K Fertilizers

(Rs. in Crores)

S1.No. Company Name Year

2010-11 2011-12  2012-13
1 2 3 4 5
1. Chambel Fertilizer and Chemicals Ltd. 834.84 780.68 854.94
2. Coromandel International Ltd. 438.67 535.52 486.96
3. Deepak Fertilizers and Petrochemicals Corp 103.67 6593 11247
4. PFertilizers and Chemicals Travancore Ltd. 8991 333 91.12
5. FCSP 106.79 0.00 0.00
6. Gujrat Narmada Valley Fertilisers Co.Ltd. 0.15 0.00 51.54
7. Indian Potash Limited 9929.22 7687.62  5039.11
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1 2 3 4 5
8. GSFC 0.00 0.00 26.68
9. Madras Fertilisers Ltd. 291 0.00 15.10
10. National Fertilizers Ltd. 92.00 10.94 0.00
11. Nagarjuna Fertilizer and Chemicals Ltd. 382.66 81392 809.74
12. Paradeep Phosphate Ltd. 462.53 353.24 669.36
13. Rashtriya Chemicals and Fertilisers Ltd. 608.10 263.56 624.57
14. Shriram Fertilizer and Chemicals 221.67 78.54 10592
15 SPIC 0.00 048 0.00
16. Tata Chemicals Ltd (HLL) 796.31 533.30 582.02
17. Tungbhadra Chemicals and Fertilizer Ltd. 113.82 4.11 0.00
18. ZIL Industries Ltd. 1705.92 1396.19  1143.35
19. MMTC 0.00 0.00 1.56
20. HPM 0.00 0.00 17.63
21. Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Ltd. 2962.37 2104.61  1998.94
22. Mosaic India Pvt. Ltd. 903.66 733.77 33891
23. Krishak Bharti Co-operative Ltd. 639.70 370.78 534.36
24. INDO GULF 0.00 80.59 156.72
25. Duncan India Ltd. 0.00 1.57 0.00
26. Manglore Chemicals and Fertilisers Ltd. 41443 337.86 480.83
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1 2 3 4 5
27. Rallis India Ltd. 0.00 255 0.00
28. Foliage Crop. Solutions Pvt. Ltd. 0.00 1.73 0.00
29. GreenStar Fertilizers Ltd. 0.00 327.66 27272
30. KPR Fertilizers Ltd. 40.67 81.96 151.99
31. Toepeer Pvt. Ltd. 0.00 148 0.00
32. SUNFERT 0.00 0.00 424
33. TRANS AGRO 0.00 0.00 532
TotaL 20850.00 1657192 14576.10

(b) Company-wise payment released in r/o Indigenous P and K Fertilizers
(Rs. in Crores)

S1.No. Company Name Year

Indigenous DAP/Complex 2010-11 2011-12  2012-13
1 2 3 4 5
1. Coromandel Fertilizers Ltd. 3977.64 326952 2555.36
2. Deepak Fertilizers and Petrochemicals Corp 13528 193.16 134.06
3. PFertilizers and Chemicals Travancore Ltd. 1185.37 1085.22 82643
4.  Godavari Fertilisers and Chemical Ltd. 0.00 0.00 0.00
5. Green Star Fertilizers Ltd. 0.00 11125 440.84
6. Gujrat Narmada Valley Fertilisers Co. Ltd. 180.37 247.70 199.18
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1 2 3 4 5
7. Gujrat State Fertilisers and Chemical Ltd. 1943.43 1418.86 75276
8. Hindalco Industries Ltd. 400.37 346.17 290.87
9. Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Ltd. 593522 596828  4489.78
10. Indian Potash Ltd. 34.44 1343 0.00
11. Manglore Chemicals and Fertilfsers Ltd. 351.82 313.64 210.1
12. Madras Fertilisers Ltd. 0.00 35.16 116.53
13. Oswal Chemical and Fert. Ltd. 0.00 0.00 0.00
14. Paradeep Phosphate Ltd. 1860.77 134544 121751
15. Rashtriya Chemicals and Fertilisers Ltd. 716.59 625.07 705.89
16. Southern Petrochemical Industries Corp Ltd. 206.31 403.23 0
17. ZIL Industries Ltd. 1190.77 868.89 591.53
18. Tata Chemicals Ltd. (HLL) 1024.35 99423 597.74

Total 19142.73 17239.25 13128.58
19. Total Payment to SSP 1498.95 1851.63  1604.38
20. Exp. Pre-Oct, 2000 832 73.58 82.88
21. Exp. On Special Freight 0.00 77854  1184.16
22 Loss on Bond 0.00 294.49 0.00

Gross TotaL 20650.00 2023749  16000.00
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(C) Details showing company-wise expenditure on Import of Urea

(Rs. in Crores)

Company 2010-11 2011-12  2012-13
IPL 3200.34 7370.87  8009.05
MMTC 1413.83 505151  1149.57
STC 1286.13 139355  5118.08
OMIFCO 1301.79 2043.02  4166.87
Other Expenses (Ocean Freight to Vessel Owners, 2053.86 1616.05 1572.43
Inland Freight, Custom Duties to FMEs etc.)
TotAL EXPENDITURE 925595  17475.00 20016.00

(D) Details showing sector-wise/company-wise subsidy paid on Indigenous Urea

(Amount in Rs. crores)

S1.No. Company name 2010-11  2011-12  2012-13
(A) Public Sector

1. RCF-Thal 705.35 708.51 954.80
2. RCF-Trombay 31394 23253 219.05
3. MFL 1290.71 176874  1427.26
4. NFL-Bhatinda 92388 1107.87  1201.50
5. NFL-Panipat 80139 121397  1193.59
6. NFL-Vijaipur-I 28941 408.54 41343
7. NFL-Vijaipur-II 443.14 502.98 583.53
& NFL-Nnangal 74896 127069 112371
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S1L.No. Company name 2010-11  2011-12  2012-13
9. BVFCL-Namrup-11I 114.13 5922 104.63
10.  BVFCL-Namrup-II 56.10 119.06 65.71
11.  FACT 0.00 0.00 0.00
12. FCI (Ramagundam) 0.00 0.00 0.00
13.  FCI (Sindri) 0.00 0.00 0.00
14. FCI (Talcher) 0.00 0.00 0.00
15. NLC 0.00 0.00 0.00
16.  GSFC (State Govt.) 88.85 196.83 134.64
17.  GNEFC (State Govt.) 489.55 878.30 858.82

TotaL 6265.41 8467.24 8280.67

(B) Cooperative Sector

L. KRIBHCO 460.80 591.75 660.01
2. IFFCO-Phulpur-II 764.96 907.11 981.90
3. IFFCO-Phulpur-I 626.30 583.99 804.39
4. IFFCO-Kalol 315.28 382.09 359.68
5. IFFCO-AONLA-I 37649 439.11 539.56
6. IFFCO-AONLA-II 380.32 48144 528.02

TotaL 2924.15 3385.49 3873.56

(C) Private Sector

L. NFCL-I 260.16 39775 307.12

2. NFCL-II 39347 387.33 344.50
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S1.No. Company name 2010-11  2011-12  2012-13
3. CFCL1 545.59 689.51 701.45
4. CFCL-II 75372 75138 889.10
5. TATA Chemicals 595.76 643.26 606.89
6. ZACL 780.25 78121  1101.68
7. SFC 22340 27747 27431
& INDOGULF 453.20 717.68 64840
0. SPIC 63767 216466  1477.96
10.  OCFL 0.00 0.00 0.00
11.  KSFL 41032 45242 614.02
12 MCFL 837.63  1170.02 880.34
13.  Duncan 0.00 0.00 0.00

TotaL 5891.17 8432.69 7845.77

GranD TotaL 15080.73 20285.42  20000.00

Promotion of low-cost generic drugs

1587. SHRI BHUBANESWAR KALITA: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS
AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is taking any measures to promote sale of low-cost

generic drugs across the country; and

(b) the policy made by the Ministry to benefit directly the people of the

backward States of North-East and Assam in particular, and the details thereof?
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MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) For making available low-cost quality
generic medicines at affordable prices to all, the Government launched Jan Aushadhi
Campaign in November, 2008 by way of opening up of Jan Aushadhi Drug Stores.
Since November, 2008, 157 Jan Aushadhi Stores have been opened in various parts
of the country, out of which 93 are functional. A New Business Plan has been
designed particularly to address the shortcomings and challenges identified in
scaling up the activities. Under the new Plan, the process of identification of
operating agencies has now been simplified and entities other than those identified
by the State Governments are also proposed to be appointed as operating agencies
for running the Jan Aushadhi Stores. As per the new Plan, societies/trusts/
unemployed pharmacists/entrepreneurs etc. would be eligible for appointment as
operating agencies. Stores would now be opened even outside the hospital
premises. Basket of drugs has now been widened to 361 drugs covering all

therapeutic categories.

(b) As per the new Business Plan, State identified agencies would continue
to get initial grant of Rs. 2.50 lakhs. Whereas, others would get sales linked
incentives i.e. 10% of the monthly sales subject to a ceiling of Rs. 10,000/-. With a
view to promote generic medicines for North-Eastern and difficult areas, this

assistance would be 15% of monthly sales subject to a ceiling of Rs. 15,000/-.
PE against judicial member of ITAT, Kolkata

1588. SHRI JAI PRAKASH NARAYAN SINGH:
SHRI SALIM ANSARI:

Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased to state:

(@) whether it is a fact that according to prevalent convention
investigations into allegations levelled against any Judge should be treated as

confidential and discrete so that the image of judiciary is not tarnished;

(b) if so, the reasons that CBI is publicizing the vague and motivated
charges of Judicial Member of Income-Tax Appellate Tribunal (ITAT), Kolkata by

seeking permission to register Preliminary Enquiry (PE); and
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(c) whether Government would refuse permission to register PE against
Judicial Members of ITAT, Kolkata on the ground of inadequate evidence and if not,

the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) to (c) The

information is being collected and will be laid on the Table of the House.

Jan Aushadhi Stores in Assam

1589. SHRIMATI NAZNIN FARUQUE: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS
AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(a) whether only 154 Jan Aushadhi Stores have been opened in the country

out of which only 91 are functional;

(b) if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor;

(c) whether a number of Jan Aushadhi Stores have been opened in Assam;

(d) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor;

() whether Government has any plan to increase them so that poor people

will be benefited; and
(f) if so, the details thereof and by when the stores will be opened?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) and (b) The Jan Aushadhi Campaign was
launched by the Government in November, 2008 and since then, 157 Jan Aushadhi
Stores have been opened in various parts of the country, out of which 93 are
functional. Most of the stores i.e. 53 have been closed in Rajasthan where a scheme
for free supply of drugs was launched by the State Government and all these stores

were located within the premise of Government hospitals.

(¢) No Jan Aushadhi Store has yet been opened in the State of Assam.

(d) Jan Aushadhi Stores are opened, wherever the State Governments

extend their support and cooperation in allotting the space in the Government
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Hospitals or at any other suitable location and also identifying the agencies
amongst NGOs/Charitable/Co-operative/Hospitals and Government Bodies to manage
such stores. Bureau of Pharma Public Sector Undertakings of India (BPPI) had
written to the Department of Health and Family Welfare, Government of Assam to
open Jan Aushadhi Stores in the State of Assam in June, 2012 but no proposal has

been received from the State Government.

(e) and (f) The Government has decided to open more Jan Aushadhi stores in
the Twelfth Five Year Plan. As per the New Business Plan, the Government would
endeavour to Open more Jan Aushadhi Stores in all the States including North
Eastern States in the country to make available quality generic medicines at
affordable prices to all. As per the new Business Plan, State identified agencies
would continue to get initial grant of Rs. 2.50 lakhs. Whereas, others would get
sales linked incentives i.e. 10% of the monthly sales subject to a ceiling of
Rs. 10,000/-, for North Eastern and difficult areas, this assistance would be 15% of

monthly sales subject to a ceiling of Rs. 15,000/-.
Manufacture and sale of adulterated medicines by Ranbaxy

71590. SHRI MOTILAL VORA: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government is aware of the fact that pharmaceutical company,
Ranbaxy has been penalized in USA for manufacturing and selling adulterated

medicines;

(b) whether it is also a fact that Ranbaxy is selling some medicine in India

too;

(c) whether Government has checked the medicines being manufactured by

Ranbaxy company; and
(d) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY Of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) Ranbaxy laboratory has not been fined

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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USD 500 Million by the United States Food and Drug Administration (USFDA).
However, Ranbaxy USA, Inc. pleaded guilty in the US District Court of Maryland for
manufacture and distribution of certain drugs not in conformity with the good
manufacturing practices (GMP) regulation which is considered as adulterated drugs

as per the US law and agreed to pay a fine of USD 500 million.

(b) As per the US Law, any drug is considered adulterated, if it is not
manufactured, processed, packed, etc. in conformity with the Current Good
Manufacturing Practice (CGMP) regulations of the USFDA. However, as per Drugs
and Cosmetic Act and Rules, in India, manufacturing of drugs not in conformity with
Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) is viewed as non-compliance to GMP under the

said Act and Rules.

(¢) The Drug Controller General of India (DCG(I)) has already been ordered
to review the GMP compliance of the manufacturing facilities of Ranbaxy in India as
well as to ascertain the quality, safety and efficacy of drugs manufactured for the

domestic market at these facilities.

(d) In view of the reply to (c) above, does not arise.

Fertilizer related needs of Jharkhand

1591. SHRI DHIRAJ PRASAD SAHU: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS and
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is not able to fulfil the fertilizer related needs of

Jharkhand;

(b) if so, the details thereof along with the reasons therefor;

(c) whether for the last several years Government has been providing lesser

quantity of fertilizers to Jharkhand in comparison with other States; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) to (d) The availability of fertilizers in
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Jharkhand has been comfortable. Details showing state-wise requirement, availability
and sales of fertilizers including Jharkhand state during the last three years and

current year Kharif 2013 (April 2013 to July 2013) is given in the Statement (See
below).

As can be seen from the Annexure that availability of fertilizers in Jharkhand
was adequate.

The requirement of fertilizers varies from state to state; therefore, the

allocation may be higher for some of the states as compared to Jharkhand.
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Exclusion of MPs from nomination on BoG of NIPER

1592. DR. JANARDHAN WAGHMARE: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS
AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Members on Board of Governors (BoG) of
National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and Research (NIPER), Mohali are

appointed as per NIPER Act passed by the Parliament;

(b) if so, the competent authority to exclude Members of Parliament from
nomination on the BoG of NIPER;

(c) whether Members of Parliament have been excluded from all autonomous

institutions under the Ministry; and
(d) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Taking into account the advice of Ministry of Law and Justice,
Department of Legal Affairs that nomination of Members of Parliament on the Board
of Governors (BoG) of NIPER in the instant case would attract a disqualification on
the ground of holding of office of profit, the highest authority in this Department
decided to exclude Members of Parliament from the BoG. Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha
Secretariat were duly informed of the decision and the reasons therefor. The Joint
Committee on Office of Profit (JCOP) has also examined the matter and concurred

with the views of Ministry of Law and Justice.

(c) and (d) Information is being collected from other Departments in the

Ministry.
Drugs falling off the patent cliff in USA

1593. SHRI P. BHATTACHARYA:
SHRI K.C. TYAGI:
SHRI PALVAI GOVARDHAN REDDY:

Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(@) whether it is a fact that during the coming few years many drugs are

falling off the patent cliff in USA;
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(b) if so, the details of such drugs that would off patent in the coming

years; and

(¢) how Government is planning to facilitate Indian generic companies to

capitalize on this opportunity?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) and (b) As per Mckinsey and Company
study “Capturing the India Advantage” quoted in the Report of Working Group on
Drugs and Pharmaceuticals Industry constituted for the Twelfth Five Year Plan
(2012-2017), US$ 300 billion are expected to go off patent by 2015 for conventional
molecules and Biopharma. Factoring for the reduction in price and the consequent
market value from patent to generics this is estimated to be at least 30-35% which

translates to some US$ 100 billion.

(¢) Department of Biotechnology has intimated that they in collaboration
with Central Drug Standard Control Organization (CDSCO), Directorate General of
Health Services, New Delhi developed “Guidelines on Similar Biologies: Regulatory
Requirements for Marketing Authorization in India-2012” through consultative
process with the involvement of various stakeholders including industry
representatives. These Guidelines streamline the regulatory process and provide
guidance and documentary support to develop safe, efficacious, affordable, and
quality similar biologies (biogeneric drugs) and also facilitate Indian generic
pharmaceutical companies to capitalize on the opportunity on account of fall-off the

patent cliff in the US during the next few years.

Nutrient based subsidy on mixed fertilizers

1594. SHRIMATI KUSUM RAL:
SHRI ALOK TIWARI:
SHRI PRABHAT JHA:
SHRI ARVIND KUMAR SINGH:

Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(a) the details of the nutrient based subsidy provided by the Government

on mixed fertilizers during 2011-12, 2012-13 and 2013-14 so far, fertilizer-wise;
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(b) whether the profit of NBS has been bagged by fertilizer companies and

not farmers;
(c) if so, the details thereof and the reasons for the same;

(d) whether the Government would review its policy which benefits the

fertilizer companies; and
(e) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) No subsidy on mixed fertilizers is
provided by Government directly. However, manufacturers of mixture fertilizers are
eligible to source subsidized Phosphatic and Potassic (P and K) fertilizers from the
manufacturer/importers after their receipt in the districts as inputs for manufacturing
mixture fertilizers for agricultural purpose. The respective State Governments monitor

the activities of manufacturers of mixture fertilizers.

(b) and (c) No, Sir. Under the Nutrient Based Subsidy (NBS) Policy for
Phosphatic and Potassic (P and K) fertilizers, being implemented w.e.f. 1.4.2010, the
Government provides a fixed amount of subsidy, decided on annual basis, on each
grade of subsidized P and K fertilizers depending upon their nutrient content. The
fertilizer companies have been allowed to fix Maximum Retail Prices (MRPs) of P and
K fertilizers at reasonable level. For these fertilizers, the farmers are paying much less
than the delivered cost. The amount of applicable subsidy is printed alongwith the

MRP of the subsidized fertilizers on each bag sold in the market.
(d) and (e) At present, there is no proposal to review NBS Policy.
Implementation of new pricing policy for urea sector

1595. SHRI BHARATSINH PRABHATSINH PARMAR:
SHRI MANSUKH L. MANDAVIYA:
SHRI PARSHOTTAM KHODABHAI RUPALA:

Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:
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(a) the reasons for not implementing new Pricing Policy for urea sector

beyond NPS-III;

(b) whether Government is aware of the fact that due to delay in
implementation of new Pricing Policy for urea sector, many urea manufacturing units

are suffering from operational losses; and

(¢) by when Government intends to implement the new Pricing Policy for

Urea sector along with specific time-limit?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) to (c) The matter of formulation of policy
for the existing urea units beyond stage-III of New Pricing Scheme (NPS) is under
consideration of Group of Ministers constituted to review the fertilizer policy, the
meeting of which was held on 5th June, 2013 and during the meeting, it was decided
that further deliberation on the issues are required before formulation of policy for

existing urea units beyond stage-Ill of New Pricing Scheme.

Rolling out new cyber security architecture

1596. SHRI SABIR ALI: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is rolling out a new cyber security architecture at a
time when it turns out that India is among top five countries whose data has been

compromised by USA’s NSA surveillance system;

(b) if so, the details in this regard; and

(c) whether it is a fact that India is lagging behind China in implementing
IPv6 Internet Protocol which is not only more secure but also makes it easier to hide

certain important information and if so, the details in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) and (b)

Government has recently approved a Framework for Enhancing Cyber Security,
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which envisages a multi-layered approach for ensuring defence-in-depth with clear
demarcation of responsibilities among the stakeholder organizations in the country.
The salient features of the Framework include setting up institutions and
mechanisms for enhancing cyber security, strengthening of assurance and
certification framework, promoting R and D and indigenization, human resource

development and engagement with private sector on cyber security.

(c) Government has already taken necessary steps for introduction of IPv6
in India. In order to facilitate widespread introduction of IPv6 in India, a policy
document titled ‘National IPv6 Deployment Road Map’ was released by Department
of Telecommunications (DoT) in July, 2010. The main focus of the roadmap was to
educate/sensitise the Indian ecosystem about the issues related to IPv6 and enable

it to take the first step in the transition towards IPv6.

Consequent to it, National IPv6 Deployment Roadmap Version-II was released
by DoT in March, 2013. The basic purpose of Roadmap Version-II is to take the next
step forward and lay down the important milestones to facilitate substantial
transition to IPv6 across the country in a phased and time bound manner as per
National Telecom Policy-2012. Department of Telecommunications is pursuing with
all stakeholders to get the recommendations implemented as per the timelines in

Roadmap Version-II.

Further, as incorporated in the National Telecom Policy-2012, necessary steps

have been initiated towards establishing Centre of Innovation for IPv6.
Contract labourers under BSNL and MTNL

1597. SHRI K.N. BALAGOPAL: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(@) whether BSNL and MTNL are engaging contract labourers or having

petty contract system,;
(b) if so, the details thereof;

(¢) whether in Kerala these workers under petty contract system and

contract system are getting minimum wages compatable to local wages;
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(d) if so, the details thereof; and

(e) if not, whether the Ministry would take steps to ensure wages which is

compatable with average local wages of semi skilled labour and skilled labour?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (DR. SHRIMATI KRUPARANI KILLI): (a) and
(b) Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) and Mahanagar Telephpone Nigam Limited
(MTNL) have informed that they do not engage any contract labour. However, BSNL
and MTNL outsource non-core activities to agencies by awarding contracts after

adopting the specified procedure.

(c) to (e) BSNL has informed that it makes provision in the tender document
and agreement regarding payment of minimum wages to the labour engaged by the
agencies engaged on contract as prescribed by the Ministry of Labour and

Employment.
Central monitoring system project

1598. SHRI RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) the statutes, Government Orders and Notifications which deal with the

establishment and maintenance of the Central Monitoring System (CMS) project;

(b) whether CMS is in contravention to the guidelines for privacy laid down

by the Hon’ble Supreme Court;
(c) if so, the reasons for establishment of the CMS;
(d) whether the data gathered through the new CMS is retained;

(e) if so, the period for which such data is retained and whether this data

can be shared with third parties; and

(f) the recourse/legal protection available to Indian citizens against whom

there is unwarranted surveillance or misuse/abuse of power?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) Sir, Central
Monitoring System (CMS) project has been approved by the Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS) in its meeting held on 16.06.2011.

(b) and (c) The interception and monitoring of any target under CMS can be
done only after following the due process of law as stipulated in the Section 5(2) of
Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 read with Rule 419A of Indian Telegraph (Amendment)
Rules, 2007, which were issued in compliance to the Hon’ble Supreme Court

guidelines.

CMS has been planned to automate the process of interception and
monitoring for quick provisioning, maintaining better secrecy of targets and
enhanced data analytical capabilities. Further, CMS has an inbuilt mechanism of
check and balance, wherein the Law Enforcement Agencies (LEAs) are not able to
provision the target themselves and the provisioning authority is not able to see the
content of the intercepted communication. Additionally, there is a provision of auto
generation of audit trail of command logs related to interception and monitoring,

which works as a deterrent to any unauthorized provisioning.

(d) and (e) The data gathered through CMS has to be handled by the
concerned law Enforcement Agencies as per the provisions of Sub-Rule 18 of Rule
419 A of Indian Telegraph (Amendment) Rules, 2007 wherein it is stated that records
pertaining to directions for interception and of intercepted messages shall be
destroyed by the relevant competent authority and the authorized security and Law
Enforcement Agencies every six months unless these are, or likely to be, required for
functional requirement. The sharing of the data is regulated by the sub-rule 8 of

Rule 419A of Indian Telegraph (Amendment) Rules, 2007.

() An illegal/unauthorized interception and monitoring of any
communication is a punishable act under section 25 and 26 of Indian Telegraph Act,
1885 wherein one can be punished with imprisonment which may extend upto three

years or with fine or with both.
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Semiconductor wafer fabrication unit

1599. DR. K.P. RAMALINGAM: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is considering to take a final decision on country’s

first semiconductor wafer fabrication unit;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(¢) whether it is a fact that Government had received expressions of interest
from investors and technology service providers way back in 2011 for the above;

and

(d) if so, the details thereof and the action taken by Government thereon?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) to (d) Yes, Sir. An
Empowered Committee (EC) was set up by the Governance in May, 2011 for
identifying technology and investors for setting up of two Semiconductor Wafer
Fabrication (Fab) Manufacturing Facilities in the country as per the following

mandate:

The EC would, keeping in view the entirety of the circumstances:

(i) recommend the sequence/priority between the proposed Fab-1 and Fab-

2 facilities;

@) to identify technology and potential investors for establishment of
Semiconductor Wafer Fabs, and thereafter ascertain their interest in

setting up Semiconductor Fab facilities in India;

@iii) to assess and recommend the nature and quantum of Government
support such as equity/grant/subsidy in physical/financial terms that

may be required to translate the interest into investment; and

(iv) to recommend to the Government the course of action with regard to the
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nature and quantum of Governments support such as equity/grant/
subsidy in physical/financial terms and the procedure for finalisation of
terms and conditions of investment with the potential investors/

investors.

The EC invited a preliminary Expression of Interest (EOI) from potential
technology providers and investors for setting up of semiconductor fabs in India in
2011. Two Detailed Business Proposals for setting up the fab were received on May
31, 2012. These were appraised by the EC. The EC has submitted its report
containing the recommendations in March, 2013. The report is under consideration

of the Government.

ITU’s proposal to regulate internet

1600. DR. CHANDAN MITRA: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government has decided to support the proposal of

International Telecommunication Union (ITU) to regulate the internet;

(b) if so, the details thereof along with the reasons therefor;

(¢) whether Government has considered its ramifications before taking a

decision on signing it; and

(d) if so, the details of the consultations made with various stakeholders in

the matter?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) The Department
of Telecom, Government of India, has not received any such proposal from ITU to

regulate Internet. Therefore, the question of supporting the proposal does not arise.

(b) to (d) Does not arise.
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Study on impact of electromagnetic radiations

1601. SHRI RAM KRIPAL YADAV: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has given any order for research and study to
assess possible impact of electromagnetic frequency radiations on humans and

living organisms from cell phone towers; and

(b) if so, the details thereof and time-schedule fixed for completion of such

study?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) and (b) Science
and Engineering Research Board (SERB), an autonomous body under Ministry of
Science and Technology, Government of India has called for ‘Research and
Development (R and D) proposals on the possible impact of Electromagnetic Field
(EMF) Radiation exposure from Mobile Towers and Handsets on Life (humans, living
organisms, flora and fauna and environment) and related R and D initiatives’. Such
type of research is generally time consuming process and as on date no time

schedule has been fixed for completion of such research.
Sale of fake electronic items

1602. DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is widespread sale of fake electronic items in the country;
(b) whether ASSOCHAM has conducted any study in this regard;

(¢c) if so, the details thereof and the revenue loss on account of the fake

electronic items during the current year;

(d) whether the Government has set up any regulatory mechanism to check

fake products;
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(e) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor; and

(f) the corrective measures taken by the Government to check sale of fake

items?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) to (c) According
to estimates made by the Associated Chambers of Commerce and Industry of India
(ASSOCHAM), widespread sale of counterfeit products across various sectors such
as electronic items, automotive components, consumer durables, pharma, herbal
medicine and cosmetic is taking place in the country. A copy of the Press Note
dated August 6, 2012 issued in this regard by ASSOCHAM is given in the Statement
(See below).

(d) to (f) Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) under the Department of Consumer
Affairs, Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution operates a
Certification Scheme for various products and services and takes action for misuse

of Certification Mark as per Rules and Regulations framed under BIS Act, 1986.

Statement

Fake products sale is likely to touch over Rs. 55,000 crore by 2013-ASSOCHAM

Monday, August 6, 2012

The widespread sale of counterfeit products across various sectors such
as electronic items, automotive components, consumer durables, pharma,
herbal medicine and cosmetic has become so alarming as to capture a
market size of Rs. 55,000 crore through illegal channels by 2013,
according to estimates made by the Associated Chambers of Commerce

and Industry of India (ASSOCHAM).

On account of increasing sale of fake products in the absence of
regulatory mechanism, the revenue losses to the exchequer would have
exceeded Rs. 5,000 crore for fiscal 2011-12, further reveal the
ASSOCHAM estimates.
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“Delhi is the hub of counterfeit products in India as nearly 75 per cent
counterfeit products originate here. FMCG companies having maximum
loss up to 45% and an average loss around 25% of their market share of
their well-known products”, added Mr. D.S. Rawat, Secretary General,

ASSOCHAM.

The sale of contraband electronic items, consumer durables, automotive
components, pharma, herbal medicine and cosmetic products, based of
ASSOCHAM estimates for fiscal 2011-12 is Rs. 25,000 crore. The current

market size of fake products sale is around 45,000 crore, adds Mr. Rawat.

The other areas in which spurious products sale is going unabated
comprise vegetable oils, spices, ghee and even watch components. In
these areas of large economic activities, the fake products sale has been

estimated within the range of Rs. 15,000 crore by 2013.

In a paper on Fake Products Sale, prepared by ASSOCHAM, based on
the feed back of its constituents, it has been stated that Electronic,
Consumer durables and pharma sectors have witnessed the highest sale
of fake products with an estimated amount of Rs. 20,000 crore in the

current fiscal.

In pharma sector, fake medicines were sold off in rural and semi urban
market the cost of which works out to be Rs. 12,000 crore with growth

of over 100%, says Mr. Rawat while commenting on the ASSOCHAM

paper.

The chamber estimates also point out that Rs. 8,000 crore worth of fake
products were sold off in areas of vegetable oils, ghee, spices and
watch components by 2011-12, of which the large chunk came from the
sale of watch components which has been estimated at Rs. 5,000 crore.
The genuine manufacturers of watches had to lose out heavily because

of huge price differential.
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Herbal Medicine and cosmetics sector alone registered a sale of
Rs. another 10,000 crore. in 2011-12, which did a great deal of damage to
its consumers, says the ASSOCHAM paper on fake products sale. The
most popular counterfeit market is clothing, followed by shoes, watches,

leather goods, and jewellery.

The biggest concern is, however, the customers attraction towards these
pirate products is directly proportional to price of these products which
are sold at 40 to 45% lesser value than the original. A common man with
limited knowledge falls for the counterfeit products due to its cheap or
discounted prices. Enforcement of laws against counterfeiting is not so

strict in India which is another big jolt for the brand industry.

Recently Dubai authorities also seized US$1.09m in counterfeit electric
goods as part of a recent crackdown which included fake goods from
leading brands LG, Panasonic, Sony, Sharp and Hitachi. The seized
goods weighed a total of 120 tonnes and included 5,300 television sets,
7,000 DVD players and various other devices including stereo sets, and

home appliances.

The chamber is of the view that under the present dispensation, those
indulging in sale of counterfeit fake, contraband or spurious products
are least afraid of consequences arising from their being caught. The
laws at present hardly provide for effective deterrence for the offenders

either by way of monitory penalties, damages or criminal prosecution.

The ASSOCHAM, has therefore suggested that the Government must
immediately implement bar coding on medicines and electronic items to

control fake products.




Written Answers to [23 AUG, 2013] Unstarred Questions 173

Banking business by Department of Posts

1603. DR. PRADEEP KUMAR BALMUCHU: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Department of Posts is entering into banking

business with a view to make available banking services to the rural masses;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(¢) while banking is already spread into the rural areas how far the Postal

Department will compete with banks and sustain in the present scenario; and

(d) instead of encouraging Postal Banking, whether it is not worth to

strengthen the existing banks?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (DR. SHRIMATI KRUPARANI KILLI):
(a) and (b) Sir, the Department of Posts has applied for a banking license to Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) for setting up a Post Bank as a separate entity. The Department
of Posts has unmatched presence in rural areas of the country and it is proposed to
utilize this reach for making banking services available to the rural areas by the

proposed Post Bank.

(c) and (d) Before applying for the banking license, Department had engaged
the services of a Banking Professional Consultant to assess the viability of the
proposed Bank taking into consideration the competitive scenario of other banks
and its sustainability in the long run. The Detailed Project Report (DPR) has

established the viability and sustainability of the proposed Post Bank.

Preferential market access policy

1604. DR. PRABHAKAR KORE: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government had cleared a Preferential Market Access (PMA)

Policy in 2012 as part of a strategy to develop indigenous capability in electronics;
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(b) if so, the details of the objectives of the PMA Policy;

(c) whether it is a fact that the PMA policy has come in for sharp criticism

by foreign companies and trade associations;

(d) if so, whether Government has now decided to put on the same on hold;

and

(e) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) and (b) The
policy for providing preference to domestically manufactured electronic goods was
notified vide the Department of Electronics and Information Technology (DeitY)
Notification No.8(78)/2010-IPHW dated 10.2.2012. The scope of the Policy is with

respect to the following two areas:

@i Procurement by all Ministries/Departments (except Defence) and their
agencies for electronic products purchased for Governmental purposes
and not with a view to commercial resale or with a view to use in the

production of goods for commercial sale.

@) Electronic product or products having security implications.

In Government procurement, the policy will be applicable to all Ministries/
Departments (except Defence) and their agencies for electronic products purchased
for Governmental purposes. The extent of Government procurement from domestic
manufacturers shall not be less than 30% of the total procurement value of notified
electronic product or products. Domestically Manufactured Electronic Products are
required to meet the specified graded domestic value-addition in terms of Bill of
Material (BOM) from domestic manufacturers. The Government has thus far issued
detailed notifications for 23 telecom products and 6 electronics/IT related products
for which preference to domestic manufacturers is to be provided in Government
procurement. Both Indian and foreign companies manufacturing electronic products

in India are entitled to the preference to domestic manufacturers under the policy.
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(c) to (e) Several representations were received by the Government both in
favour of and against the policy, especially in relation to its applicability to
electronic products having security implications. After considering the pros and
cons of alternative approaches to handling security related products, the
Government has decided to review the policy. Further, it has been decided that no
notification under the policy with regard to procurement in private sector, of

products having security implications be issued till such a review is completed.

Postal distribution zones in north-eastern region

1605. SHRI HISHEY LACHUNGPA: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) the total number of postal distribution zones in the North-Eastern

Region including Sikkim, State-wise;

(b) the number of areas that fall in each such postal distribution zone,

especially in Sikkim; and

(c) the details thereof along with the number of postmen deployed in these

States during each of the last three years and current year, State-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATION AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (DR. SHRIMATI KRUPARANI KILLI):
(a) Department of Posts does not have any Postal Distribution Zones in the country.
However, delivery of mail is done through the delivery post offices across the
country. The number of Delivery Post Offices in North-Eastern Region (State-wise),

including Sikkim, are given in the Statement-I (See below).

(b) The average area falling in each Delivery Post Office in North-Eastern

region including Sikkim, State-wise is given in above Statement.

(¢) The number of postmen and other delivery staff employed in the
Delivery Post Offices in the North-Eastern States during last three years and current

year are given in the Statement-II (See below).
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Statement-1

Details of Number of Delivery Post Offices in North-Eastern States (State-wise)

S1.No. Name of State Number of Delivery Average area covered by
Post Offices each Delivery Post Office

1. Arunachal Pradesh 298 281.02 Sq.Km.

2. Assam 3934 19.94 Sq.Km.

3. Manipur 687 32.50 Sq.Km.

4. Meghalaya 486 46.15 Sq.Km.

5. Mizoram 385 54.77 Sq.Km.

6. Nagaland 321 51.49 Sq.Km.

7. Sikkim 205 34.61 Sq.Km.

8. Tripura 686 15.29 Sq.Km.

Statement-11

Details of Number of Delivery Staff (Postmen and others) deployed during last

three years in North-Eastern States (State-wise)

SLNo. Name of State 2010-11  2011-12  2012-13  2013-14
1. Arunachal Pradesh 305 34 302 299
2. Assam 1926 1593 1662 1662
3. Manipur 726 726 725 723

4. Meghalaya 548 548 548 547
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SLNo. Name of State 2010-11  2011-12  2012-13  2013-14
5. Mizoram 405 403 403 401
6.  Nagaland 375 374 372 370
7. Sikkim 209 217 218 208
8  Tripura 762 759 752 750

Setting up of Telecom Finance Corporation

1606. DR. K.P. RAMALINGAM: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Government is considering to set up Telecom

Finance Corporation (TFC);

(b) whether it is also a fact that the proposed TFC would be expected to
function as a non-banking and non-deposit infrastructure finance company under

the administrative control of the Department of Telecom;
(c) if so, the details thereof; and
(d) whether the TFC would be approaching banks for creation of funds?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and (c) Yes, Sir. It would be registered as Non-Banking Financial Company
Non-Deposit Infrastructure Finance (NBFC-ND-IFC). The Telecom Finance
Corporation would be a Public Sector Unit under the administrative control of

Department of Telecom.

(d) The main sources of funds for TFC shall be through issue of taxable

and tax-free bonds. The other sources of funds will inter-alia include;

e Term loans from banks/financial institutions
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e Off-shore borrowings and borrowings from multilateral agencies such as
Asian Development Bank (ADB), International Monetary Fund (IMF),

World Bank and other sovereign funds.

Telephone connectivity and mobile services in Kashmir

1607. PROE. SAIF-UD-DIN SOZ: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that hinterland in North Kashmir and South Kashmir
stood neglected in respect of normal telephone connectivity and also in respect of

mobile services; and

(b) whether it is also a fact that far flung areas in North Kashmir such as
Tulail, Gurez, Machil, Keran and Karnah were denied these services almost

altogether?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) and (b) No, Sir.
The hinterland of North Kashmir and South Kashmir are covered by various
telecommunication technologies like Landline, GSM Mobile, CDMA wireless and
Digital Satellite Phone Terminal (DSPT). In respect of mobile service, the hinterland
of North Kashmir contains area mostly close to the Border/Line of Control (LOC)
and there are restrictions for telecommunications and signal spillage. Further, No
Objection Certificate (NOC) from the Army is mandatory for setting up of new BTS

Towers at such locations.

While Tulail, Machil and Keran are covered with DSPT, Mobile Services are
available in Gurez. In Tandhar (Karnah) NOC has been obtained from the Army and
the construction work for setting up new mobile tower has started. At present, there

is no clearance from Army for setting up of towers at Keran, Machil and Tulail.
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Annual turnover of telecom sector

1608. SHRI RAM JETHMALANI: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that telecom sector has witnessed extensive

expansion in the country in the last few years;

(b) if so, the average annual turnover of this sector from 2004-05 to 2012-13;

(c) whether it is also a fact that telecom sector in the country has no option

but to rely on imported equipments to meet its requirements; and

(d) if so, the percentage of requirement of telecom sector in the country met

through imported sources?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) The number of
telecom subscribers (Wireless + Wire line) has risen in past years and the detail of

total subscribers during the last five years and current year are as under:

Year Number of telephone connections (in millions)
As on 31.03.2009 430
As on 31.03.2010 621
As on 31.03.2011 846
As on 31.03.2012 951
As on 31.03.2013 898
As on 30.06.2013 903

(b) The annual revenue of telecom service providers from licensed telecom

services for the financial years 2005-06 to 2011-12 currently available are as under:

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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Year Annual Revenue (in Rs. crore)
2005-2006 87,7194
2006-2007 107,383
2007-2008 132,785
2008-2009 151,693
2009-2010 150,660
2010-2011 166,752
2011-2012 179,914

(c) and (d) While the country has progressively built up its manufacturing
capacity for a range of telecom products, wireless equipment with significant

domestic value addition is not being manufactured.

Since the total requirement of telecom sector pertains largely to the
requirements of the private sector service providers, the information is not
maintained. However, the details of import of telecom equipment, mobile phone and

their parts for past 3 years are given in the Statement.
Statement
Details of Import of Telecom Equipment during last 3 years

(Value in Rs. lacs)

SI.No. HS Code Commodity 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13

1. 851711 Line telphone set with cordless 20,165 24,927 25,872
hand sets.

2. 851712  Telephones for cellular 24.90,190 27,71,583 25,83,515

networks or for other

wireless networks.
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SLNo. HS Code Commodity 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13
3. 851718  Other 22,675 25213 31,132
4. 851761 Base stations 1,78,562 77,234 20,284
5. 851762 Machines for the reception, 6,40,676 5,82,378 6,37,669

conversion and transmission or
regeneration of voice, images or

other data, including switching

6. 851769  Other 3,31,420 440,108 4.94.223
7. 851770  Parts 14,10,842  12,86,940 15,81,966
8. 852560 Transmission apparatus 51,532 35,740 22,440

incorporating reception

apparatus

ToraL 51,46,061  5244,123  53,97,101

Source: DGFT

Optic fibre cable network

1609. SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether there has been significant delay in rollout of highly secure

‘Optic Fibre Cable’ (OFC) network for defence communications;

(b) if so, details thereof, reasons therefor and whether procedural delays

and a flawed tendering process have pushed back this project;

(c) the details on when the project was approved by Cabinet Committee on
Infrastructure including agreement made between the Ministry of Defence and

Department of Telecommunications;
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(d) whether this is adversely affecting critical defence communications; and

(e) if so, details thereof, the current status of the project and measures

taken by Government to ensure completion of this project?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (DR. SHRIMATI KRUPARANI KILLI):
(a) to (e) Cabinet Committee on Infrastructure (CCI) has given the financial approval
of Rs. 13,334 crore on 3.07.2012 for laying of alternate communication network for
Defence Services in a period of 36 months. Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited which is
implementing the project has issued the tender for installation of Optical Fibre Cable.

It is expected that the project will be completed in the period specified by CCIL.

Technology parks

71610. SHRI RAGHUNANDAN SHARMA: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:-

(@) the number of Software Technology Parks of India and Electronic

Hardware Technology Parks established in the country, State/Union Territory-wise;

(b) the funds sanctioned/spent and the number of micro, small and medium
enterprises promoted during the last three years and current year, separately, State/

Union Territory-wise and year-wise;

(c) whether the number of such units has come down during the last few

years; and

(d) if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) and (b) Software
Technology Parks of India (STPI), an autonomous society under the Department of
Electronics and Information Technology (DeitY), Ministry of Communications and

Information Technology, has established 53 STPI Centres across the country. The

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi
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State/Union Territory-wise list of STPI centres is given in the Statement-I
(See below). STPI is responsible for implementation of Software Technology Park
(STP) and Electronics Hardware Technology Park (EHTP) Scheme. Under the STP/
EHTP scheme, the units are eligible for various benefits such as Customs Duty
exemption on imported goods, reimbursement of Central Sales Tax (CST) and Excise
Duty exemptions on procurement of indigenously manufactured goods. As per the
policy for setting up of new STPI centre, DeitY has been releasing seed fund to
STPI for setting up of a new STPI centres. The year-wise details of funds
sanctioned/spent for new STPI centres is given in the Statement-II (See below).
Further, STPI has informed that the STP/EHTP unit with exports upto Rs. 25 crores
are treated as Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise (MSME). The number of MSME
units (both STP and EHTP) during the last three years and current year; State/Union

Territory-wise and year-wise, is given in the Statement-III (See below).

(c) and (d) STPI has informed that the number of STP/EHTP units has been
declining during the last few years due to withdrawal of Income Tax benefits under
the section 10A of the Income Tax Act from Ist April, 2011. The details of STP/EHTP

exporting units during the last three years are given below:-

Year 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13

Units 5618 4629 3822

Statement-1

State-wise List of STPI centres

SL.No. State STPI Centre

1. Andhra Pradesh Hyderabad, Tirupati, Vijayawada, Vizag, Warangal, Kakinada

2. Assam Guwabhati

3. Chhattisgarh Bhilai

4. Gujarat Gandhinagar
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SL.No. State

STPI Centre

10.

11

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Himachal Pradesh

Jammu and Kashmir

Jharkhand

Karnataka

Kerala

Madhya Pradesh

Maharashtra

Manipur

Odisha

Puducherry

Punjab

Rajasthan

Sikki

Tamil Nadu

Uttar Pradesh

Uttarakhand

West Bengal

Bihar

Meghalya

Shimla

Srinagar, Jammu

Ranchi

Bangaluru, Hubli, Mangalore, Manipal, Mysore

Thiruvananthapuram

Indore, Gwalior

Aurangabad, Nagpur, Nasik, Navi Mumbai, Kolhapur, Pune

Imphal

Bhubaneswar, Rourkela, Berhampur

Puducherry

Mohali

Jaipur, Jodhpur

Gangtok

Chennai, Coimbatore, Madurai, Tirunelveli, Trichy

Kanpur, Lucknow, Noida, Allahabad

Dehradun

Kolkata, Durgapur, Kharagpur, Siliguri, Haldia

Patna

Shillong
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Funds sanctioned and spent on setting up of new STPI centres
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Year Centre Name/State

Amount Sanctioned by DeitY

Amount Spent

2010-11 Jamshedpur (Jharkhand) Rs.50 lakhs NIL

2011-12 NIL NIL

2012-13  Aizwal (Mizoram) Rs. 1.5 crore NIL

2013-14 NIL NIL
Statement-111

Number of MSMEs Units (exporting) under STP Scheme

SLNo. Name of State

FY 2010-11 FY 2011-12

FY 2012-13  Upto 31st

July during

FY 2013-14

1 2 3 4 5 6

1. Mabharashtra 1090 875 769 702
2. Gujarat 200 I 64 8
3. Karnataka 895 930 754 746
4. Assam 5 5 3 2
5. Meghalaya 1 1 1 1
6. Manipur 0 0 0 0
7. Sikkim 0 0 0 0
8 Odisha 30 50 39 39
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1 2 3 4 5 6
9. Jharkhand 1 7 5 5
10. Bihar 0 1 1 1
11. West Bengal 174 156 A 91
12. Kerala 176 141 110 114
13. Uttar Pradesh 390 285 238 221
14. Delhi 224 167 127 115
15. Haryana 288 245 226 217
16. Uttarakhand 11 10 8 16
17. Punjab 122 130 & &
18. Rajasthan R ! 36 27
19. Madhya Pradesh 52 43 34 26
20. Chhattisgarh 7 6 9 9
21. Jammu and Kashmir 4 1 1 1
22. Tamil Nadu 881 704 S84 553
23. Andhra Pradesh 863 630 550 550
24. Puducherry 6 4 7 5
25. Himachal Pradesh 0 1 1 1
TotAL 5532 4542 3746 3589
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SI. No. Name of State

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13  Upto 31st

July during

FY 2013-14

1 2 3 4 5 6
1. Maharashtra 10 8 6 6
2. QGujarat 2 2 2 2
3. Karnataka 19 24 20 20
4. Kerala 4 6 6 6
5. Uttar Pradesh 7 7 6 6
6. Uttarakhand 1 1 0 0
7. Punjab 2 2 2 2
8. Rajasthan 1 2 1 1
9. Madhya Pradesh 1 1 1 1
10. Tamil Nadu 24 20 18 20
11. Andhra Pradesh 5 5 5 5
12. Delhi 3 3 3 3
13. Haryana 7 6 6 5

ToraL 86 87 76 7l

GranD TotaL 5618 4629 3822 3606

No. of MSMEs (80% of GrRAND TOTAL) 4494 3703 3058 2933




188 Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

State-of-art security lab

1611. SHRI A.W. RABI BERNARD: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(@) whether the Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has proposed to
set up a state-of-art security lab to test network gear used by mobile phone

companies;
(b) if so, the details thereof;

(¢) whether the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, which was tasked
with the job, would work closely with the proposed DoT test lab and develop the
security standards, procedures and tools for testing network equipments used by all

mobile phone companies in the country; and
(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) and (b) Sir,
Department of Telecommunications has planned to establish the Telecom Testing
and Security Certification Centre to develop systems, processes, adopt/develop
security standards, test tools, etc., for telecom equipment security testing and
certification. This Centre can accredit the test labs for security testing and
certification of telecom equipment used by various Telecom Service Providers
including mobile phone companies. Such test labs can be set up/established under

private or public or joint venture entity.

(c) and (d) The Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore has been asked to
continue the work to develop the security standards, procedures and test tools and
provide the requisite support to the Telecom Testing and Security Certification

Centre.
Banking operations by Department of Posts

1612. SHRI S. THANGAVELU: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(@) whether it is a fact that Government is considering to provide Rs. 1900
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crore to Department of Posts to commence banking operations;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(¢) whether it is also a fact that the Department has plans to start 50 bank

branches in the first year and scale it to 150 branches in five years; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (DR. SHRIMATI KRUPARANI KILLI): (a) and
(b) Sir, the Department of Posts has applied for a Banking license to Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) for setting up a Post Bank. Based on the Detailed Project Report
(DPR) submitted by a Consultant, the Department of Posts has a plan to propose a
demand of approximately Rs. 1900 crore over a period of five years for setting up the

Post Bank of India which is being processed for approval of the Cabinet.

(c) and (d) As per the Detailed Project Report (DPR), the Department has
proposed to set up 50 bank branches in first year which are proposed to be located
in select Head Post Offices. It is further proposed to scale up the branches to 150
up to fifth year expanding the locations to more Head Post Offices as well as some

select Sub Post Offices.

Mobile number portability

1613. SHRI SALIM ANSARI: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Mobile Number Portability (MNP) has been

implemented in the country;

(b) if so, how many portings have happened so far and the average porting

time per operator;

(¢c) the number of porting requests rejected along with the reasons therefor;

and
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(d) whether it is a fact that Government has imposed fine on rejecting

porting request and if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) As per the data submitted by Mobile Number Portability Service
Providers, the actual number of portings carried out till 31st July 2013 is 80.07
million. The Telecommunications Mobile Number Portability Regulations, 2009 (8 of
2009) envisages a maximum time of seven working days for completion of a porting
request in all licensed service areas except in the case of J and K, Assam and North
East Licensed service areas where the maximum time allowed for completion of a
porting request is fifteen working days. There is a provision in the MNP process, for
the service provider acting as Donor operator to reject porting request under certain
grounds mentioned in the Telecommunications Mobile Number Portability

Regulations, 2009.

(¢) So far, 15.17 million portings have been rejected, the primary reasons for

rejection of porting requests by service providers are:-

@i Mismatch of Unique Porting Code;

(i) Non-completion of mandatory 90 days;

@iii) Non-adherence to Contractual Obligations; and

(iv) Outstanding payments dues to the Donor operators.

(d) In order to discourage wrongful rejections by service providers, TRAI
issued Telecommunications Mobile Number Portability (Fourth Amendment)
Regulations, 2012, dated 19th September, 2012, for levying financial disincentives
upto Rs. 10,000/- on the Telecom Service Providers where contravention is
established in rejection of porting request. So far no financial disincentive has been

imposed on service providers under these regulations.



Written Answers to [23 AUG, 2013] Unstarred Questions 191

Free mobile roaming facility

1614. SHRI BRIJLAL KHABRI: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Government is considering to provide free mobile

roaming on all networks throughout the country; and
(b) if so, the details thereof, and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) and (b) Being a
predominantly tariff issue, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has
reduced ceilings on Roaming Charges with effect from Ist July 2013. Vide 55th
Amendment to TTO, 1999, TRAI has mandated the Wireless Access Service
providers to offer special roaming tariff plans in which the subscribers can avail
partially free roaming, or fully free roaming in lieu of payment of fixed charges.
However, it is one of the objectives of National Telecom Policy 2012 to work towards

“One Nation-Free Roaming”.
Prepaid mobile connection

71615. DR. YOGENDRA P. TRIVEDI: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether the connection of prepaid mobile subscribers having a balance

of Rs. 20 would not be deactivated;

(b) whether Government has framed such rules for prepaid mobile

subscribers; and
(¢c) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) to (c) Most of

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi
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the Mobile Service Providers has prescribed a condition of deactivation of the

Cellular Mobile Telephone connections remain inactive for a certain specified period.

Prior to 22.03.2013, such deactivation were resorted to irrespective of the balance

amount in the account of the pre-paid consumer, causing inconvenience to genuine

consumers. With a view to protect the interests of the consumers while seeking to

ensure better utilization of scarce numbering resources, the Telecom Regulatory

Authority of India (TRAI) has put in place certain regulatory guidelines through the

Telecom Consumer Protection Regulation, 2012 (Sixth Amendment). The Regulation,

which became effective on 22.03.2013, inter-alia, contains the following guidelines:-

()

(i)

(ii)

@iv)

™)

(vi)

(vii)

There shall be no deactivation if the balance in prepaid consumer

account in Rs. 20/- or more;

The mobile connections of prepaid consumers shall not be deactivated

for any period of non-usage less than 90 days;

For the purpose of usage, a voice call/video call (incoming or outgoing)
or an outgoing SMS or a data usage of Value Added Services, or
payment of rental (in case of post paid connection) etc. shall definitely
fall in the scope of activity; the service provider may prescribe any

other activity as well;

An ‘Automatic Number Retention Scheme’ shall be implemented for
prepaid consumers on payment of reasonable charges upto Rs. 20/- per

30 days;

A consumer whose connection is deactivated shall be given a grace
period of at-least 15 days within which he can reactivate the same

number;

Consumers shall be transparently communicated the terms and

conditions of deactivation of SIMs due to non-usage;

The service providers are required to implement a Safe Custody Scheme

for postpaid consumers.
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Norms for opening bank account by a post office

71616. SHRI MAHENDRA SINGH MAHRA: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) the norms prescribed for opening bank account in nationalized bank on

local level by post offices;

(b) whether Government is aware that it takes even more than 30 days to
depositors to get their payment due to non-availability of bank account of post

office on local level;

(¢c) if so, the details of the steps taken by the Ministry for instant

availability of money to the depositors on demand; and

(d) whether Government would allow all post offices to open their account

in banks on local level?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (DR. SHRIMATI KRUPARANI KILLI): (a) The
following norms are prescribed for opening bank accounts in nationalized bank on

local level by post offices:-
(i) Branches of two nationalized banks can be selected in each Circle.

(i) Only one bank account can be maintained at each centre irrespective of

the number of post offices at that centre,

@) Post offices with sufficient turnover only viz. Rs. 40 lakhs and above per

annum can be selected for opening bank accounts.
(b) No, Sir.
(c) Does not arise in view of (b) above.

(d) The Government would allow post offices to open their account in

banks on local level as per norms stated at (a) above.

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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Computerization/modernization of post offices

71617. SHRI ISHWARLAL SHANKARLAL JAIN: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has taken any measures for computerization and

modernization of post offices in rural areas of the country;

(b) whether most of the post offices in rural areas are not computerized and

modernized;

(c) whether any fund has been allocated for the same during the last three

years;
(d) if so, the post office-wise details of expenditure of such fund;

() whether Government has released any fund for this purpose recently;

and

(f) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (DR. SHRIMATI KRUPARANI KILLI): (a) Yes,
Sir.

(b) All Departmental Post Offices in Rural areas have been computerized.

408 Rural Post offices have also been modernized under Project Arrow.

(©)  Yes, Sir.

(d) Details of expenditure on Modernization and Computerization in last

three years is given in the Statement-I and Statement-II (See below).

() Yes, Sir.

(f Rs. 532.21 Crores has been allocated during this financial year 2013-14

for “IT Modernization Project” of Department of Posts.

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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Statement-1

Fund allotment for computerisation of post offices under “IT modernization

project” during last three years

Financial year Fund Allotted** (Rs. in crore)
2010-11 165.73
2011-12 112.84
2012-13 3347

** The fund allotted includes for Urban Post offices also

Statement-11

Funds allotment for modernization of post offices under “project arrow” look

and feel during last three years

Financial year Fund Allotted** (Rs. in crore)
2010-11 83.86
2011-12 26.09
2012-13 74.00

** The fund allotted includes for Urban Post offices also.

Internet pornography

1618. SHRI K.C. TYAGI:
SHRI BAISHNAB PARIDA:

Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether internet pornography is fast picking up on the internet system

in the country;
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(b) whether a demand has been made to ban such sites in the country;

(c) if so, the details thereof;

(d) whether it is having a cascading effect on young children; and

(e) if so, the details thereof along with the status thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) Every
infrastructure/ service on the Internet may be used for hosting variety of
applications and content of any nature. The web infrastructure does not distinguish
the nature of content. The technology is therefore, used for purposes which may be
liked by one section of society and not liked by other sections of society.
Pornography is one such nature of content and several groups have hosted
pornography sites/content on Internet for variety of purposes. Such sites can be
accessed by all sections of users. Most of the pornographic websites are hosted

outside the country.

(b) and (c) Concerns are expressed regularly regarding the availability of
pornography on the Internet. The filtering of pornographic sites poses a technical
challenge. These websites keep on changing the names, domain addresses and
hosting platforms from time to time making it difficult to filter or block such websites
using technical tools available in the market. In addition, the tools provide filtering
to a limited extent only. The tools, in the process, also filter genuine content and

degrade the performance of systems.

(d) and (e) While the Internet provides immense opportunity to school
children, Society and other individuals for entertainment, information search,
education programmes, communication, online gaming etc., it brings unprecedented
risks and Cyber crimes are committed against children and Society. The Children are
exposed to harmful content including pornography, child pornography, video

voyeurism content available on the Internet.

The Information Technology Act 2000 amended by the Information
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Technology (Amendment) Act 2008 with effect from 27.10.2009 together with the
Indian Penal Code 1860, provides legal framework for countering pornographic sites
including child pornography. Sections 67, 67A and 67B of the Information
Technology Act provides stringent punishment and fine for publishing or
transmission of pornography in electronic form as well as hosting on website any
information which is lascivious, or contains sexually explicit act or conduct, or
depicts children engaged in sexually explicit act. Section 67 provides imprisonment
up to three years and fine up to five lakh rupees for first conviction and
imprisonment up to five years and fine up to ten lakh rupees for subsequent
convictions. Section 67A and section 67B provides punishment up to five years and
fine up to ten lakh rupees for first conviction and imprisonment up to seven years
and fine up to ten lakh rupees for subsequent convictions. Further, the Information
Technology (Intermediaries Guidelines) Rules, 2011 notified on 11.4.2011 under
Section 79 of the Information Technology Act 2000 requires that Intermediaries shall
publish policy on their Website advising their users inter-alia not to publish or

transmit on their Websites.

In addition, Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act 2012 (POCSO)
specifically deals with the punishment for crimes against children including
Publishing or transmitting of any information depicting child below the age of 18
years in Sexually Explicit Act. The crimes against Children including Child
pornography has been criminalized under the said legal framework. Section 21 of the
POCSO Act make it mandatory to report or record sexual offences against children.
Failure to report or record such an offence is punishable with imprisonment or fine

or with both.
Telecom districts in Karnataka

1619. SHRI BASAWARAJ PATIL: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) the number of telecom districts in Karnataka;
(b) how many are working on ad-hoc system and since how many days;

(c) the details thereof; and
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(d) by when their posts would be filled up without dustrubing the day-to-

day activities?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (DR. SHRIMATI KRUPARANI KILLI): (a) to
(d) Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) has informed that there are 19 Telecom
Districts in Karnataka. No Telecom District in the State is working on adhoc basis.
Based on administrative requirements and availability of officers from time to time.
Officers are entrusted with the responsibility of managing the affairs of more than

one Telecom District.

Internet cable landing stations

1620. SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) the details of the number of internet cable landing stations along with

the ownership distribution;

(b) whether Government intends to break the monopoly in fixing high

charges for bandwidth by companies; and

(c) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) Sir, Internet
Service providers and International Long Distance service providers are permitted to
establish internet cable landing station. So far, total 12 Cable landng stations have
been established by International Long Distance service providers namely, Tata
Communications Ltd. (5 No.), Bharti Airtel Ltd. (4 No.), Reliance Communications

Ltd. (2 No.) and Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd. (1 No.).

(b) and (c) Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has released "The
International Telecommunication Cable Landing Stations Access Facilitation Charges

and Co-Location Charges Regulations, 2012 (No. 27 of 2012) on 21/12/2012. The
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said Regulation was challenged by telecom operators in Madras High Court. Hon'ble
Madras High Court has stayed the implementation of TRAI's Regulation vide its
orders dated 24/01/2013 and 21/02/2013.

Foodgrains storage capacity in Andhra Pradesh

1621. SHRI PALVAI GOVARDHAN REDDY: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) the storage capacity of foodgrains in Andhra Pradesh, district-wise;

(b) whether the existing warehouse in Andhra Pradesh are enough to store

the foodgrains;

(¢c) if not, the efforts Government is making to increase the storage

capacity;

(d) whether any special emphasis has been made in the Twelfth Five Year

Plan for Andhra Pradesh, the Rice Bowl of the country; and

(e) if so, the details thereof, and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMERS AFFAIRS,
FOOD PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROE. K.V. THOMAS): (a) In Andhra Pradesh, there
is a total storage capacity of 42 Lakh MT with Food Corporation of India (FCI) as

on 30.06.13. The District wise details are given in the Statement (See below).

(b) and (c) Yes, Sir, however, the storage capacity requirement of FCI depends
upon the procurement level, buffer stocking and PDS requirement of the State.
Utilization of existing storage capacity in Andhra Pradesh during the month of June

2013 was 90%.

The General Managers (Region)/Executive Directors (Zone) have been
delegated with power for hiring of storage capacity from Central Warehousing
Corporation (CWC), State Warehousing Corporation (SWC), State Agencies and

Private Parties for storage of foodgrains as per their requirement in view of the
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increased procurement and urgent storage needs.

(d) and (e) No proposal to include/augment capacity in Andhra Pradesh has
been made in Twelfth Five Year Plan. However, with regard to requirement of
additional storage capacity in the country, Government of India/FCI has formulated a
scheme called Private Entrepreneurs Guarantee (PEG) Scheme for construction of
storage capacity through Private Entrepreneurs, CWC and SWCs for guaranteed
hiring by FCL

In Andhra Pradesh, a capacity of 4.51 Lakh MT has been approved under the
Private Entrepreneurs Guarantee Scheme (PEG). Out of this a capacity of approx. 2.0
lakh MT has been completed and 1.82 Lakh MT is under various stages of

development/creation.

Statement

District-wise storage capacity of food grains with FCI as on 30.06.2013 in A.P.

Region
Sl. No. District Storage Capacity (MTs)
1. Nizamabad 176333
2. Srikakaulam 125815
3. Krishna 348930
4. Kurnool 51000
5. Kadapa 32743
6. Ananthapur 101480
7. Rangareddy 100000
8. Mahaboobnagar 114000

9. Guntur 22760
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10. Prakasam 30000
SIL. No. District Storage Capacity (MTs)

11. Khammam 70840
12. Vishakhapatnam 149842
13. Vijayanagaram 70533
14. Chittoor 40000
15. Nellore 76000
16. Nalgonda 577710
17. West Godavari 519419
18. Adilabad 57540
1. Karimnagar 429827
20. East Godavari 699154
21. Medak 86375
22. Warangal 319823

TotaL 4200124

11622.

Effect of implementation of food security Bill

SHRI NARESH AGRAWAL: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) the quantum of rise provided to BPL and APL card hoders annually by

Government presently and the quantum of rice that would be supplied after passage

of the Food Security Bill;
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T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi

(b) whether it is a fact that the gap between demand and supply would
widen after passage of this Bill which would force import of rice with hefty price;

and

(¢c) if so, whether Government would reconsider this scheme and if not, the

reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) During the year
2013-14, 267.13 lakh tons of rice has been alloted for all accepted number of Below
Poverty Line (BPL)/Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) and Above Poverty Line (APL)
families under the Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS). Taking into
consideration the wheat and rice ratio of existing allocation so far under TPDS, the
estimated requirement of rice under TPDS will be 293.80 lakh tons after passage of
National Food Security Ordinance, 2013 (NFSO).

(b) and (c¢) Keeping in view the average annual procurement of foodgrains
during 2007-08 to 2011-12, availability of sufficient stocks in Central Pool and efforts
being made to augment agricultural production in the country under various
Government projects, the need for import to meet the requirements under NFSO is

not foreseen.

Rise in price of food items

1623. SHRI K.N. BALAGOPAL: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government has information about the price rise of food items

including vegetables in the country; and

(b) if so, the details of price of major food items in the States centres in the

country during the last five years?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) Government
monitors the Wholesale/Retail prices of select essential commodities which include
vegetables like potato, onion and tomato through data obtained from 57 Reporting
Centres across the country on a continuous basis. The prevailling price situation as
well as other factors which have impact on prices are analysed, and based on this

appropriate policy interventions are arrived at.
(b) The information is being compiled.
Role of PDS and TPDS vis-a-vis Food Security Ordinance

1624.DR. KANWAR DEEP SINGH: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) the current operational status of Public Distribution System (PDS) and

Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS) across the country;

(b) the role that the current PDS shall play in context of the recent Food

Security Ordinance;

(c) the reasons behind promulgation of the Ordinance when the existing

PDS and TPDS could have played the same role with some reforms; and

(d) the differences between the existing PDS and TPDS and the provisions

of the Ordinance?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROFE. K.V. THOMAS): (a) Public Distribution
System (PDS) till 1992 was a general entitlement scheme for all consumers. The
Revamped Public Distribution System (RPDS) was launched in 1992 in 1775 blocks in
tribal, hill and drought prone areas. With a view to specially target poor sections of
society, the Targeted Public Ditribution System (TPDS) was launched in June, 1997.
Under Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS), allocation of foodgrains (rice and
wheat) are made to States and Union Territories (UTs) for distribution to 6.52 crore
accepted number of Below Poverty Line (BPL) families, which includes 2.43 crore

Anyyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) families. Allocation of foodgrains to BPL families,
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including AAY families, are made @ 35 kg. per family per month at the Central Issue
Price (CIP) of Rs. 3/- per kg for rice and Rs. 2/- per kg. for wheat for AAY families
and Rs. 5.65 per kg. for rice and Rs. 415 per kg. for wheat for BPL families.
Allocation of foodgrains to about 11.52 crore Above Poverty Line (APL) families are
also made depending upon the availability of foodgrains in the Central pool and the
past offtake. Presently, the llocation of foodgrans to APL families ranges between 15
and 35 kg. per family per month. CIPs of foodgrains for APL category are Rs. 7.9 per
kg. for rice (common)/Rs. 8.30 per kg. for rice (grade 'A") and Rs. 6.10 per kg. for

wheat.

(b) Under the National Food Security Ordinance (NFSO), 2013, TPDS will
continue to be implemented, though with changed parameters relating to coverage,

foodgrain entitlements, prices, etc. prescribed therein.

(¢) The NFSO, 2013 makes a paradigm shift in approach to food security i.e.
from welfare based to rights based and now provides for legal entitlements for food

security.

(d) For allocation of foodgrains (rice and wheat) to States and UTs under
TPDS as referred in part (a) above, Department of Food and Public Distribution uses
the number of Below Poverty Line (BPL) families based on 1993-94 poverty estimates
of Planning Commission and the population estimates of Registrar General of India
(RGI) as on 1st March 2000 or the number of such families actually identified and
ration cards issed to them by State/UT Governments, whichever is less. The NFSO,
2013 on the other hand provides for coverage of upto 75% of the rural and upto
50% of the urban population at the all India level. Compared to foodgrains
entitlement and issue prices under existing TPDS mentioned in reply to part (a), the
eligible households under NFSO will be eligible to receive 5 kg. of subsidized
foodgrains per person per month under TPDS at Rs. 1/2/3 per kg. for coarsegrain,
wheat and rice. The existing AAY households, however, will continue to receive 35
kg. of foodgrains per household per month. It further provides that the total number
of persons to be covered in each State shall be calculated on the basis of the

population estimates as per the census for which relevant figures have been
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published. Apart from the provisions for subsidized foodgrains under TPDS. the
Ordinance also contains provisions for nutritional support to women and children,
grievance redressal mechanisms at District and State levels, women empowerment,

etc.

Status of food and public distribution in Uttarakhand

1625. SHRI TARUN VIJAY: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD
AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) the status of food and public distribution system in Uttarakhand, the
number of vendors with locations, grains and other food stuff allotted, with special

focus on the post-disaster situation; and

(b) the number of public distribution shops in border areas of Uttarakhand
viz. Munshiyari, Milan, Pithoragarh, Mona, Chamoli etc. and Ladakh-Chushal etc.

and their allocations of food stuff per months?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K. V. THOMAS): (a) and
(b) Uttarakhand is being allotted full quantity of foodgrains (ric and wheat) for all
accepted number of Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) families, Below Poverty Line
(BPL) families and Above Poverty Line (APL) families as per their entitlement under
Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS). During 2013-14, Uttarakhand has been
allotted 42,666 tons of foodgrains for distribution @ 35 kg. per family per month for
AAY/BPL/APL families in the State. In addition, 2000 tons of foodgrains have been
allotted for Char Dham Yatra and 4000 tons of foodgrains have been allotted on

post-disaster situation for flood relief.

In the State of Uttarakhand universal coverage for distribution of sugar under
PDS is allowed and the sugar is supplied to both APL and BPL populaton projected
as on 1.3.2000. The monthly quota of Uttarahand is 6033.0 MT.

Information regarding number of vendors/public distribution shops their

locations; etc is being collected from Govt. of Uttarakhand and will be laid on the
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Table of the House, when received.

Sale of wheat, rice and pulses by FCI

+1626. SHRI MAHENDRA SINGH MAHRA: Will the Minister of
CONSUMERS AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether Food Corporation of India (FCI) has sold wheat, rice and pulses

in the open market during the financial year 2012-13 and 2013-14;

(b) if so, the grades of wheat, rice and pulses sold along with the details

thereof;

(¢c) the grades of wheat, rice and pulses stored in the FCI godowns at

present, quantity-wise; and

(d) whether FCI will sell wheat, rice and pulses in future also?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) and (b) Food
Corporation of India (FCI) does not sell pulses. FCI sells wheat and rice pertaining
to A, B, C and D categories of issuable grades and stocks of non-issuable grade in
the open market. Information regarding grades of issuable and non issuable stocks

is being collected.

(¢) Grade-wise Central pool stock position is given in the Statement (See

below). FCI does not deal with pulses.

(d) FCI has been allowed to sell 100 lakh tonnes of wheat and 5 lakh tonnes
of rice under OMSS (D) during the current financial year for which the sale period

has been set to be upto 31st March, 2013.

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi
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Statement

(i) Issuable and Non-Issuable WHEAT as on 01.06.2013

(Figs. in Lakh MT)

issuable Non-issuable/damged
FCI Stock with FCI State
Zone A B Cand D Total StateAgencies Agencies
East 941 003 0.01 945 0 0.07526 0
NE. 055 0 0 0.55 0 0 0
North 91.82 0.03 0 9185 23398 0.00218 0.62398
South 1003 026 0 1029 0 0.00846 0
West 2390 004 001 2395 65.84 0.00360 0
ToraL 135.71 0.36 0.02 136.09 299.82  0.08950 0.62398
Stock
(II) Issuable and Non-Issuable RICE as on 01.06.2013.
Issuable Non-issuable/Damaged
Zone FCI Stock With FCI  State Agencies
State
Agencies
A B Cand D URS Total
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

East 4.64 426 0.08 0 894 8.88  0.00465 0
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
NE. 3.16 0 0 0.03 3.19 0 0.00364 0
North  104.51 0.06 0 835 11292 0.63 0.00002 0
South 4253 13.08 0 0.08 55.69 17.11 0.00380 0
West 9.74 226 0 0.03 12.03 851 0.00079 0
ToraL 164.58 19.66 0.08 8.49 192.77 35.13 0.012920 0
Stock

Rise in prices of sugar

71627. SHRI THAAWAR CHAND GEHLOT: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBTION be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government is aware of the fact that after decontrolling the

price of sugar has been rising constantly;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) whether Government has chalked out any plan to check the price rise of

sugar immediately after decontrolling it, and if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) and (b) No, Sir.

The Sugar prices have been stable after decontrolling, since April, 2013.

(¢) The sugar production during 2012-13 sugar season is estimated to be
about 248 lakh tons as against domestic consumption requirement of about 230 lakh
tons. Further, the customs duty on import of sugar has been kept at a moderate level

of 15%. The sugar prices are currently stable in the domestic market.

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi
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Impact of forward and market trading on prices of commodities

1628. DR. T.N. SEEMA: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD
AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether a committee was set up to study the impact of trading in the

forward market on the prices of commodities, if so, the details thereof;

(b) whether Government has taken any steps based on the said report, if so,

the details thereof;

(c) whether Government proposes to upgrade Forward Markets Commission

into an independent regulator, if so, the details thereof; and

(d) the benefits likely to be accrued therefrom?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) Yes, Sir. The
Government had set up an Expert Committee in March 2007 under the Chairmanship
of Prof. Abhijit Sen, Member, Planning Commission to examine whether and to what
extent future trading has contributed to price rise in agricultural commodities. The

terms of reference of the Committee were as follows:

@i To study the extent of impact, if any, of futures trading on wholesale

and retail prices of agricultural commodities;

(i) Depending on (i), to suggest ways to minimize such an impact; and

@iii) Make such other recommendations as the Committee may consider
appropriate regarding increased association of farmers in the futures
market/trading so that farmers are able to get the benefit of price

discovery through Commodity Exchanges.

According to available information there is no clear evidence that rise in food
prices in India has been due to forward trading. The Expert Committee chaired by

Shri Abhijit Sen, that analyzed annual trend growth rate in prices of sensitive
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commodities (food grains and sugar) in pre-futures and post futures period,
concluded that although inflation clearly increased post-futures in some sensitive
commodities that have higher weight in consumer price indices, it is not possible to
make any general claim that inflation accelerated more in commodities with futures

trading.

Other factors particularly demand supply mismatches, degree of dependence
on imports and international prices in these commodities etc. also tend to affect

commodity prices.

(b) Yes, Sir. The Forward Markets Commission, the regulator for commodity
futures markets under the provisions of Forward Contracts (Regulation) Act, 1952
(FMC) has initiated several measures based on the recommendations of the report.

The details of the initiatives taken by FMC are given in the Statement (See below).

(c) and (d) Yes, Sir. The Government has introduced the Forward (Regulation)
Amendment Bill, 2010 in Lok Sabha on 6th December, 2010. The Bill, inter-alia
provides for strengthening of the regulatory powers of the Forward Markets
Commission. The main objectives, salient and benefits likely to accrue from the said

Bill are as under:

1. The Objectives of the Forward Contracts Amendment Bill 2010

(i) Strengthening of the regulatory framework including enforcement and

penal provisions for the commodity derivatives markets,

@) Functional and Financial Autonomy for the market regulator-the Forward
Markets Commission (FMC) to better regulate the commodity derivatives

market, and

@iii) Permitting new products, viz., options in the commodity derivative
market which are more suitable for participants like farmers to cover their

price-risks.
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(i)

(ii)

@iv)

™)

(vi)

(vi)

(viii)

(ix)

®)

(xi)

The Salient features of the Forward Contracts Amendment Bill, 2010

to redefine the expression "forward contract" so as to include therein
"commodity derivative" and also to define new expressions such as
"commodity derivative", "corporatisation","demutualisation” and

"intermediary" which have been used in the Bill.

to increase the maximum number of members of the Forward Markets
Commission from four, as at present, to nine out of which at least three

would be whole-time members besides the Chairman.
to confer power upon the Commission to levy fees.

to provide for constitution of a fund called the "Forward Markets
Commission General Fund" to which all grants, fees and all sums
received by the Commission except penalty shall be credited, and apply

the funds for meeting its expenses.

to confer power upon the Central Government to issue directions to the
Commission on matters of policy and to supersede it in certain extreme

circumstances;

to make provisions for corporatisation and demutualisation of
recognised associations in accordance with the scheme to be approved

by the Commission.
to make provision for registration of members and intermediaries.
to allow trading in options in goods and commodity derivatives.

to make provision for investigation, enforcement and penalty in case of

contravention of the provisions of the Act.

to make provision for transfer of the duties and functions of a clearning

house of an exchange to a clearing corporation.

to make provisions for exemption from payment of tax on wealth, income

and profits or gains of the Commission.
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(xii)

(xiii)

to make provison for appeals from the orders of the Forward Markets
Commission and Adjudicating Officer to the Securities Appellate
Tribunal for the purposes of the Act and from the order of the Securities
Appellate Tribunal under the Forward Contracts (Regulation) Act, 1952

to the Supreme Court; and

to make consequential changes in the Securities and Exchange Board of

India Act, 1992.

Benefits likely to accrue from the proposed amendments to the Forward

Contracts (Regulation) Act, 1952

The autonomy will strengthen FMC and its capacity to effectively regulate

the markets, as the commission will be empowered;

M

@

©)

@

Q)

To recruit and upgrade its manpower to meet the growing challenges of

the commodity market.

The capacity and flexibility to deploy its financial resources to suit the
requirement for regulation and creating awareness amongst various

section of society including farmers.

The Amendment bill provides for registration of members and other

intermediaries essential to ensure their effective monitoring by the FMC.

The proposed amendment seeks to introduce option in goods. This will

provide farmers with a better risk management tool.

The powers to impose penalties for various contraventions such as
failure to furnish information, return, etc; failure by any person to enter
into agreement with clients, failure to redress clients grievances, insider
trading, adoption of fraudulent and unfair trade practices, default in case
of intermediary and failure to comply with the directives of FMC etc will

enable effective regulation of the markets.
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©

0]

)

(i)

(ii)

The provision for corporation and demutualization of the Commodity
Exchanges will bring about greater transparency and governance at the

exchanges.

The present Act does not provide for an Appellate Authority. The
proposed amendments seek to designate Securities Appellate Tribunal
(SAT) as the Appellate Tribunal for the purposes of F.C. (R) Act. The
amendment Bill provides for an appeal against the order of FMC and
Adjudicating Officer before SAT and against the order of SAT before
the Supreme Court. This will facilitate redressal of grievances and
speedier disposal of disputes relating to the interpretation of the Act

and the rules.

Statement

Initiatives taken by the Forward Markets Commission based on the

Recommendations of the report

The Commission has undertaken the exercise of comprehensive review
of futures contract design to align the futures market with physical
market practices, in order to ensure that the contracts traded on the

exchange platforms serve the interests of the stakeholders.

The Commission has proposed to the Ministry of Consumer Affairs to
permit the entities set up or promoted by the Central/State Government,
to act as aggregators for farmers. The Commission also proposes to
promote hedging activity by providing exemption to hedgers from

payment of margins etc., on the platform of the Exchanges.

The Government has constituted an Advisory Committee to advise the
Government and FMC regarding commodity futures market. The
committee comprises of experts, professionals and representatives of
various stakeholders of the commodity futures market. The Advisory
Committee provides an institutional mechanism for continuous

consultation with all the stakeholders of the futures market.
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@iv)

™)

(vi)

(vii)

(vii)

(ix)

In addition to other regulatory tools to curb excessive speculation, the
Commission has directd the exchanges to introduce a system for
staggered delivery to make threat of delivery credible in the near month

contracts in all agricultural commodities.

In order to improve the participation of small hedgers, the exchanges
have been asked to reduce the lot size of the futures contracts traded

on the National Commodity and Derivatives Exchange.

In order to improve deliveries on the platforms of the National
exchanges and to promote better warehousing, the Commission has
directed that the Exchanges should accredit warehouses within 100 kms
radius of delivery centres depending on the feasibility and requirements,

in respect of all commodities.

In order to ensure that the stakeholders have a proper understanding of
the functioning of commodity markets, the Commission has undertaken
various initiatives such as awareness programmes, capacity building
programmes, and other activities for raising awareness about the
commodity futures market among the stakeholders. During the 11th Five
Year Plan (2007-2012) till March, 2012, 2473 Awareness Programmes have
been conducted, out of which 1570 programmes were for farmers only.
During the current 12th Five Year Plan (2012-17), during the period April
2012 upto July 2013, a total of 1107 awareness programmes have been

conducted.

The Ministry of Finance has been requested through the Department of
Consumer Affairs to include awareness programmes on the commodity
futures market in the on-going financial inclusion and literacy
programmes and to also use the Financial Literacy and Credit
Counselling Centres (FLCC) in spreading the awareness about the

commodity futures market.

To disseminate the information of spot and futures prices of various
commodities, the Commission is implementing a Price Dissemination

Project under which GPRS enabled LED Price Ticker Boards displaying
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®)

(xi)

the information of spot and futures prices of the commodities being
traded on the Exchanges Platform on real time basis in the local
languages are installed at various locations where the farmer foottall is
heavy like Agricultural Produce Market Committee (APMC) Mandis,
Krishi Vikas Kendras (KVK) and Regional Rural Banks (RRB) etc. During
the 11th Five Year Plan (2007-2012), 1430 price ticker boards were placed
at various locations. During the year April 2012-July 2013, a total of 700
price ticker boards have been installed. FMC has also directed the
exchanges to disseminate information on futures prices of commodities

through SMS to registered clients.

The Commission has directed the exchanges to make effective use of
print and audiovisual media to raise awareness, and to empower clients
by sending information through sms and email alerts of the trades
conducted on the platform of the exchanges to prevent unauthorised

trade in client accounts by members.

In order to promote transparency in the Commodity Futures Market,
directions were issued to the National Commodity Exchanges to display
on daily basis, the percentage of the proprietary trade to total traded
value, percentage of client trade to total traded value, the percentage of
trade registered through HFT/Algo trading on their web-sites and stocks
in the accredited warehouses. The exchanges were also directed to
disclose information about the behaviour of the contract during the life
cycle of the contracts traded at their exchanges on their respective

websites.

Rise in prices of food products

71629.SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

@

whether it is a fact that prices of essential commodities, particularly that

of food products in the country have continuously risen from January, 2013 to July,

2013;

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi
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(b) if so, the selling prices of wheat, rice, pulse, edible, oil, vegetables and

spices respectively during each month of the above said period; and

(¢) whether it is also a fact that huge difference has been found in the

prices of essential commodities at the retail and the wholesale market?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) The Wholesale
Price Index (WPI) which is an indicator of general price trend, shows that the rate of
inflation for food articles marginally declined from 12.35% in January, 2013 to 11.95%
in July, 2013. During the same period, the rate of inflation in respect of food

products marginally rose from 8.68% to 8.81%. The details are as follows:

(Rate of Inflation in percentage)

Commodity  Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr.  May. Jun Jul.
2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013

Food 1235 1191 9.74 825 6.08 8.36 11.95

articles

Food 8.68 5.04 641 6.63 727 746 8.81

products

(b) and (c) The month end retail prices from January 2013 to July 2013 in
respect of wheat, rice, pulses, edible oils, potato, onion, and tomato among
vegetables, as reported from the metro cities of Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata and Chennai,
are given in Statement-I (See below). The average domestic prices of different spices
are given in Statement-II (See below). There are differences between wholesale and
retail prices depending on the nature of the commodity and other factors like
multilayers in the distribution channels, problems in logistics, storage and

seasonality.
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Statement - 1
Month End Retail Prices of Rice
Unit: (Rs./Kg.)

Centre  Jan. 31 Feb.28 Mar. 28. Apr. 30 May. 31 Jun. 28. July 31.

2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013

Delhi 26 27 2 2 2 27 2
Mumbai 26 26 26 27 2 30 30
Kolkata 21 21 2 23 26 26 24
Chennai 34 %4 2 2 2 2 2

Month End Retail Prices of Wheat
Unit: (Rs./Kg.)

Centre  Jan. 31 Feb.28 Mar. 28. Apr. 30 May. 31  Jun. 28. July 31.

2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013

Delhi 19 19 19 18 17 18 18
Mumbai 2 2 2 25 26 26 26
Kolkata ~ NR NR NR NR NR NR NR
Chennai 26 27 21 26 21 2 2

Month End Retail Prices of Gram Dal
Unit: (Rs./Kg.)

Centre  Jan. 31 Feb.28 Mar. 28. Apr. 30 May. 31  Jun. 28.  July 31.

2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013

Delhi 69 58 57 58 58 4 53
Mumbai & 73 73 66 62 58 58
Kolkata 66 64 62 62 8 56 A4
Chennai 65 60 56 52 52 52 50
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Month End Retail Prices of Tur/Arhar Dal
Unit: (Rs./Kg.)

Centre  Jan. 31 Feb.28 Mar. 28. Apr. 30 May. 31  Jun. 28. July 31.

2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013

Delhi 78 78 &0 &0 &0 77 72
Mumbai 80 78 78 &0 72 72 72
Kolkata 70 66 65 68 66 66 70
Chennai 74 72 i 74 75 75 70

Month End Retail Prices of Urad Dal
Unit: (Rs./Kg.)

Centre  Jan. 31 Feb.28 Mar. 28. Apr. 30  May. 31  Jun. 28. July 31.

2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013

Delhi 68 67 66 67 68 69 70
Mumbai 76 72 72 74 74 70 70
Kolkata 56 4 52 52 52 4 55
Chennai 62 63 60 60 60 62 60

Month End Retail Prices of Moong Dal
Unit: (Rs./Kg.)

Centre  Jan. 31 Feb.28 Mar. 28. Apr. 30  May. 31  Jun. 28. July 31.

2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013

Delhi 77 81 81 &4 & & 81
Mumbai 87 & Y 88 &0 76 76
Kolkata 80 & & & & 90
Chennai 78 78 &0 &0 &0 7
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Month End Retail Prices of Masoor Dal
Unit: (Rs./Kg.)

Centre  Jan. 31 Feb.28 Mar. 28. Apr. 30 May. 31  Jun. 28. July 31.

2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013

Delhi 60 58 59 62 64 67 66
Mumbai 56 56 56 60 60 66 66
Kolkata 52 50 50 52 52 52 4
Chennai 52 52 52 56 57 58 60

Month End Retail Prices of Sugar
Unit: (Rs./Kg.)

Centre  Jan. 31 Feb.28 Mar. 28. Apr. 30 May. 31  Jun. 28.  July 31.

2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013

Delhi 38 38 37 37 37 37 36
Mumbai 38 40 38 38 40
Kolkata 38 38 37 36
Chennai 35 R 32 R

Month End Retail Prices of Milk
Unit: Rs./Ltr.)

Centre  Jan. 31 Feb.28 Mar. 28. Apr. 30 May. 31  Jun. 28. July 31.

2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013

Delhi 30 30 30 30 32 32 32
Mumbai 36 36 36 36
Kolkata 2 2 2 2
Chennai 27 27 27 27
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Month End Retail Prices of Groundnut Oil (Packed)
Unit: (Rs./Kg.)

Centre  Jan. 31 Feb.28 Mar. 28. Apr. 30 May. 31  Jun. 28. July 31.

2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013

Delhi 157 158 160 163 163 161 166
Mumbai 141 140 142 138 124 124 126
Kolkata 150 148 140 144 140 140 140
Chennai 144 147 143 138 138 136 121

Month End Retail Prices of Mustard Oil (Packed)
Unit: (Rs./Kg.)

Centre  Jan. 31 Feb.28 Mar. 28. Apr. 30  May. 31  Jun. 28. July 31.

2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013
Delhi 108 109 108 105 103
Mumbai 90 8 104 102 %
Kolkata 106 104 100 9% 92 A 95
Chennai 121 121 121 126 126 126 127

Month End Retail Prices of Potato
Unit: (Rs./Kg.)

Centre  Jan. 31 Feb.28 Mar. 28. Apr. 30  May. 31  Jun. 28. July 31.

2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013
Delhi 13 13 13 15 18
Mumbai 2 20 20 18 20
Kolkata 10 8 8 10 12 12 11

Chennai 18 17 16 18 19 17 17
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Month End Retail Prices of Onion
Unit: (Rs./Kg.)

Centre  Jan. 31 Feb.28 Mar. 28. Apr. 30 May. 31  Jun. 28. July 31.

2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013
Delhi 2 24 21 18 17 26 38
Mumbai 2 20 20 18 2 26 38
Kolkata 2 24 16 16 16 24 24
Chennai 23 19 15 14 17 23 30

Month End Retail Prices of Tomoto
Unit: (Rs./Kg.)

Centre  Jan. 31 Feb.28 Mar. 28. Apr. 30 May. 31  Jun. 28.  July 31.

2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013
Delhi 15 20 20 2 21 46 2
Mumbai 16 16 20 14
Kolkata 10 12 12 10
Chennai 15 7 8 29 52 41 17

NR-Not Reported

Source:- State Civil Supplies Departments
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Statement -11

Average prices of major spices during the period January 2013 to July 2013 at

major market centers are given below.

(Average price in Rs/Kg)

Spice Market Jan. Feb. Mar Apr.  May. Jun. Jul.
2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013 2013

Pepper Cochin 39576 40895 36521 360.17 35370 364.84 405.19

Cardamon Puttady/ 78587 723.67 659.86 62895 57172 579.79 55831
(Small)* Bodinay-

akanur

Cardamom Badadana 703.13 68438 69125 803.13 889.06 925.00 945.31
(Large) (Gangtok)

Chilli Guntur 5307 6813 6560 6192 6050 6233 6281

Ginger Best (Cochin) 145.00 14438 14000 16000 16500 157.00 170.62

Turmeric ~ Cochin - 9864 9740 9500 9425 8700 76.75

Coriander Chennai 6200 6313 6720 7588 7650 7562 7587

Cumin Chennai 155.88 14875 14250 14375 14750 14630 146.75

Fennel Chennai 8338 8750 8750 8737 8437 86.60 87.50
Fenugreek Chennai 3563 3650 3650 3637 3662 3640 3625
Nutmeg Cochin 666.80 650.57 62500 570.19 43596 41650 415.38
(without

shell)




Written Answers to [23 AUG, 2013] Unstarred Questions 223

Source: Spices Board
*Un-graded auction price
e Source: Pepper-India Pepper and Spice Trade Association (IPSTA), Cochin
¢ Cardamom (Small)-Reports from Licensed auctioneers
¢ Other spices-Compiled based on the reports collected from different market

centres.

Storage capacity of FCI

1630. SHRI SHYAMAL CHAKRABORTY: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleaed to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that FCI had to hire space from various agencies
such as CWC, SWCs, SAGs and private parties, as its own storage capacity was

insufficient to accommodate the Central Pool Stock of foodgrains;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) the action taken by Government to increase the storage capacity of FCI

during last four years and the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) Yes, Sir. Food
Corporation of India (FCI) had to hire space from various agencies such as CWC,
SWCs, State Agencies and private parties for storage of foodgrains as per

requirement in view of the increased procurement and urgent storage needs.

(b) The monthly average storage capacity hired by FCI for storage of
central pool stocks during the last three years and the current year is given as

below:

(Fig. in Lakh MT)

As on Storage capacity hired by FCI

31.03.10 133.59
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As on Storage capacity hired by FCI
31.03.11 160.03
31.03.12 179.64
31.03.13 221.02

Agency-wise details are given in Statement (See below).

(¢) With regard to requirement of additional storage capacity in the country,
Government of India/FCI is implementing a scheme called Private Entrepreneurs
Guarantee (PEG) Scheme for construction of storage capacity through Private
Entrepreneurs, CWC and SWCs. Under this Scheme, storage capacity is created by
private parties, CWC, SWCs and other State Agencies for guaranteed hiring by FCI.
Accordingly, based on recommendations of State Level Committees (SLCs), a
capacity of 203.76 lakh MT has been approved for construction of godowns at
various locations in 19 states by High Level Committee (HLC). A capacity of 73.28

lakh MT has already been completed.

During the last four years i.e. 2009-10, 2010-11, 2011-12 and 2012-13, in order
to increase the storage capacity of FCI, a Plan target of 52,105 MT capacity has
been fixed for the North Eastern and other difficult regions, out of which a capacity

of 29,995 MT has been created as on 31.03.2013.
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Wheat procurement target

1631. SHRI T.M. SELVAGANAPATHI: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that with private players aggressively buying wheat
directly from farmers, Government has revised the procurement target downwards by

25 per cent to 33 million metric tonne for the marketing year 2013-14;
(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether it is also a fact that the said move will help Government to save

about Rs. 3,000 crore; and
(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROEK.V. THOMAS): (a) and (b) Under the
current Price Support system, the procurement of wheat is open-ended and no target
for its procurement are fixed by the Government. However, based on the inputs
received from the States, the estimate of procurement of wheat is made before
commencement of the marketing season. For the Rabi Marketing Season (RMS)
2013-14, against a projected estimate of procurement of 441.21 lakh tons, the

procurement is now estimated to be around 251 lakh tons only.

(c) and (d) The lesser procurement of wheat during RMS 2013-14 is likely to
result in reduced financial burden on the Government. However, no estimation of

saving on account of reduced procurement has been made by the Government.
Foodgrains allocation under PDS as per latest census on BPL families

1632. SHRI T.M. SELVAGANAPATHI: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Government is considering to ensure foodgrains
allocation under Public Distribution System (PDS) as per the latest census on BPL

families; and
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(b) whether it is also a fact that a large number to BPL families were kept
out from the PDS cover as Government followed the 1991 census figures which put

the BPL population very low, and if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) Government has
promulgated the National Food Security Ordinance (NFSO), 2013 on 5.7.2013 to
provide for food and nutritional security in human life cycle approach. As per the
Ordinance, 75% of the rural and 50% of the urban population, at the all India level,
will be entitled to receive subsidized foodgrains under Targeted Public Distribution
System (TPDS). Corresponding to the above referred coverage at the national level,
the State-wise coverage will be determined by the Central Government and the total
number of persons to be covered shall be calculated on the basis of the population
estimates as per the census 2011 of which the relevant figures have been published.
Within the coverage under TPDS determined for each State, the identification of

households is to be done by respective State Governments.

(b) No, Sir. For allocation of foodgrains (rice and wheat) to States and
Union Territories (Uts) under TPDS, Department of Food and Public Distribution
uses the number of Below Poverty Line (BPL) families baed on 1993-94 poverty
estimates of Planning Commission and the population estimates of Registrar General
of India (RGI) as on 1st March 2000 or the number of such families actually
identified and ration cards issued to them by State/UT Governments, whichever is

less.

Imact of Food Security Bill on PDS

1633. SHRI AMBETH RAJAN: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that modernisation of Public Distribution System

(PDS) has come to a grinding hald due to the proposed Food Security Bill; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) No Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

Price rise of onion, wheat, rice and pulses

1634. SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR ROY: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether retail price of onion has increased @ 100 per cent, wheat @ 20

per cent and rice @ 16 per cent compared to last year rates, if so, the details thereof;

(b) whether prices of Tur, Urad, Moong and Masoor dal has increased @ 16

per cent in the last one year, if so, the details thereof;

(c) the main factors for such sharp rise and the details thereof; and

(d) the action Government has initiated to curb the skyrocketing price rise

of these agri-products and the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) and (b) The month
end prices in July 2013 when copared with the prices of corresponding month of
July 2012 as reported from four metro cities of Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata and Chennai
show that, the retail prices of onion increased in the range of 112% to 171%, wheat
in the ragne of 8% to 12% and rice in the range of 10% to 20%. During this period,
the prices of masoor dal increased at around 3% to 15% and moong dal 8% to 12%

whereas the prices of tur dal and urad dal declined.

(c) and (d) Rise in the prices of essential food articles are due to several
factors such as shortfall in domestic supply relative to demand, rising transportation
cost, adverse weather conditions, improvement in income and living standards with

resultant changes in dietary habits and insufficient logistics and storage facilities.

Government has initiated several measures on the prices front to improve
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availability of essential commodities such as import of various items of mass
consumption at zero or concessional import duties together with restriction in export,
prescribing stock holding limits under Essential Commodities Act, allocation of

foodgrains at affordable prices under Targeted Public Distribution Sytem (TPDS) etc.

In order to control the rising prices of onion and discourage exports,
Government has set the Minimum Export Price (MEP) of onion at US$560 per MT
we.f. 14.8.2013.

Beneficiaries of Food Security Bill

11635. DR. ANIL KUMAR SAHANI: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Government is introducing Food Security Bill;
(b) if so, the details thereof; and
(c) the details of selection process of the beneficiaries?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) and (b)
Governmnet promulgated the National Food Security Ordinance on 5.7.2013.
Subsequently, the National Food Security Bill (NFSB), 2013 has been introduced in
the Lok Sabha on 7.8.2013 to replace on Ordinance, and the NFSB introduced in
December, 2011 has been withdrawn. Salient features of the Bill are given in the

Statement (See below).

(¢c) As per the Bill, 75% of the rural and 50% of the urban population, at the
all India level, will be entitled to receive subsidised foodgrains under Targeted Public
Distribution System (TPDS.) It further provides that corresponding to the above, the
State-wise coverage will be determined by the Central Government. As regards
identification, the Ordinance provides that within the coverage under TPDS
determined for each State, the identification of households is to be done by the

State Governments.

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi
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Statement

Salient features of National Food Security Bill, 2013

e Seeks to address the issue of food security in a life cycle approach-
separate entitlements for pregnant women and children, from 6 months
of age and upto 14 years, besides entitlements to a much larger
population to recive subsidized food grains under Targeted Public

Distribution System.

e Coverage of 75% and 50% of rural and urban population under TPDS as

a single category, with uniform entitlement of 5 kg per person per month.

e Entitlement of existing AAY households to be protected at 35 kg per

household per month.

e Subsidised prices- Rs. 3/2/1 per kg for rice, wheat and coarse grains for
a period of three years from the date of commencement and to be

suitably linked to MSP thereafter.

e Corresponding to the all India coverage, State-wise coverage to be

determined by Central Government.

e Number of persons to be covered to be on the basis of the population
estimates as per the census of which the relevant figures have been

published.

* Within the coverage determined for each State, State Govt. to identify

households.

e Pregnant women and lactating mothers to be entitled to meals and

maternity benefit of not less than Rs. 6,000.

e Children in the age group of 6 months to 14 years to be entitled to
meals under ICDS and MDM schemes.
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* FEldest womean of the household of age 18 years or above to be the

head of the household for the purpose of issuing of ration cards.

e Grievance redressal mechanism at the District and State levels. States
will have the flexibility to use the existing machinery or set up separate

mechanism.

e Central Government will provide assistance to States in meeting the
expenditure incurred by them on transportation of foodgrains within the
State, its handling and FPS dealers margin as per norms to be devised

for this purpose.

* Provisions for transparency and accountability

e PDS related records to be placed in public domain

¢ Social audit

e Vigilance Committee

* Provision for food security allowace to entitled beneficiaries in case of

non-supply of entitled foodgrains or meals.

* Provision for penalty on public servant or authority, to be imposed by
the State Food Commission, incase of failure to comply with the relief

recommended by the District Grievance Redressal Officer.

Awareness about consumer protection law

1636. SARDAR SUKHDEV SINGH DHINDSA: Will the Minister of
CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether a study conducted by the Ministry in 2012 revealed that only
20 per cent Indians are aware of the consumer protection law, even after 25 years of

its existence; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) and (b) An
evaluation study was conducted by "Centre for Consumer Studies, Indian Institute
of Public Administration (IIPA), New Delhi" sponsored by this Ministry in 2012 on
"Impact and Effectiveness of Consumer Protection Act, 1986". The study revealed
that the awareness level about Consumer Protection Act is broadly around 32.8

percent as per the sample size.

Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission of Assam

1637. SHRI BHUBANESWAR KALITA: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) the number of cases disposed of by Assam State Consumer Disputes

Redressal Commission (CDRC) and Guwabhati District forum since their inception;

(b) the number of cases pending before the CDRC and Guwahati District

forum:;

(¢) the amount spent by Government on the said CDRC and Guwahati

District forum since their inception, year-wise; and

(d) the number of cases decided by the said CDRC appealed against and
disposed/pending before National Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission during

the last three years, year-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) As per information
received from Assam State Commission, 1867 cases (since inception) have been
disposed by Assam State Commission upto 31.12.2012. The information with regard

to cases disposed of by Guwahati District Forum is not available.

(b) 710 cases are pending in Assam State Commission (since inception) as
on 31.12.2012. The information with regard to pending cases in Guwahati District

Forum is not available.
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(¢c) Till date under the scheme of 'One Time Grant- 1995' Rs. 50 Lakh and Rs.
10 Lakh have been released to the Government of Assam for strengthening the
Infrastructure of Assam State Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission (CDRC) and

Guwahati District forum respectively.

(d) No such information/data are maintained in the National Consumer

Disputes Redressal Commission (NCDRC)/Government.

Cases before consumer forum of Goa

1638. SHRI SHANTARAM NAIK: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) the total number of cases pending before State and District Consumer

fora in the State of Goa; and

(b) whether there are any vacancies either in the post of Chairman or

members in the State and districts Consumer fora, and if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROE. K. V. THOMAS): (a) As per information
received from Goa State Commission 2371 cases have been filed before Goa State
Commission since inception out of which 2321 cases have been disposed of and 50
cases are pending. Futher 6452 cases have been filed before District Fora since
inception out of which 5947 cases stand disposed. 505 cases are pending in District

Consumer Fora.

(b) As per information received from Goa State Commission, there is no

vacancy of President or Member at State/District Consumer Forum in Goa.

Restructuring PDS to implement National Food Security Scheme

1639. DR. BHALCHANDRA MUNGEKAR: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) the concrete steps the Ministry proposes to take to restructure the PDS

so as to effectively implement the National Food Security Scheme; and
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(b)

whether as one of the steps, Government shall allot all new fair price

shops to women's self help groups, and if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) and (b) There is no

scheme of the Government named National Food Security Scheme. The Government

has however promulgated the National Food Security Ordinance (NSFO), 2013 on
5.7.2013. As regards reforms in Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS), the

Ordinance provides that Central and State Governments shall endeavour to

progressively undertake necessary reforms in the TPDS. These reforms inter alia

include-

@

(i)

(ii)

@iv)

™)

(vi)

doorstep delivery of foodgrains of the TPDS outlets;

application of info  rmation and communication technology tools
including end-to-end computerisation in order to ensure transparent

recording of transactions at all levels, and to prevent diversion;

leveraging "aadhaar" for unique identification, with biometric information
of entitled beneficiaries for proper targeting of benefits under this

Ordinance.

full transparency of records;

diversification of commodities distributed under the Public Distribution

System over a period of time;

support of local public distribution models and grains banks.

The Ordinance inter-alia also provides for preference to public

institutions or public bodies such as Panchayats, self help groups, co-

operatives, in licensing of fair prices shops and management of fair price

shops by women or their collectives.
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Rise in prices of essential commodities
1640. SHRI P. BHATTACHARYA:
SHRI K.C. TYAGI:
SHRIMATI RAJANI PATIL:

Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has made any assessment ad analysis of the
causes for rise in prices of essential commodities and failure of steps taken to

control it;

(b) if so, the details and outcome thereof indicating various steps taken by
Government during last one year, and current year along with success achieved

therein;

(¢) whether Committee of Chief Ministers formed by Government to study
the issue of price rise and suggest measures to control the same, has submitted its

report; and

(d) if so, details of recommendations made by the Committee along with the

status of implementation and their impact on prices?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K. V. THOMAS): (a) and (b)
Government monitors the Wholesale/Retail prices of select essential commodities
through data obtained from 57 Reporting Centres across the country on a
continuous basis. The prevailing price situation as well as other factors which have
impact on prices both in domestic and international markets are analysed, and based

on this appropriate policy interventions are arrived at.

Rise in the prices of essential commodities are due to several factors such as
shortfall in domestic supply related to demand, rising transportation cost, adverse
weather conditions and improvement in income and living standards with resltant

changes in dietary habits. With a view to insulate the vulnerable sections of society
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and consumers, Government has initiated several measures on the prices front to
improve the availability of essential commodities. The steps in operation include
allowing import of various items of mass consumption at zero or concessional import
duties together with restrictions on exports, prescribing stockholding limits under
Essential Commodities Act and allocation of foodgrains at affordable prices under

Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS).

The Wholesale Price Index which is an indicator of general price trend shows
that in July 2013 the rate of inflation for pulses, fruits, milk, sugar and edible oils
declined while the rate of inflation for cereals and vegetables rose when compared to

the corresponding month of July 2012.

(c) and (d) A Core Group comprising State Chief Ministers and the Central
Ministers concerned was constituted on 15th MArch, 2010, regarding Prices of
Essential Commodities. This Core Group decided to constitute three Working Groups
on (i) Agriculture Production (ii) Consumer Affairs (iii) Food and Public Distribution.
These Working Groups have subsequently submitted their Reports and action
initiated by the respective Departments on the agreed points which emerged out of

recommenations of the Working Groups.

The Working Group on Consumer Affairs had submitted its Report on
02.03.2011 to the Prime Minister. The main recommendations of the Working Group
on Consumer Affairs include, inter-alia, increasing competition in Agriculture
Produce Markets; improving Agro-Infrastructure; integrate warehousing/cold chain
infrastructure with spot and future market; establishment of dedicated central body
for collecting, analyzing and dissemination of information on market; and better

implementation of amendments to Essential Commodities Act, 1955.

The aforementioned recommendations pertain to a number of Departments/
Ministries. As a follow up action, the concerned Departments/Ministeries have been
requested to initiate necessary action within the ambit of existing policy framework/

plans/schemes.
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Price rise of fruits and vegetables

1641. SHRI K.C. TYAGL
SHRI P. BHATTACHARYA:
SHRI NARENDRA KUMAR KASHYAP:

Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether prices of vegetables and fruits in wholesale and retail markets in

the country have increased manifold in the recent past;
(b) if so, the reasons therefor;

(c) whether prices of onions and tomatoes have also increased due to their

export to other countries;

(d) if so, the remedial measures taken by Government including operation of

effective Market Intervention Scheme (MIS) for fruits and vegetables; and

(¢) whether Government proposes to revamp the present National
Horticulture Mission (NHM) to increase the production of fruits and vegetables in

the country, and if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) and (b) The
Wholesale Price Index (WPI) which is an indicator of general price trend, shows that
the rate of inflation for vegetables as a whole was at 30.02% in the month of January
2013, declined from February 2013 to April 2013, started rising from May 2013
onwards and stood at 46.59% for the month of July 2013. The rate of inflation for
fruits as a whole was at 10.28% in the month of January 2013, started declining from
February 2013 and is at (-) 4.80% for the month of July 2013.

The All India Consumer Price Index (Combined), shows that the annual
inflation rate for vegetables was at 26.21% in January 2013 and with fluctuations
declined to 16.40% for the month of July 2013. Similarly the inflation rate for fruits
was at 9.68% in January 2013 and with fluctuations declined to 6.81% in July 2013.



238 Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

Price increase of commodities like vegetables and fruits could be due to
several factors such as prevalent demand-supply mismatch, increase in cost of

inputs, cost of transportaton and storage and weather conditions.

(¢c) No Sir. The present rise in onion prices is not linked with export. Exports
of onion constitute less than 10% of the domestic production during 2012-13. The
export of onion during 2013-14 (April-June) is 5, 11,616 MT which is less than the
corresponding period of 2012-13, i.e. 5, 17,274 MT.

(d) and (e) Government implements Market Intervention Scheme (MIS) for
procurement of perishable commodities not covered under Price Support Scheme.
MIS is implemented when prices fall below economic levels/cost of production or to

avoid distress sale in the event of bumper crop during the peak arrival period.

Government has decided to merge all horticultural schemes, under the
umbrealla of National Horticulture Mission (NHM) and enhance fudning therefor in
order to provide more focused and comprehensive attention to this increasingly

important sector.

Items provided under food security law

1642. SHRI ALOK TIWARI:
SHRIMATI KUSUM RALI:
SHRI PRABHAT JHA:
SHRI ARVIND KUMAR SINGH:
SHRI AVTAR SINGH KARIMPURI:

Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government would provide pulses, edible oil, sugar, kerosene

and milk etc. under Food Security in the country, if so, the details thereof; and

(b) if not, the reasons therefor and rationale for providing only rice, coarse

grains and wheat therein and the proposed remedial steps in this regard?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROE. K.V. THOMAS): (a) No, Sir. Under the
National Food Security Ordinance, 2013, promulgated on 05.07.2013, entitlements are
in terms of subsidized foodgrains (coarse grains, wheat and rice) under Targeted
Public Distribution System (TDPS) and meals for pregnant women and lactating

mothers and children upto 14 years of age.

(b) The entitlements under the Ordinance have been provided keeping in
view the overall domestic availability of different commodities and the fiscal

constraints.

Prices of onions and tomatoes

1643. SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI:
SHRI NATUJI HALAJI THAKOR:

Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that prices of vegetables particularly onion and
tomatoes have increased throughout the country in the recent past and these have

become beyond the reach of common man;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor;

(c) the steps Government proposes to take to keep check on their prices so

that these are available to people at reasonable prices; and

(d) whether Government will ban export of onions to bring down its crises?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) and (b) The
Wholesale Price Index (WPI), an indicator of general price trend, shows that the rate
of inflation for vegetables including potato, onion and tomato during July 2012 to

July 2013 has been as follows:
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(Rate of Inflation in %)

Commodity July 2012 January 2013 July 2013
Vegetables 24.11 30.02 46.59
Potato 7324 73.10 -645
Onion -10.05 125.17 144.94
Tomato NA 46.61 NA

Source: DIPP

NA: Not Available

The prices of commodities including vegetables like onion and tomatoes are
mainly governed by market forces of demand and supply, cost of transportation and

storage, weather conditions etc.

(c) and (d) In order to improve the availability of vegetables, Government
initiated schemes like Vegetables Initiative for Urban Clusters (VIUC) to enhance
production and productivity of vegetables, duly addressing allconcernes related to

both demand and supply side of vegetable sector in identified cities.

Currently there is no proposal under consideration to ban the export of onion.
The present rise in onion prices is not linked to exports of onion as it constitutes
less than 10% of the domestic production. However, as a measure to discourage
exports, Government has set the Minimum Export Price (MEP) of onion as US $ 60

per MT we.f. 14.8.2013.

Implementation of food security ordinance

1644. SHRI JAGAT PRAKASH NADDA: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) the quantity of foodgrains estimated to be required to implement the

Right to Food Ordinance, cereal-wise and State wise; and
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(b) how does Government proposes to procure these foodgrains and ensure

their delivery in all parts of the country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) The National Food
Security Ordinance, 2013, promulgated on 05.07.2013, provides for coverage of upto
75% of the rural and upto 50% of the urban population, at the all India level, to
receive 5 kilograms of foodgrains at subsidized prices under Targeted Public
Distribution System, provided that households covered under Antyodaya Anna
Yojana will be entitled to 35 kilograms per household per month. The annual
requirement of foodgrains for implementation of the Ordinance is estimated at 614.3

lakh tons.

The Ordinance further provides that the State-wise percentage coverage will
be determined by the Central Government. Accordingly, based on National Sample
Survey Office (NSSO) Consumption Expenditure Survey data for 2011-12, the
Planning Commission has estimated the State-wise percentage coverage, which is
given in the Statement. (See below). The total number of persons to be covered in
each State, as per the Ordinance, shall be calculated on the basis of population
estimates as per the Census of which relevant figures have been published, which is
Census, 2011 at present. State-wise foodgrains requirement under the Ordinance are

dependent on above parameters.

(b) The existing procurement policy of the Government will continue under
which all the foodgrains conforming to prescribed specifications offered for sale at
specified centres are purchased by the public procurement agencies at Minimum
Support Price (MSP). The delivery of foodgrains will continue to be through

Targeted Public Distribution System.
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State-wise percentage coverage estimated by Planning Commission for

2011-12
Sl. No. State/UT Percentage coverage (%)
(Based on 2011-12 NSSO data)
1 2 3
L. Andhra Pradesh 60.96 41.14
2. Arunachal Pradesh 6631 51.55
3. Assam 84.17 60.35
4. Bihar 85.12 7453
5. Chhattisgarh 84.25 59.98
6. NCT of Delhi 37.69 4359
7. Goa 4224 33.02
8. Gujarat 74.64 4825
9. Haryana 54.61 41.05
10. Himachal Pradesh 5623 30.99
11 Jammu and Kashmir 63.55 47.10
12. Jharkhand 86.48 60.20
13. Karnataka 76.04 4936
14. Kerala 52.63 39.50
15. Madhya Pradesh 80.10 62.61
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1 2 3
16. Maharashtra 76.32 4534
17. Manipur 88.56 85.75
18. Meghalaya 7179 50.87
19. Mizoram 81.88 48.60
20. Nagaland 79.83 61.98
21. Odisha 82.17 55.77
22. Punjab 54.79 44.83
23. Rajasthan 69.09 53.00
24. Sikkim 75.74 40.36
25. Tamil Nadu 62.55 3779
26. Tripura 74.75 49.54
27. Uttar Pradesh 79.56 64.43
28. Uttarakhand 65.26 52.05
29. West Bengal 7447 47.55
30. Andaman and 2494 1.70
Nicobar Islands
31 Chandigarh 3854 4726
32 Dadra and Nagar 84.19 51.54
Haveli
33. Daman and Diu 26.66 56.47
34. Lakshadweep 3530 33.56
35. Puducherry 59.68 46.94
ALL INDIA 75.00 50.00
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Area officers for monitoring of PDS

1645.SHRI NARENDRA KUMAR KASHYAP: Will the Minister of
CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has appointed area officers for monitoring of Public

Distribution System (PDS) in the country;

(b) if so, the details indicating the nature of duty performed by such

officers;

(c) whether Government has carried out any assessment of the area officer

scheme during the last two years;
(d) if so, the State-wise details along with the outcomes thereof; and

() to what extent this scheme has been successful in improving the

functioning of Public Distribution System?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) to (e) Targeted
Public Distribution System (TPDS) is implemented under joint responsibility of
Central Government and State/UT Governments. Apart from TPDS, some Central/
centrally sponsored schemes of the Ministry are also implemented by State/UT

Governments.

For better feedback on TPDS and other schemes, an arranagement of field
visits by officers of the Department was introduced in the year 2000. These officers
are termed as Area Officers and specific States and UTs are assigned to them for
field visits under Area Officer Scheme. However, presently, the scheme has been

kept in abeyance.
Stock of wheat with FCI

1646. SHRI NARESH GUJRAL: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) the total stock of wheat stored by F.C.I. in the open in Punjab and

Haryana, as on 30 June, 2013;
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(b) how much of this total quantity is stored on plinth covered with poly
sheets and how much quantity was stored on non-plinth and without drainage

facility; and

(c) whether Government has any estimate of the amount of F.C.I. wheat

damaged/destroyed during the last six months?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROE. K.V. THOMAS): (a) A quantity of 9.725
Lakh MTs and 2.593 Lakh MTs of wheat was stored by FCI in Cover And Plinth
(CAP) complexes in Punjab and Haryana respectively, as on 30.06.2013.

(b) Out of total quantity of wheat stored in CAP by FCI in Punjab and
Haryana Regions, following quantities of wheat were stored in Pucca and Katrcha

Plinths as on 30.06.2013:

(Figures in Lakh MTs)

Regions Pucca Katcha Total

Punjab 8.85 0.87 9.72
Haryana 2.59 0 259
TotaL 11.44 0.87 12.31

(¢) Details showing Region-wise accrual of Non-Issuable wheat stock

position with FCI during last six months is given in the Statement.
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Region-wise Wheat stock accrued as Non-issuable (damaged) with FCI during

last six months w.e.f. Feb. 2013 to July 2013

(Fig. in MTs)

S1. No. Region Wheat
L. Bihar 1031.63
2. Jharkhand 2
3. Odisha 11.63
4. West Bengal 7926
5. Assam 0
6. NEF 470.88
7. N and M 0
& Delhi 27.04
o. Haryana 148.04
10. Himachal Pradesh 0
11 Jammu and Kashmir 0
12. Punjab 43.86
13. Rajasthan 2.84
14. Uttar Pradesh 220.64
15. Uttarakhand 11
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Sl. No. Region Wheat
16. Andhra Pradesh 6.09
17. Kerala 25
18. Karnataka 0
19. Tamil Nadu 733
20. Gujarat 305
21. Maharashtra 162
22. Madhya Pradesh 17.88
23. Chhattisgarh 47.84

ToraL 1119237

Fillip to FPIS in North-Eastern Region

1647. SHRI KHEKIHO ZHIMOMI: Will the Minister of FOOD PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the level of processing industries for fruits and
vegetables in the country is only 2 per cent in comparison to USA's 60 per cent and

China's 20 per cent, if so, the details thereof and reasons therefor;

(b) whether it is also a fact that few food processing industries are working

in North-Eastern region compared to other parts of the country; and

(¢) if so, whether Government proposes to help and give special

consideration to such Industries?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FOOD PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES (SHRI CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (a) Ministry of Food Processing
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Industries (MoFPI) does not maintain data on the level of processing of fruits and
vegetables as well as that of the percentage of wastage of fruits and vegetables in

the country.

(b) In order to increase the level of fruits and vegetables processing in the
country including North-Eastern States, Ministry of Food Processing Industries
(MoFPI) had implemented the Scheme for Technology Upgradation/Establishment/
Modernisation of Food Processing Industries during the 11th Plan in the country. A
details indicating the number of food processing units assisted in the country
including North-East States under the above scheme during 11th Plan and first year
of 12th Plan (2012-13) is given in the Statement (See below). During 12th Five Year
Plan, this Scheme has been subsumed in the National Mission on Food Processing

(NMFP) implemented by States/UTs.

(c) For the development of food processing sector in the country including
in North-Eastern States, Ministry of Food Processing Industries (MoFPI) had
launched a Centrally Sponsored Scheme-National Mission on Food Processing
(NMFP) during 2012-13 of 12th Five Year Plan. The basic objective of NMFP is
decentalization of implementation of the schemes, leading to substantial participation
of State Government/ UTs. All the States/ UTs have been empowered to receive the
applications, sanction and release the grants-in-aid to the eligible beneficiaries under
various components of the Mission. Mission also provides flexibility to State/UT
Governments in the selection of beneficiaries, location/region of the projects etc. for

the development of food processing sector in their States.

Under the various schemes of NMFP, higher level of financial assistance in
the form of grants-in-aid has been envisaged for promoting the food processing

sector in North-Eastern States.
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Marriage law of Goa

11648. DR. PRABHA THAKUR: Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE

be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has studied present law of Goa under which a wife
is naturally supposed to enjoy equal rights in all movable-immovable and ancestral

property of husband after marriage;

(b) whether as a result thereof there has been rise or fall in the cases of

divorce, dowry harassment, domestic violence in the State; and

(c) the details thereof during the last five years?

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) No, Sir.

(b) and (c) Does not arise.

Use of Hindi and regional languages in higher judiciary

11649. DR. RAM PRAKASH: Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be

pleased to state:

(a) whether Hindi and other regional languages are permissible for filng

cases, pleading and making an argument in Supreme Court and various High Courts;

(b) if not, whether giving such permission would be considered; and

(¢c) whether it is not justifiable that the litigation should be in the language

of litigant?

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) to (c)
Article 348 (1) of the Constitution of India provides that all proceedings in the
Supreme Court and in every High Court shall be in English language until Parliament
by law otherwise provides. No law has since been made in this regard by the

Parliament.

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi
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Article 348(2) provides that the Governor of the State may, with the previous
consent of the President, authorize the use of Hindi language or any other language
used for any official purpose of the State, in the proceedings of the High Court
having its principal seat in that State, provided that decrees, judgements or orders

passed by such High Courts shall be in English.

So far, the Governors of four States namely; Bihar, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh have authorized the use of Hindi in addition to English

language in the proceedings of the High Courts in their States.

Proposals have been received for use of regional languages in the High
Courts of Madras and Gujarat and for the use of Hindi in the High Court of
Chhattisgarh.

The Law Commission of India, in its 216th report had recommended that "the
higher judiciary should not be subjected to any kind of persuasive change in the
present societal context." The full Courts of the Supreme Courts considered the
proposals for use of Hindi and regional languages in the High Courts in its meeting
held on 11th October, 2012 and reiterated the earlier similar resolutions of the Full
Court adopted in 1997 and 1999 to not accept the proposals. The Government has

accepted the stand of the Law Commission and the Supreme Court.
Vacant posts of Judges

1650. SHRI RAM KRIPAL YADAV: Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE

be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact Hon'ble Supreme Court is short of 6 Judges and

there are 275 vacancy of judges in different High Courts all over the country;

(b) if so, whether this is a major reason for delay in pending cases in

Hon'ble Supreme Court and High courts all over the country;

(¢) whether Government has any plan to fill the vacancies of Judges in a

time-bound manner; and

(d) if not, the reasons therefor?
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THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) There are
03 vacancies in the Supreme Court and 275 vacancies in the High Courts, as on

01.08.2013.

(b) Vacancies of Judges is one of the several reasons for pending cases in
Hon'ble Supreme Court and High Courts which infer-alia also include increase in
the volume of litigation, accumulation of first appeals, continuation of ordinary civil
jurisdiction in some of the High Courts, appeals against orders of quasi-judicial
forums going to High Courts, number of revisions/appeals, adjournments,
indiscriminate use of writ jurisdiction in High Courts and lack of adequate

arrangements to monitor, track and bunch cases for hearing.

(c) and (d) Pursuant to the Supreme Court Judgment of October 6, 1993 read
with their Advisory Opinion of October 28, 1998, the process of initiation of
proposal for appointment of a judge of a High Court rests with the Chief Justice of
the concerned High Court and for appointment of a Judge in the Supreme Court,
rests with the Chief Justice of India. In this arrangement, number of posts have
remained vacant for want of proposals to fill the positions. The Government has
been periodically reminding the Chief Justices of the High Courts to initiate
proposals well in time for filling the existing vacancies as well as the vacancies

anticipated in next six months in the High Courts.

Filling up of the vacancies in the High Courts is a continuous consultative
process among Constitutional authorities to select suitable candidates for higher
judiciary. It is time consuming process, as it requires consultation and approval from
various Constitutional authorities. While every effort is made to fill up the existing
vacancies expeditiously, vacancies to do deep on arising on account of retirement,

resignation or elevation of Judges.
Guidelines on freebies in manifestos

1651. SHRI PALVAI GOVARDHAN REDDY: Will the Minister of LAW AND
JUSTICE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is aware of the recent observations of the Supreme

Court for formulation of guidelines with regard to freebies in the manifestos;
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(b) if so, the reaction of Government thereto; and

(c) the action taken so far on the above observations of the Supreme

Court?

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) to (c) The
Supreme Court in its judgement dated July 05, 2013 in the case of S. Subramaniam
Balaji Vs. Government of Tamil Nadu and Others has directed the Election
Commission to frame guidelines regarding promising of freebies in election
manifestos of the political parties. The Supreme Court has further directed the
Election Commission to frame guidelines in consultation with the recognized political
parties to be included as part of the Model Code of Conduct. The Election
Commission has since called a meeting of all the National and State (recognized)
political parties for consultation for the purpose of framing appropriate guidelines as
directed by the Supreme Court and this meeting was held on the 12th August, 2013
at Nirvachan Sadan, New Delhi. The Election Commission has informed that

appropriate consequent action in the matter will follow in due course.

Gram Nyayalayas

1652. SHRI BALWINDER SINGH BHUNDER: Will the Minister of LAW AND
JUSTICE be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Gram Nyayalayas scheme under the Gram Nyayalayas Act
2008 have not been popular amongst the States as a result of which there are only

a handful of proposal for Gram Nyayalayas from the States;

(b) the reasons for luke warm response of the States for this scheme; and

(c) the efforts being made to make the Gram Nyayalayas scheme popular

amongst States so that more Gram Nyayalayas can be established in the country?

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) to (c)
Central Government provides recurring and non-recurring assistance to States within

the prescribed norms to encourage them to set up Gram Nyayalayas. As per the
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available information, 172 Gram Nyayalayas have been notified by nine State
Governments in terms of Section 3 (1) of the Gram Nyayalayas Act, 2008. Of these

152 Gram Nyayalayas have become operational.

The major causes for slow progress of the scheme are overlapping
jurisdiction of Gram Nyayalayas with regular courts and shortage of First Class
Judicial Magistrates to man the positions of Nyayadhikaris in Gram Nyayalayas.
Besides, lukewarm response of Bar, reluctance of police officials and other State
functionaries to invoke jurisdiction of Gram Nyayalayas and on-availability of

notaries, stamp vendors are the other reasons for the scheme not being popular.

Central Government has been making regular requests to the Chief Ministers
of States and Chief Justices of High Courts for establishment of Gram Nyayalayas in
the respective States. The issue affecting the implementation of the Gram
Nyayalayas scheme were recently discussed in the Conference of Chief Justices of
the High Courts and Chief Ministers of the States on 7th April, 2013. It has, inter-
alia, been decided in the Conference that the State Governments and High Courts
should decide the question of establishment of Gram Nyayalayas, wherever feasible,
taking into account their local problems. It was also agreed that on account of
overlapping of jurisdiction of the regular courts, the provisions of the Gram

Nyayalayas Act, 2008, need to be re-visited.

Pendency of cases in courts

1653. SHRI RAJKUMAR DHOOT: Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be

pleased to state:

(@) whether Supreme Court has recently blamed Government for huge

pendency of cases in various courts of the country;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) the reaction of Government thereto and the corrective measures

Government proposes to take in the matter?
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THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) to (c) The
Supreme Court has expressed its concern on the huge pendency of cases in various
courts of the country in some of its judgements in the recent past. Disposal of cases
in courts falls within the domain of the judiciary. In order to expedite the trial of
court cases, a number of legislative changes have been made in procedural laws
which include provisions for limiting adjournments of court proceedings in criminal
and civil matters as contained in Section 309 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973

and Order XVII of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908.

Further, in order to assist the judiciary, the Government has set up a National
Mission for Justice Delivery and Legal Reforms to achieve twin goals of
(i) increasing access to justice by reducing delays and arears; and (ii) enhancing
accountability through structural changes and by setting performance standards and
improving capacities. The Mission has adopted a coordinated approach for phased
liquidation of arrears and pendency in judicial administration by providing support
for better court infrastructure including computerisation, encouraging increase in the
strength of subordinate judiciary and recommending policy and legislative measures
in the areas prone to excessive litigation and suggesting re-engineering of court

procedures for quick disposal of cases.

The challenges posed by huge backlog and pendency of cases in our judicial
system cannot be met without active involvement of judiciary. The Chief Justice of
India, after consulting the Minister of Law and Justice established the National
Court Management Systems (NCMS) in May, 2012. The Policy and Action Plan’
document to implement NCMS was released by the Chief Justice of India on
27.9.2012. NCMS is responsible for preparing a policy guideline for developing a
National Framework of Court Excellence (NFCE) to set measurable performance
standards for Indian courts to address issues of quality, responsiveness and

timeliness to facilitate timely delivery of justice.
Issue of voter identity cards in Delhi

+1654. SHRI PARVEZ HASHMI: Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE

be pleased to state:

(@) by when Government proposes to complete issuance of voter identity

cards in Delhi;

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(b) the number of voter identity cards issued in Delhi assembly, seat-wise;

(c) the target set to issue new voter identity cards to the voters in Delhi
who are still holding old voter identity cards post-delimitation, along with details of

the work completed, so far; and

(d) whether the imprint of the word "senior citizen" on the voter identity
cards issued to the voters aged above sixty years has been discontinued; if so, the

detailed reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) The
issuance of voter identity cards is a continuous process. Efforts are being made to
achieve 100% EPIC (Electors Photo Identity Card) coverage in the electoral roll

before holding of General Election to the Delhi Legislative Assembly, 2013.

(b) As on 14.08.2013, around 99% of electors enrolled in the electoral rolls
in Delhi have been issued Voter Identity Cards (EPIC). A list of assembly

constituency wise EPIC coverage is given in the Statement (See below).

(¢) The Election Commission of India has issued detailed instruction vide
letter No. 23/ID/2008/ERS, dated 18th September, 2008 stating that 'EPIC issued once
to an elector from any place in the country shall remain valid life time for electoral
identification purpose everywhere else also, even when the person has changed
residence or is registered as voter in any new place in a new constituency when the
old constituency has ceased to exist due to delimitation. There is, therefore, no such

target to issue new Voters Identity Cards to voters holding old EPIC cards.

(d) The Electors Photo Identity Card was introduced by Election Commision
of India in the year 1993 and since its inception, the word "Senior Citizen" has never

been imprinted on the voter identity cards of electors.
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Statement

Eroll profile as on 14.8.2013

Dist. No. Dist. Name AC No. AC Name EPIC EPIC%

1. North-West 1 Narela 195328 100.00
5 Badli 184980 9528

6 Rithala 201498 100.00

7 Bawana (SC) 248767 97.87

8 Mundaka 215173 9741

9 Kirari 203701 100.00

10 Sultanpur Majra 149053 100.00

13 Rohini 153091 100.00

North-West Total 1551591 98.82

2. North-East 63 Seemapuri (SC) 150510 100.00
64 Rohtas Nagar 165595 100.00

65 Seelampur 142928 100.00

66 Ghonda 176153 100.00

67 Babarpur 163858 100.00

68 Gokalpur 167463 100.00

69 Mustafabad 191191 100.00

70 Karawal Nagar 193508 100.00

North-East Total 1351206 100.00
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Dist No. Dist Name Ac No. Ac Name EPIC EPIC%

3. South 45 Mehrauli 138315 99.90
46 Chhatarpur 157539 9521

47 Deoli (SC) 175848 96.17

48 Ambedkar 115777 99.38

Nagar (SC)

49 Sangam Vihar 131281 9449

51 Kalkaji 139902 94.98

52 Tughlakabad 127649 95.04

53 Badarpur 189025 96.02

South Total 1175336 96.40

4. Central 19 Sadar Bazar 149812 100.00
20 Chandni Chowk 103137 99.87

21 Matia Mahal 106913 100.00

2 Ballimaran 128322 100.00

23 Karol Bagh (SC) 145469 100.00

24 Patel Nagar 147825 100.00

25 Moti Nagar 136839 100.00

Central Total 918317 99.98
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Dist. No. Dist. Name AC No. AC Name EPIC EPIC%

5. South-West 32 Uttam Nagar 177003 100.00
33 Dwarka 155002 99.96

34 Matiala 274285 99.98

35 Najafgarh 198790 100.00

36 Bijwasan 136210 100.00

37 Palam 182177 99.99

38 Delhi Cantt. 82921 100.00

39 Rajendra Nagar 156619 9991

South-West Total 1363007 99.98

6. East 55 Trilokpuri (SC) 154168 98.99
56 Kondli 147549 9943

57 Patparganj 174777 96.60

58 Laxmi Nagar 175277 97.87

59 Vishwas Nagar 161596 99.53

60 Krishna Nagar 172046 98.49

61 Gandhi Nagar 144641 100.00

62 Shahadara 151355 99.76

East Total 1281409 98.83
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Dist No. Dist Name Ac No. Ac Name EPIC EPIC%

7. West 11 Nangloi Jat 198101 100.00
12 Mangol Puri (SC) 159323 100.00

26 Madipur (SC) 144307 100.00

27 Rajouri Garden 142668 100.00

28 Hari Nagar 145864 100.00

29 Tilak Nagar 128291 100.00

30 Janak Puri 155506 100.00

31 Vikaspuri 262423 100.00

West Total 1336483 100.00

8 North 2 Burari 225838 100.00
3 Timarpur 166030 98.13

4 Adarsh Nagar 138203 98.16

14 Shalimar Bagh 152287 99.70

15 Shakur Basti 129565 100.00

16 Tri Nagar 141829 99.24

17 Wazirpur 149322 99.36

18 Model Town 133561 100.00

North Total 1236635 99.32
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Dist. No. Dist. Name AC No. AC Name EPIC EPIC%

O. New Delhi 40 New Delhi 114316 100.00

41 Jangpura 117647 98.20

42 Kasturba Nagar 130582 100.00

43 Malviya Nagar 116031 98.28

4 R. K. Puram 123002 98.43

50 Greater Kailash 139275 97.02

RZ! Okhla 200174 99.69

New Delhi Total 941027 98.80

Grand Total 11155011 99.12

Vulnerability of EVMs for manipulation

1655. SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA: Will the Minister of LAW AND
JUSTICE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has examined various grounds on which most of
the electronically developed countries have discountinued use of Electronic Voting
Machine (EVM) unless supported by paper verfiability attached to EVM on ground

of its vulnerability for manipulation;
(b) if so, details thereof and steps taken by Government in this regard;
(¢) if not, whether Government proposes to make such a study;
(d) the response of Government on this crucial issue of transparency;

(e) whether Government proposes to consider to discontinue use of EVM in

Indian elections till paper verifiability is not incorporated into the system;
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(f) if so, details thereof; and
(g) if not, reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) to (g) It is
not correct to say that most electronically developed countries have discontinued
the use of Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs). According to information available in
the Election Commission, EVMs have been discontinued in Germany, Ireland and the
Netherlands. EVMs are used in many other countries including USA, Brazil,
Venezuela, Bhutan and Bangladesh etc. The use of EVMs in Germany has been
discontinued by an order of the German Supreme Court due to Constitutional
provisions, whereas, Supreme Court of India has upheld the use of EVMs in India.
Indian EVMs are technologically different from those EVMs, which were
discontinued in Germany, Ireland and Netherlands. The Election Commission has
already developed a voter verifiable paper audit trail (VVPAT) system, which has
been tested twice in the field and has been demonstrated in an All Party Meeting
held on 10th May, 2013. The Conduct of Election (Amendment) Rules, 2013 has been
notified in the Gazette of India on the 14th August, 2013 enabling the Election
Commission to use VVPAT system in elections to the House of the People and State
Legislative Assembly and this system is likely to be used in a Bye-election soon.
However, the Commission is confident that the EVMs are fully tamper proof even
without VVPAT. VVPAT is only an additional transparency measure from voter's

point of view.
Speeding up of trials

1656. SHRI PRABHAT JHA:
SHRIMATI KUSUM RALI:
SHRI ARVIND KUMAR SINGH:
SHRI ALOK TIWARI:

Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has recently suggested to the higher judiciary to

impose fines for frequent adjournments by lower judiciary and to speed up trial;
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(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether Supreme Court has taken steps to ensure that the guidelines

under the amended section 309 of CrPC are followed by the lower judiciary;

(d) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor; and

() by when three adjournments as per section 309 ibid would be strictly
implemented and fine would be imposed for frequent adjournments by lower

judiciary?

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

(c) to (e) Trial of cases in courts and their ultimate disposal is within the
domain of judicary. In order to expedite the trial o criminal cases, Section 309 of the
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973, inter alia, provides that in every enquiry or trial
proceedings shall be held as expeditiously as possible, and in particular, when
examination of witnesses has once begun, the same shall be continued from day-to-
day until all the witnesses in attendance have been examined, and unless the court
finds the adjournment of the same beyond the following day to be necessary for
reasons to be recorded. This Section also provides that when the inquiry or trial
relates to an offence under sections 376 to 376 D of the Indian Penal Code, the
inquiry or trial shall, as far as possible, be completed within a period of two (2)

months from the date of commencement of the examination of witnesses.

The Hon'ble Supreme Court in a recent judgement in case titled Gurnaib
Singh Versus State of Punjab has expressed concern on the repetitive failure of
subordinate judiciary to follow the mandate of law and the views expressed by the
Court from time to time. Hon'ble Court referred to the conditions laid down by the
legislature under section 309 of the Code of Criminal Procedure which deals with the
power to postpone or adjourn proceedings. Hon'ble Court has directed that the trial

courts shall keep in mind the statutory provisions.
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Fast Track Courts

1657. SHRI DEVENDER GOUD T. Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be

pleased to state:

(a) the details of Fast Track Courts (FTCs) running in the country, State-

wise;

(b) whether it is a fact that no FTCs are currently functioning in Andhra

Pradesh;

(¢c) if so, the reasons for discontinuation of FTCs in Andhra Pradesh;

(d) whether Supreme Court has asked States in Brij Mohan Lal case to

continue with Fast Track Courts for speedy justice;

(e) whether Government is giving any special emphasis in Twelfth Five Year

Plan with regard to FRCs; and

(f) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) As per the
information received, details indicating Fast Track Courts functional in various

States is given in the Statement (See below).

(b) and (c) As per the information received from the Registry of the High
Court of Andhra Pradesh, 72 Fast Track Courts were functional in the State of
Andhra Pradesh in the month of May 2013.

(d) In its judgement in the case of Brij Mohan Lal given on 19th April 2012,
Supreme Court has directed the States that they may decide to either bring the Fast
Track Courts Scheme started in year 2000 to an end or to continue the same on a

permanent basis.

(e) and (f) Government has written to the Chief Ministers of all States and

Chief Justices of all High Courts to set up Fast Track Courts for concluding trial in
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rape cases. The States have been requested to utilize the additional position of
judges being created in the Subordinate Judiciary in pursuance of the directions of
the Supreme Court in Brij Mohan Lal case for this purpose. Government has
approved making available to the State Governments 50% of the salary of these
additional judges from the funds available under the 13th Finance Commission

Award for morning/evening/shift courts up to 31st March 2015.

Further, in the Joint Conference of Chief Ministers of States and Chief
Justices of the High Courts held on 7th April 2013, it was decided that the State
Governments shall, in consultation with the Chief Justices of the respective High
Courts, take necessary steps to establish suitable number of Fast Track Courts for
offences against women, children, differently abled persons, senior citizens and

marginalized section of the society and provide adequate funds for the purpose.

Statement

The number of Fast Track Courts functioning

SL Name of the State No. of FTCS As on
No. functioning

1 2 3 4

1. Andhra Pradesh 72 May 13
2. Arunachal Pradesh 3 Dec. 12
3. Assam 20 Oct. 12
4. Bihar 183 Dec. 12
5. Delhi 4 May 13
6. Goa 4 April 13
7. Haryana 7 Dec. 12

8. Himachal Pradesh 9 Dec. 12
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1 2 3 4

9. Karnataka 3 Dec. 12
10. Kerala 38 May 13
11 Maharashtra 100 Dec. 12
12. Manipur 2 Oct. 12
13. Meghalaya 3 May 13
14. Mizoram 2 Dec. 12
15. Nagaland 2 Oct. 12
16. Odisha 35 Dec. 12
17. Punjab 15 Dec. 12
18. Uttarakhand 2 June 12
19. West Bengal 150 June 13

ToraL 764

Use of regional languages in High Courts

1658. SHRI PARSHOTTAM KHODABHAI RUPALA: Will the Minister of
LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has received any representation for necessary
amendment to Article 348 (2) of the Constitution to allow regional languages of
concerned State in judicial proceedings of the concerned High Court; if so, the

action taken in this regard;

(b) how many High Courts are permitted to use regional languages in

judicial proceedings;
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(c) how many such requests of State Governments are pending before

Central Government; and

(d) whether Central Government will once again approach the Supreme
Court to review its earlier view to allow Gujarati language in judicial proceedings of

High Court of Gujarat?

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) to (d)
Article 348 (1) of the Constitution of India provides that all proceedings in the
Supreme Court and in every High Court shall be in English language until Parliament
by law otherwise provides. The Supreme Court in 1990 and 1996 resolved in Full
Court that it was not practical to introduce Hindi in the proceedings of the Supreme

Court.

Article 348(2) provides that the Governor of the State may, with the previous
consent of the President, authorize the use of Hindi language or any other language
used for any official purpose of the State, in the proceedings of the High Court
having its principal seat in that State, provided that decrees, judgements or orders

passed by such High Courts shall be in English.

So far, the Governors of four States namely; Bihar, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh have authorized the use of Hindi in addition to English

language in the proceedings of the High Courts in their States.

Proposals have been received for use of regional languages in the High
Courts of Madras and Gujarat and for the use of Hindi in the High Court of
Chhattisgarh. A representation has also been received by the Government for

necessary amendment to Article 348 (2) of the Constitution.

The Law Commission of India, in its 216th report had recommended that "the
higher judiciary should not be subjected to any kind of persuasive change in the
present societal context." The Full Court of the Supreme Court considered the
proposals for use of Hindi and regional languages in the High Courts in its meeting
held on 11th October, 2012 and reiterated the earlier similar resolutions of the Full
Court adopted in 1997 and 1999 to not accept the proposals. The Government has

accepted the stand of the Law Commission and the Supreme Court.
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Use of Information Technology in various courts

1659. SHRI MANSUKH L. MANDAVIYA:
SHRI PARSHOTTAM KHODABHAI RUPALA:

Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government intends to launch any scheme for improvement of

infrastrucutre facilities in various courts in consultation with State Governments;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(¢) how much fund has been spent in this regard during last three years
and how much will be allocated for the coming three year period, State-wise details

therof; and

(d) whether Government, in consultation with State Governments, intends to
establish any special mechanism by using information technology for updating
judical proceedings and judgements regularly so that it may bring transparency,

expedite judicial process and minimise paper work resulting in reduced cost?

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) to (d) A
Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS) for Development of Infrastructure Facilities for
the judiciary has been under implementation since 1993-1994. Under the Scheme,
Central Government, augments the resources of State Governments for improving the
physical infrastructure of the Courts as well as for meeting the housing needs of

judicial officers.

The ratio of Central share vis-a-vis State share under the scheme has been
altered from 50:50 to 75:25 and the Scheme has been modified to cover only district
and subordinate courts, from 2011-12 onwards. For North-Eastern States, the sharing
pattern between the Central and State Governments is in the 90:10 ratio w.e.f. 2010-
11. Central assistance is restricted to the budgetary allocation made for the Scheme.
However, States are free to spend additional amount. The State/UT-wise details of

funds released under CSS during the last three years and current year are given in
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the Statement (See below). A plan outlay of Rs. 4867 crore has been provided for the
scheme during the 12th Five Year Plan (2012-17). A Budget provision of Rs. 911 crore
has been made for the scheme in the current financial year. Allocation of funds to
the States during the next three years shall be made, subject to utilisation of

previous grants, and availability of budgetary provision for the scheme.

Under the e-courts Integrated Mission Mode Project being implemented in
the country, the Government has approved the ICT enablement (computerization) of
the Supreme Court, High Courts and 14,249 district and subordinate courts by
March 2014 with a budget of Rs. 935 crore. As of 31st July 2013, 12,189 district and
subordinate courts have been computerised. National Informatics Centre (NIC) is the

implementing agency for the Project.

Statement

State-wise details of funds released under CSS during last three years and

current year.

(Rs. in Lakhs)
S1. No. State Released in ~ Released in Released in Released in

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14

1 2 3 4 5 6
1. Andhra Pradesh 0.00 1888.00 639.00 0.00
2. Bihar 0.00 0.00 1524.00 0.00
3. Chhattisgarh 400.00 2097.00 0.00 0.00
4. Goa 0.00 172.00 0.00 0.00

5. Gujarat 0.00 0.00 9893.00 10000.00
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1 2 3 4 5 6
6. Haryana 1320.00 2138.00 0.00 0.00
7. Himachal Pradesh 547.00 0.00 0.00 8060.00
8. Jammu and Kashmir 140.00 1035.00 2572.00 0.00
0. Jharkhand 0.00 0.00 1500.00 1693.00
10 Karnataka 500.00 2961.00 7610.00 5100.00
11. Kerala 606.00 1169.00 1499.00 0.00
12. Madhya Pradesh ~ 1738.20 4403.00 2046.00 6141.00
13. Maharashtra 1458.52 12915.00 5920.24 10000.00
14. Odisha 723.00 2416.00 1534.00 0.00
15. Punjab 0.00 0.00 7902.00 5000.00
16. Rajasthan 70.00 1172.00 1042.00 0.00
17. Tamil Nadu 0.00 0.00 1953.00 0.00
18. Uttarakhand 688.20 0.00 829.76 0.00
19. Uttar Pradesh 2858.00 15659.00 9398.00 12530.00
20. West Bengal 42535 2518.00 0.00 0.00

TotaL (A) 1147427 50543.00  61616.00 51270.00
NE States
1. Arunachal Pradesh 0.00 972.00 750.00 0.00
2. Assam 500.00 2890.00 2954.90 0.00
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1 2 3 4 5 6
3. Manipur 209.71 0.00 0.00 0.00
4. Meghalaya 200.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
5. Mijoram 155.00 0.00 704.78 0.00
6. Nagaland 41529 169.00 750.00 0.00
7. Sikkim 220.00 0.00 549.50 0.00
8. Tripura 100.00 0.00 1495.60 2910.60
TotaL (B) 1800.00 4031.00 7204.78 2910.60
UTs
1. Andaman and 0.00 500.00 0.00 0.00

Nicobar Islands

2. Chandigarh 400.00 500.00 0.00 0.00

3. Dadra and 0.00 500.00 0.00 0.00
Nagar Haveli

4. Daman and Diu 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
5. Delhi 0.00 2250.00 2000.00 0.00
6. Lakshadweep 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
7. Puducherry 600.00 1250.00 0.00 0.00
TotaL (C) 1000.00 5000.00 2000.00 0.00
GRrAND ToTAL 1427427 59574.00  70820.78 54180.60

(A+B+C)




Written Answers to [23 AUG, 2013] Unstarred Questions 275
Electoral reforms

1660. SHRI NAND KUMAR SAI: Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be

pleased to state:

(a) whether Government proposes to make any change in laws relating to

elections in the country;

(b) if so, whether Government has referred the issue of electoral reforms to

the Law Commission of India;
(c) if so, the details in this regard;

(d) whether Law Commission of India has invited suggestions/comments

from various stakeholders in this regard;
(e) if so, the details thereof; and

(f) the details of suggestions so far received by them and action taken

thereon till now?

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) The

Government is committed to bring forward changes in the election laws.
(b) Yes, Sir.

(c) With a view to carrying out futher reforms, the issue of electoral reforms
in its entirety has been referred to the Law Commission of India with a request to
consider the issue after taking into consideration the reports of various committees
in the past, views of the Election Commission and other stake holders and suggest
comprehensive measures for changes in the law. The Law Commission has been

requested to give concrete suggestion at the earliest.

(d) and (e) The law Commission has started its deliberation and a
comprehensive consultation paper in this regards has been circulated for soliciting
suggestion/view of political parties, civil society, experts and all other stakeholders
on the consultation paper by 31st July, 2013. It has been hosted on the website of

the Law Commission of India i.e. www.lawcommissionofindia.nic.in.
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() The Commission has received approximately 150 responses from various
sources, mostly from public and Non-Governmental Organisations. The responses

are being tabulated and analysed.
Investigations against senior level railway officers
1661. SHRI SABIR ALI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) the details of the senior level railway officers against whom
investigations have been launched for their involvement manipulating transfers and
postings and subverting investigations into evasion of heavy amounts on account

of freight charges by iron ore exporters; and

(b) the current status of the on-going investigations against these senior

level railway officers?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKAS REDDY): (a) No such investigation against senior level Railway
officers has been undertaken by Railway vigilance for their involvement in

manipulating transfers and postings and subverting investigations.
(b) In view of (a) above, the question dose not arise.
Approval for subway

+1662. CHAUDHARY MUNAVVER SALEEM: Will the Minister of
RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(@) whether a subway of limited height has been approved in 2013-14 on
cost sharing basis for providing an underbridge on the Sodhiya Phatak crossing in

Madhya Pradesh; and

(b) if so, by when this work would be complted?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K. J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) Road Over Bridge in lieu of Level Crossing (LC) No.

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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270 (popularly called Sodhiya Phatak) at km 889/5-7 in Vidisha Yard was constructed
and commissioned in 1987 but the LC could not be closed due to public resistance.
Hence a work of constrution of Limited Height Subway has been sanctioned in Law
Book 2013-14 for the use of pedestrians and Light Commercial Vehicles on Cost
Sharing basis at a total cost of Rs. 2.48 Crores (Railway's and State Government's

share of Rs.1.24 crores each).

(b) Executon and completion of work shall depend upon the deposition of

State share.
Train tariffs and fare

11663. SHRI KAPTAN SINGH SOLANKI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that short distance passengers are avoiding train

level due to its continuously increasing tariff and fare;
(b) if so, the details thereof;

(¢c) whether Government is contemplating on addressing this problem by
providing any kind of facilities, curtailing the fare or further strengthening the

suburban railway services; and
(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) During the current Financial Year (April-July,
2013), there has been a marginal drop of 1.16% in the number of passengers booked
as compared to last year owing to various factors including change in Advance
Reservation Period (ARP), tariff rationalization and relative slowdown in the

economy.

(c) and (d) There is no proposal for curtailing fares at present. However,
upgradation of passenger facilities and introduction of additional train services,

including suburban services, is a continuous process.

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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Christening a train in name of freedom fighter

1664. SHR AVINASH RAI KHANNA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is aware of the contribution of Satguru Ram Singh

Ji in freedom movement of India and Kuka movement;

(b) whether it is a fact that there is a demand from Namdhari Sect to name

any of the train as Namdhari Azadi Sangram Express;
(¢) if so, whether Government would consider this demand; and
(d) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) to (d) Representation are received constantly at
various levels of Railways administration for naming of passenger carrying trains
inter-alia, after important personalities, place of worship, various deities, regions,
etc. However, trains are generally not named after personalities, deities or having

religious connotation as a policy.
Computerised passenger reservation system

1665. SHRI HUSAIN DALWALIL: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to

state:

(@) the number of railway stations where computerised passenger

reservation system is available;

(b) the number of railway stations proposed to be provided with this facility

in 2013-14; and

(c) whether the Railways have drawn any blue print in this regard, and if

so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) Computerised Passenger Reservation System facility

is available at 3139 locations, out of which 2378 are at railway stations.
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(b) Sanctioning of locations for Computerised Passenger Reservation
System is a continuous process. Locations are sanctioned as per policy at station
where reservation related workload is at least 100 transactions per day or at District
Headquarters, imporant hill stations/tourist and pilgrimages centres/post offices on
the basis of proposals received from Public/Public representatives and the Zonal

Railways.

Additionally, as per budget announcement of 2009-10, each Member of
Parliament was also invited to recommend a location for passenger reservation

facility.

(¢) Yes, Sir. Expansion is planned as per policy stated above.

High speed Rail Projects

1666. SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(a) by when Government plans to finalize the DPR in respect of identified

corridors of High Speed Rail in general and Ahmedabad-Mumbai in particular;

(b) by when does Government plan to start implementation of High Speed

Rail Projects in the identified corridors of the country; and

(¢) by when does Government plan to introduce High Speed Rail in the

Ahmedabad-Mumbai corridor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) There are no plans as of now for Detailed Project
Report of any High Speed Rail Corridor in general and Ahmedabad-Mumbai in

particular.

(b) and (c¢) As Mumbai-Ahmedabad High Speed Rail Corridor is not a
sanctioned project of Ministry of Railways, no time frame for implementation can be

indicated.
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Escalators at railways stations

1667. SHRI RANGASAYEE RAMAKRISHNA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS

be pleased to state:

(a) the total number of railwas stations with multiple platforms and the

number of such stations which have been equipped with escalators;

(b) the budget provison, as a per cent of Railways Budget, which is
earmarked for this and the number of years by which this work is expected to be

complted; and

(c) whether a higher priority can be given to this project and whether this

can be organised on a PPP model for expeditious coverage?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) The total no. of railway stations having 2 or more
platforms are 4786. So far, 56 railway stations have been equipped with 153

escalators Metro Railway Kolkata and suburban section of Chennai.

(b) Out of a total budget layout of Rs.914 crore under 'Passenger Amenities'
during 2013-14, an amount of Rs.46 crore has been allocated besides some additional
provision by Zonal Railways towards provision of escalators which is adequate for

the current year requirement.

Provision of escalators at important stations is a continuous process and is

done as per need, inter-se priority of works and availability of funds.

(c) Higher priority has been accorded for provision of escalators at A-1
category and other important Railway stations. The work for provision of 100
escalators is currently under progress and 400 more escalators are under

procurement stage.
New trains announced for Andhra Pradesh

1668. SHRI DEVENDER GOUD T. Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased

to state:

(a) the details of new trains announced for Andhra Pradesh during the last
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three years, year-wise;

(b) the details of trains introduced out of the trains announced in the

Budget;

(c) whether it is a fact that six trains announced in 2012 are yet to be

introduced;

(d) if so, the reasons therefor and by when they are going to be introduced;

and

(e) the progress of announcements made in 2013 Budget as far as new

trains are concerend?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) Indian Railways do not introduce trains on State-

wise basis, as railway network runs across State boundaries.

(b) Details of trains announced and introduced in the last three years as on

20.08.2013 are as under:

Year Announced Introduced
2010-11 125 121
2011-12 132 130
2012-13 113 103

(c) and (d) At present, 10 new train services announced in Railway Budget
2012-13 are pending introduction due to various constraints like non-completion of
gauge conversion works, non-receipt of necessary clearance from the Commissioner
of Railway Safety (in case of newly opened and gauge converted section), etc.

These trains will be introduced as soon as the constraints are overcome.

() New train services announced in Railway Budget/Parliament (2013-14)
are to introduced during the same financial year. So far, out of 126 new trains

announced, 25 new trains have been introduced so far.
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Policy to close unmanned level crossings

1669. SHRI AMBETH RAJAN: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to

state:

(a) whether Government has prepared any policy to close all unmanned
level crossings across the country which contribute to accidents involving trains in

big way; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) It has emerged from the analysis of pattern
of accidents that manning of unmanned level crossing is not an ideal solution.
Therefore, the policy of manning of unmanned level crossing has been reviewed and
Ministry of Railways have decided to progressively eliminate all unmanned level

crossing by:

@i Closure- Closing unmanned level crossing having NIL/negligible Train

Vehicle Unit (TVU).

(i) Merger- Merger of unmanned level crossing gate to nearby manned or
unmanned gates or subway or Road Under Bridge (RUB) or Road Over

Bridge (ROB) by construction of diversion road.

(@iii) Provision of Subways/RUBs.

(iv) Manning- The unmanned level crossings which cannot be eliminated by
above means, will the progressively manned based on rail-road traffic

volume, visibility conditions.

Elimination of all these level crossings is a giganitc task and involves lot of
manpower, resources and budgetary support. It is a continuous process and is done
as per need, inter-se priority of works, availability of funds and co-operation of State
Government, particularly, in getting consent of closure of level crossing and

undertaking to maintain road and drainage in future for subways.
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Pathankot-Leh railway line

1670. SHRI SHANTA KUMAR: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to

state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the work regarding construction of Pathankot-
Leh railway line is held up due to sharing of cost of construction between Himachal

Pradesh, Ministry of Defence and Railways; and

(b) if so, whether Government has initiated any action to sort out this issue

to complete the work of above proposed railway line?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

Laying a new railway line between Silghat and Tezpur

1671. SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS

be pleased to state:

(@) whether the feasibility report on construction of bridge over
Brahmaputra near Kaliabhomora Bridge in Assam, including setting up of new

railway line between Silghat and Tezpur, is completed;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether Government proposes laying of a new railway line between
Silghat and Tezpur by constructing a bridge over Brahmaputra near Kaliabhomora;

and

(d) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) to (d) Yes, Sir. Survey for construction of new

railway line between Silghat and Tezpur (27 km) including bridge over Brahmaputra
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near Kaliabhomra has been completed. Span of bridge is 22x125m++2x32.6m.
Anticipated cost of project is Rs.1003.04 crores. Rate of Return of the project is
(-) 7.43%. Since the Rate of Return is well below the threshold limit of (+) 14%, the

project does not qualify for sanction on financial consideration.

Converting Royapuram railway station into a terminal

1672. SHRIMATT VASANTHI STANLEY: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(a) the steps taken so far by the Ministry to convert the Royapuram

(Chennai) railway station into a terminal;

(b) by when would be work commence; and

(c) the expected time-line for completion of the work?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) Feasibility study to develop Royapuram station as

Coaching Terminal has been taken up.

(b) This work is not sanctioned as feasibility is not established.

(¢) Does not arise.

Representations for guage conversion

1673. SHRI DILIPBHAI PANDYA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased

to state:

(a) whether Railways have received representations for guage conversion

from various organizations/road users as well as from Government of Gujarat;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(¢) by when the work is likely to start along with probable time-frame for

each project?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) to (c) Requests are received at various levels and a

compendium is not maintained. However, the details of guage conversion proposals

received in recent past pertaining partly/fully in the State of Gujarat, their status and

funds allocated/spent on the sanctioned projects is as under:

SI. No. Name of the Status
Proposals
1 2 3

1.  Ahmedabad-Botad-Bhavnagar

2. Dhasa-Jetalsar

3. Ahmedabad-Mehsana

Guage conversion of Ahmedabad - Botad
has been included in the Budget 2012-13.
The project has been transferred to Rail
Vikas Nigam Ltd. (RVNL) for execution.
Preliminary activities like preparation of
plan, estimates have been taken up. An
outlay of Rs.l crore has been provided
for this project in the Budget 2013-14.
Botaed-Bhavnagar section is already in

the Broad gauge network.

The work has been included in the
Budget 2012-13. The project has been
transferred to Rail Vikas Nigam Ltd.
(RVNL) for execution. Preliminary
activities like preparation of plan,
estimates have been taken up. An outlay
of Rs.1 crore has been provided for this

project in the Budget 2013-14.

Survey has been included in the Budget
2012-13. Preliminary activities for taking

up the survey have been taken up.
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4. Khambhat-Khambhat Port

5. Nadiad-Bhadran

6. Bharuch-Samni-Dahe;j

7. Viramgam-Samakhiali

8. Navlakhi-Malia-Rajkot

9. Mehsana-Viramgam

10. Viramgam-Surendranagar

Survey has been included in the Budget
2012-13. Preliminary activities for taking

up the survey have been taken up.

Survey not yet taken up.

Conversion of this section has been
completed and commissioned. An
expenditure of Rs.193.04 crore has been

incurred upto March, 2013. An outlay of
Rs.3.73 crore has been provided for this

project in the Budget 2013-14.

There is already an existing broad guage
line. Doubling of this section has been
sanctioned in the year 2011-12. An
expenditure of Rs.81.00 crore has been
incurred upto March, 2013. An outlay of
Rs.115 crore has been provided for this

project in the Budget 2013-14.

Already converted to broad guage.

Already converted to broad guage.

Already converted to broad guage.
Doubling of this section has been
included in the Budget 2010-11. Work
taken up. An expenditure of Rs.109 crore
has been incurred upto March, 2013. An
outlay of Rs.130 crore has been provided

for this project in the Budget 2013-14.
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11. Mehsana-Patan Already converted to broad guage.

12. Samakhiali-Gandhidham-Kandla The secton is already an existing double

broad guage line section.

13. Gandhidham-Anjar-Mundra The section is already on broad guage

line.

All the ongoing projects are progressing as per avilability of resources.

Safety arrangements

1674. SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to

state:

(a) whether Railways have accepted the recommendations of the High level

Safety Review Committee;

(b) if so, the details thereof and the action plan formulated to implement the

said recommendations;

(¢) whether the fire safety audit team of Railways has reported about the
faulty safety arrangements and other deficiencies noticed at the premises of New

Delhi Railway Station; and

(d) if so, the details thereof and the corrective measures taken or being

taken by Railways in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) A High Level Review Committee was
constituted by Ministry of Railways under the Chairmanship of Dr. Anil Kokadkar,
former Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission to go into all technical and technology
related aspects in connection with safe running of trains services in the country.

The Committee has submitted its Report to Ministry of Railways on 17.02.2012. This
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Committee has made 106 recommendations in their Report covering the following
aspects: General Safety Matters, Organizational structure, Empowerment at Working
Level, Safety Related Works and Issues, Vacancies in Critical Safety Categories and
Manpower Planning issues, Shortage of Critical Safety Spares, External Interferences
- Encroachment and Sabotage, Signaling, Telecommunication and Train Protection,
Rolling Stock, Track, Bridges, Level Crossigs, Human Resource Development with
Emphasis on Education and Training, Training Institutes on Indian Railways (IR)
and Research Eco-System on Indian Railways and Safety Architectures on Indian

Railways.

The recommendations of the Committee are presently under examination in

the Ministry of Railways.

(c) and (d) Ministry of Railways have constituted 2 separate Fire Safety Audit
Teams A and B to identify areas requiring further upgradation to match the latest fire
safety norms to international standards and to conduct checks in few select
Railways at stations, coaching depots, workshops etc., for assessment of compliance
of Research Design and Standards Organization (RDSO) and Board's instructions
regarding fire safety. In this direction Fire Safety Audit Team B conducted an
inspection at New Delhi Railway Station on 08.01.2013 and found that a few fire
extinguishers, Close Circuit Television (CCTV) cameras and baggage scanners had

some problems. Immediate corrective action has already been taken.
Railway projects

+1675. SHRI AVTAR SINGH KARIMPURI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS

be pleased to state:

(a) the details of railway projects sanctioned during each of the last three

years and the current year, zone-wise;

(b) whether a large number of railway projects are pending due to financial

hardships;

(¢) if so, the details thereof and the amount allocated/spent for railway

projects, zone-wise; and

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(d) the steps taken/being taken by Railways for speedy completion of these

projects within the scheduled time-limit?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) Railways/Zone-wise break-up of New Line, Gauge

Conversion and Doubling projects sanctioned during the last three years and the

current year i.e. 2010-11, 2011-12, 2012-13 and 2013-14 is as under :-

SLNo Railway Zone Year of New Line  Gauge Conversion  Doubling

Sections

1. Central 2010-11 0 0 1
2011-12 0 0 2
2012-13 0 0 1
2013-14 0 0 0

2. East Coast 2010-11 0 0 2
2011-12 0 0 2
2012-13 0 0 1
2013-14 0 0 0

3. East Central 2010-11 0 1 1
2011-12 0 0 0
2012-13 0 0 0
2013-14 0 0 4

4. Eastern 2010-11 2 0 14
2011-12 1 0 8
2012-13 0 0 3
2013-14 1 0 0




290 Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

SL.No Railway Zone Year of New Line  Gauge Conversion  Doubling

Sections

5. Northern 2010-11 1 0 6

2011-12 1 0 3

2012-13 2 0 3

2013-14 6 0 1

6. North Central  2010-11 0 2 0

2011-12 0 0 0

2012-13 0 0 1

2013-14 0 0 0

7. North Eastern  2010-11 0 0 0

2011-12 0 1 1

2012-13 0 0 1

2013-14 2 0 0

8. North-East 2010-11 4 0 0

Frontier 2011-12 1 0 2

2012-13 1 0 2

2013-14 1 0 1

9. North Western 2010-11 0 0 5

2011-12 1 0 4

2012-13 0 0 2

2013-14 3 0 1
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SL.No Railway Zone Year of New Line  Gauge Conversion  Doubling

Sections

10. Southern 2010-11 0 0 1

2011-12 1 0 3

2012-13 0 0 0

2013-14 1 0 1

11.  South Central  2010-11 1 0 1

2011-12 2 0 4

2012-13 2 0 1

2013-14 3 0 0

12.  South Eastern  2010-11 2 0 4

2011-12 1 0 2

2012-13 0 0 4

2013-14 0 0 0

13. South East 2010-11 0 1 1

Central 2011-12 1 0 0

2012-13 0 0 0

2013-14 4 1 0

14. South Western 2010-11 1 0 3

2011-12 4 0 2

2012-13 0 0 0

2013-14 4 0 0
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SL.No Railway Zone Year of New Line  Gauge Conversion  Doubling
Sections
15. West Central 2010-11 0 0 1
2011-12 0 0 1
2012-13 0 0 3
2013-14 0 0 0
16. Western 2010-11 0 0 1
2011-12 0 1 1
2012-13 0 2 0
2013-14 0 0 2
ToraL 4 9 108

(b) Yes, Sir. Railways have a huge throw forward of Rs. 1.78 lakh crore of
ongoing New Line, Gauge Conversion and Doubling projects and limited availability
of resources. As a result, funds get thinly spread thereby prolonging their period of

execution.

(¢) Zone-wise total expenditure/allocation on New Line, Gauge Conversion
and Doubling projects during the last three years and current year is given in the

Statement (See below).

(d) Projects are progressing as per availability of resources. To expedite
completion of projects, a number of initiatives have been taken to generate
additional resources through non-budgetary measures like funding by State
Governments and other beneficiaries, execution of projects through Rail Vikas Nigam
Limited on Special Purpose Vehicle basis etc. Besides, to reduce delays on account
of land acquisition, security issues and forestry clearances etc., meetings with State
Officials at various levels are held from time to time. Field units have been
empowered with further delegation of powers and the contract conditions have been

modified to bring efficiency in contract management.
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Fund allocation to divisions

1676. SHRI P. RAJEEVE: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) the quantum of funds allocated to Trivandrum and Palghat Divisions of

Railways during the last three years;

(b) the percentage of utilisation of these funds; and

(¢) whether any funds have been diverted to any other Divisions under

Southern Railway?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) The budgeting units of Indian Railways are
Zones and Production Units and hence the details of funds allocated and spent are
maintained zone-wise. Both Trivandrum and Palghat Divisions fall under Southern
Railway. The net fund allocated and expenditure incurred by Southern Railway in the

last three years under Plan and Non-Plan segments is given below-

(Rs. in crores)

Year Budget Estimates Actual Expenditure % utilisation

Non-Plan Expenditure:

2010-11 4856 4795 98.8
2011-12 5245 5063 96.5
2012-13 5912 5753 (Prov.) 973

Plan Expenditure:

2010-11 1648 2125 1289
2011-12 2077 2506 120.7
2012-13 2169 2787 (Prov.) 128.5

(c) Does not arise.
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Double decker trains

+1677. SHRI BRIJLAL KHABRI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(a) the railways routes where double decker trains are being run in the

country at present;

(b) whether Government is also contemplating to connect Lucknow, Kanpur,

Allahabad, Jhansi and Khajuraho with Delhi by double decker trains in future;

(c) whether Government intends to replace even passenger trains with

double decker trains in view of increasing number of passengers; and
(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) At present, four Double Decker trains running on

Indian Railways network are as under:

@i 12385/12386 Howrah-Dhanbad AC Double Decker Express via

Barddhaman and Asansol.

@) 12985/12986 Jaipur-Delhi AC Double Decker Express via Alwar and

Gurgaon.

@) 12931/12932 Ahmedabad-Mumbai AC Double Decker Express via Surat
and Anand.

(iv) 22625/22626 Chennai-Bangalore AC Double Decker Express via Katpadi

and Bangarapet Jn.

(b) Introduction of new train services including Double Decker train is an
on-going process, subject to traffic justification, operational feasibility, availability of
resources, etc. However, at present, linking of Lucknow, Kanpur, Allahabad, Jhansi
and Khajuraho with Delhi by Double Decker train is not being contemplated due to

operational and resource constraints.

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(¢) No, Sir.
(d) Does not arise.
Railway proposals from Tamil Nadu

1678. SHRI A.A. JINNAH: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to

state:

(a) the details of proposals for railway projects received from Tamil Nadu

during the last three years and the current year;
(b) the details of action taken thereon by Railways; and
(c) the present status of work on the approved proposals?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) to (c) Based on the demands received for the
proposals falling fully/partly in the State of Tamil Nadu, surveys have been taken up
in the Budget 2010-11, 2011-12, 2012-13 and 2013-14 and their details is given as

under:
S1. No. Proposal Year Anticipated Cost  Status
(Rs. in crore)

1 2 3 4 5

New Line

1. Madurai-Tuticorin 2010-11 601 Project included in
(144 Km) the Budget 2011-12.

2. Jolarpettai-Hosur via  2010-11 688 Survey completed
Krishnagiri (101 Km) and proposal was

processed for
requisite clearances
which however, are

not received.
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Rameshwaram- 2010-11 4
Dhanushkodi (17Km)

Madurai 2010-11 1229
(Bodinayakkannur)-
Kottayam (120Km)

Krishnagiri- 2010-11 -
Chamarajnagar

(170 Km)

Karaikal- 2011-12 110

Peralam (23 Km)

Salem-Karaikal via 2011-12 1240
Perambalur,

Mayiladuturai
(227Km)
Avadi - 2011-12 839

Sriperumbudur
Guduvancheri with
spur from
Sriperumbudur to
Irungattukottai

(60 Km)

Survey completed
and proposal not

found viable.

Project deferred and
a new survey in the
project section i.e.
Madurai - Ernakulam
(Cochin) (200 Km)

has been taken up.

Survey has been

taken up.

Project approved as
part of Tiruchchi -
rappalli - Thanjavur -
Nagore gauge conve-

rsion project.

Survey completed
and examination of

its report taken up.

Survey completed
and this new line
project has been
included in the
Budget 2013-14 with
the proviso to seek
requisite clearances

to take up the works.
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9. Karaikal-Sarkazhi 2011-12 187 Survey completed
(41 Km) and proposal not

found viable.

10. Thanjavur- 2012-13 - Survey has been
Pudukottai via taken up.
Fandarvakottai
(65 Km)

11 Kanchipuram- 2012-13 - Survey has been
Tiruvananmalai- taken up.

Katpadi (202 Km)

12. Chennai - 2012-13 - Survey has been
Sriperumbudur- taken up.

Guindy and
Poonamallee
(39 Km)

13. Kumbakonam - 2012-13 - Survey has been
Andimadam- taken up.
Jayankandam-

Vridhachalam
(67 Km)

14. Dindigul-Kumuli 2012-13 - Survey has been
via Bodinayakanur taken up.
(134 Km)

15. Aloor-Nagarcoil- 2013-14 - Survey has been
Chettikulam (24 Km) taken up.

16. Karaikudi- 2013-14 - Survey has been
Dindigul (105 Km) taken up.
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17. Karaikudi - 2013-14 Survey has been
Madurai (91 Km) taken up.

18. Morapur - 2013-14 Survey has been
Dharmapuri (36 Km) taken up.

19. Thanjavur- 2013-14 Survey has been
Ariyalur (50Km) taken up.

20. Tirunelveli - 2013-14 Survey has been
Sankarancoil via taken up.

Pettai, Pudur
(160 Km)
Doubling

1. Trugur-Podanur 2011-12 Survey completed
(11 Km) and proposal not

found viable.

2. Podanur- Palghat 2011-12 Survey has been
3rd line (44 Km) taken up.

3. Madurai - 2012-13 Survey has been
Tirunelveli - taken up.
Kanniyakumari
(220 Km)

4. Trivandrum - 2012-13 Survey has been
Kanniyakumari taken up.

(86 Km)
5. Tirupati - 2013-14 Survey has been

Katpadi (110 Km)

taken up.
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Railways projects in Jharkhand

1679. SHRI DHIRAJ PRASAD SAHU: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(a) the details and the present status of ongoing/pending railway projects
in Jharkhand indicating the time since when these are pending and the reasons

therefor;

(b) whether Government of Jharkhand has signed any Memorandum of

Understanding with Railways for completion of these pending projects;
(c) if so, the details thereof; and

(d) the other steps taken/being taken by Railways to expedite completion of

these projects?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) The details of various ongoing/sanctioned gauge
conversion, doubling, new railway line projects falling fully/partly in Jharkhand are

as mentioned in the table below:

(Rs. in crores)

SL Name of Project Latest Included Present Status

No. up- in Rly.
dated Budget
cost

1 2 3 4 5

New lines
1. Deoghar-Sultanganj 607.09 2000-01  Banka-Barahat (15.53Km.)
(149.5 km.) section, Deoghar -Chandan-

pur section (14.40 km.) and
Kakwara - Banka (5.1 Km)

completed and commissioned.
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2. Gaya-Bodhgaya 549.75 2008-09
Chatra, Gaya-
Natesar (97 km).

3. Gaya-Daltanganj 445.25 2008-09
(136.88 km.)

4. Koderma - Giridih  1211.08 1996-97
(102.05 km.)

5. Hansdiha -Godda 267.09 2011-12
(30 km)

Chandan - Katuria and
Kakwara - Kharjausa are
targeted to be commissioned
in current financial year.
Work in the rest of the

sections has been taken up.

Preliminary activities have

been taken up.

Part detailed estimate
sanctioned. Final Location
Survey for balance portion

has been taken up.

Koderma - Jamua (72 km)
completed and opened as
Engg. siding. Land
acquisition for Km. 94.5 to
Km 110.8 is under process.
Work in the rest of the

sections has been taken up.

Part estimate for final
Location Survey (FLS) and
soil investigation has been
sanctioned. FLS is in

progress.
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6.

Koderma-Ranchi 295721 1998-99

Koderma - 418.17 2001-02

Tilaiya (68 km.)

Mandarhill - 900.05 1995-96
Rampurhat (130

km.) with new

material modification

for Rampurhat-

Murarai (29.48km)-3rd

line.

Land of 125 villages
acquired out of 138 villages.
Earthwork, major / minor
bridges have been taken up.
Koderma - Hazaribagh (80
km) section is targeted for
commissioning during

2013-14. Out of above, Koderma-
Katkamsandi and Hazaribagh
-Kansar Nawada sections
have been opened as Engg.

siding.

Land acquisition completed.
Formation work for 8 km
from Koderma end
completed. Forestry
clearance for Bihar portion

of land is awaited.

Mandarhill - Handsia -
Kumardol (17.1km) and
Kumardol - Hansdia
(9.15Km) and Rampurhat -
Pinargaria (18.5 Km)
completed and commissioned.

Work on Dumka-Barapalasi
(13.8km), Dumka -Barapalasi

(13.8 Km),
Shikaripara,

Barmasia -
Pinargaria -
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Pirpainti - Jasidih 915.98 2013-14

(97 km)

Gauge Conversion

Ranchi - Lohardaga 45645

Gauge Conversion

1996-97

with Extension to
Tori (113 km)

Doubling

Chandrapura - 44.87 2008-09
Rajabera -
Chandrapura -

Bhandaridah (10.6km)

Dangoaposi- 388.67 2010-11
Raikharswan

3rd line (65 km.)

Goelkera -
Manoharpur 3rd
line (Chakradharpur-

Bondamunda section)

40 km.)

271.69 2007-08

Harsingha and Barapalasi -
Bhaturia sections

completed. Work in the rest
of the sections has been

taken up.

Work included in current
financial year subject to
necessary clearance from
Planning Commission and
approval of CCEA,

Guage conversion of Ranchi-
Lohardaga - Barkichampi
(81.5 km) completed. Work
in the rest of the sections

has been taken up.

Earthwork, minor bridges

have been taken up.

Detailed estimate sanctioned.
Preliminary activities have

been taken up.

Detailed estimate sanctioned.
Field work completed and

work commenced.
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4. Manoharpur - 25820 2012-13  New work included in rail
Bondamunda budget 2012-13.
3rd line (30km)

5. Muri-North outer 23.15 2008-09  Detailed estimate sanctioned.
cabin/Muri - Earth work and bridges
Doubling of section work has been taken up.
with provision of
2nd bridge over
Subarnarekha (1km.)

6. Rajkharswan - 148.77 2012-13  New work included in rail
Chakradharpur budget 2012-13.
3rd Line (20 km)

1. Rajkharswan - Sini ~ 91.61 2008-09  Detailed estimate sanctioned.
3rd Line (15 km) Earthwork and bridge work

has been taken up.

8. Sahibganj - 12945 2010-11  Detailed estimate sanctioned.
Pirpainti (10.45km) Tenders for Earthwork and

minor bridge awarded.

9. Sini - Adityapur 3rd 143.16 2010-11  Detailed estimate sanctioned.
line (22.5 km) Earthwork and bridge work

have been taken up.

10.  Tinpahar Sahibganj 167.83 2009-10 Earthwork, bridge work

as PH - 1 of
doubling of Tinpahar-
Bhagalpur (37.81 km)

have been taken up.
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11.  Garhwa Road-Ramna 229.79 2013-14  Preliminary works taken up.
(32.32km)

12. Danea-Ranchi Road 26297 2013-14  Preliminary works taken up.
(25.2 km)

13. Jarangdih - Danea  267.99 2013-14  Preliminary works taken up.

Patch (29.2 km)

Due to limited availability of resources, difficulty in land acquisition, forestry
clearances, adverse law and order condition the on going projects get delayed.
Railways have a huge throwforward of Rs. 1.78 lakh crore for ongoing New Lines,
Guage Conversion and Doubling projects with limited amount of resources resulting
in thin spread of funds which are allocated annually to these projects as per

availability of resources.

(b) Yes, Sir. For some of the projects.

(¢) A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between Ministry of Railways
and Government of Jharkhand was signed in 2002 for execution of 6 projects on cost
sharing basis. These projects included 5 New Lines viz. Deoghar-Dumka, Koderma-
Giridih, Dumka-Rampurhat, Koderma-Tilaiya and Koderma-Hazaribagh-Barkakana-
Ranchi and 1 Gauge Coversion project viz. Rachi-Lohardaga. A revised MoU was
signed for these six projects on 14th Feb., 2012 along with another MoU for
execution of a newly sanctioned project i.e. Hansdiha- Godda New Line. Deoghar-
Dumka project has been completed and other projects are at different stages of

progress.

(d) To expedite completion of projects, forestry and other clearances have
been taken up at highest level. Regular coordination meetings are held with State
Government for providing adequate security at work site. Empowerment of field units

have also been taken up to expedite completion of projects.



Written Answers to [23 AUG, 2013] Unstarred Questions 307

Railway projects in Kerala

1680. SHRI C.P. NARAYANAN: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to

state:

(a) whether many assurances given by Railway Ministers through budgets

during the last three years to people of Kerala have not been implemented;

(b) whether assurances like Railway Medical College, packaged water units,

repair workshops at Kottayam and Nemom, etc. belong to the long list; and

(c) whether Railways would take steps to improve the Kazhakuttom, a
suburban railway station of Thiruvananthapuram, where Techno Park and numerous
other production centres are fast growing, to cater the growing needs of over a lakh

of population?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) Assurances are construed by the Committee
on Government Assurances of the concerned House. During the last three years i.e.
2011 to 2013, there are no such assurances construed by the Committee on

Government Assurances, Rajya Sabha from the Railway Budgets.

(¢) Kazhakuttom station is an 'E' category station. All the essential amenities
as per norms have been provided at this station which are considered adequate for
the present level of passenger traffic. Kazhakuttom station has been identified for
development under 'Adarsh’ Station Scheme during Railway Budget, 2013-14. Further,
upgradation of stations and augmentation/improvement of passenger amenities at
railway station is a continuous process. In order to provide facilites, recently the
works of raising and paving of platform No. 1, provision of unreserved ticket
system, provision of PRS facilities and 20 nos. of platform benches have been

completed at this station.
Train fare for children

11681. DR, YOGENDRA P. TRIVEDI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(a) whether full fare would be charged even for the children henceforth in

all the trains;

1 Original notice of the question was received in Hindi
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(b) if so, the reasons therefor along with the rationale of charging fare from

the children who do not require a seat;

(¢) whether this would also apply to Mumbai local trains; and

(d) the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) No, Sir. Children under five years of age are carried
free of charge. Children of the age of five and under twelve years of age are charged
half the adult fares subject to the minimum charge laid down according to the

minimum chargeable distance for different classes, which are as follows:

Class Minimum distance for charging (kms)
Second ordinary (suburban)/(Non-suburban) 10
First Ordinary 10
Second (Mail/Express) 50
Sleeper 200
AC Chair Car 150
AC 3 Tier/AC 2 Tier/ AC First 300
First (Mail/Express) 100

(b) Does not arise.

(c) and (d) Yes, Sir. The above rules are also applicable to Mumbai local

trains.

Revised refund rules

1682. SHRI NAND KUMAR SAI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased

to state:

(@) whether Railways have revised the refund rules;
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(b) if so, the details in this regard;

(c) the salient features of revised refund rules; and

(d) the extent to which refund claim process would get simplified and be

helpful for passengers?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. Railway Passengers (Cancellation of
ticket and refund of fare) rules have been amended and notified through Gazette
notification no. G.S.R. 362 (E). dated 06.06.2013 effective from 01.07.2013 which have

also been published on the Indian Railways website.

(¢) The salient features of the amended refund rules effective from

01.07.2013 are as under:

(@)  Full refund (minus flat cancellation charge) shall be given if a confirmed

reserved ticket is surrendered 48 hours before the scheduled departure of the train.

(i) Cancellation charge of twenty five per cent of the fare, subject to a
minimum, shall be deducted if the confirmed reserved ticket is presented between 48

hours and 6 hours before the scheduled departure of the train.

@) Cancellation charge of fifty per cent of the fare, subject to a minimum,
shall be deducted if the confirmed reserved ticket is presented between 6 hours
before the scheduled departure of the train and 2 hours after the actual departure of

the train (irrespective of the distance).

(iv) Waitlisted or Reservation Against Cancellation tickets presented for
cancellation upto 3 hours after the actual departure of the train, refund is given
subject to deduction of clerkage. Special provision for night trains leaving between

21.00 hours and 06.00 hours (actual departure).

(v) For refund of fare under circumstances other than those specified in
these rules or under circumstances like 'bandh' or agitations or floods, etc., Ticket

Deposit Receipt (TDR) shall be issued to the passenger and the passenger may
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apply for refund of fare within 10 days from the day of commencement of journey to
the Chief Commercial Manager (Refunds). The TDR shall be issued only upto 3 days

after the scheduled departure of the train.

(vi) Unreserved Tickets can be cancelled within 3 hours of the issue of the
ticket, subject to payment of clerkage charges. In case of tickets issued in advance,
the tickets can be cancelled upto 2400 hours of the day preceding the day of

journey.

(d) The time limits for surrender of tickets for seeking refunds have been
modified with a view to facilitating timely upgradation of the status of waitlisted
passengers. The revision is aimed at bringing efficiency in processing refunds,
discouraging last minute cancellations, checking bogus claims for refunds and

reducing the misuse of refund process.

Killing of elephants in train accidents

1683. SHRI BAISHNAB PARIDA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased

to state:

(a) whether a large number of elephants are killed under running trains in

QOdisha rail corridor;

(b) whether this figure is going unabated;

(c) whether Railways have issued instructions to drivers and other staff
concerned with the operation of trains to limit the speed of trains in this sector to

control killings to elephants under trains;

(d) if so, the details thereof; and

(e) whether any other such instructions have been issued to railway staff in

the above matter, and if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) Yes, Sir. Data of elephant killed under running trains
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is maintained railway zone-wise and not State-wise. State of Odisha falls under East
Cost Coast Railway (ECoR) and South Eastern Railway (SER). Since 2011, eight
elephants have died in four separate incidents in East Coast Railway in the State of
Odisha. One incident happened in 2012, killing two elephants in South Eastern
Railway in the State of Odisha. However, there is no further case of elephant killing

in this area since February, 2013.

(b) No, Sir.

(c) to (e) Yes, Sir. Elephant corridors have been identified by the Forest
Department, and on such corridors, speed retrictions have been imposed. Details of

speed restrictions imposed are as under:

Railway Name of Length of Details of Remarks
Route/Section  Caution (in KM) Temporary

Speed Restriction

1 2 3 4 5
East Coast Rambha-Ganjam 557-568 Blow whistle.
Railway Speed restriction
Byre-Kapilas 385/32/-30 of 50 KMPH
Charbati-Salagaon402/18-20 on the advice Occasionally
of Forest Occasionally
Department.
South Howrah-Nagpur 332/25-384/11 Blow whistle,
Eastern Chakradharpur- sharp look out
Railway Rourkela-Sonua-

Jaraikela (UP)

Howrah-Nagpur- 384/11-332/25 Blow Whistle
Chakradharpur- sharp look out
Rourkela-Sonua-

Jaraikela (DN)
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Bimalgarh- 454-494 20 KMPH (from
Kiruburu- KM 487 to KM494)
Karampada-Kiriburu Sharp look out
Rajkharswan- 321/34-32
Dongaposi-

Jinkpani-

Singhpokharia (UP)

Dongaposi - 321/34-32 Sharp look out

Rajkharsawan-

Singhpokharia-

Jinkpani(DN)

Rajkharsawan-  356/19-374/5 Sharp look out. During night
Dongaposi- Blow long only
Barbil-Maluka whistle

Noamundi (UP)

Barbil-Dongaposi 374/6-356/20

Rajkharsawan-
Noamundi-

Maluka (DN)

Padapahar -
Jakhapura-
Padapahar-
Jamkundia (UP)

Jakhpura-
Padapahar-
Jamkundia-
Padapahar (DN)

371/19-379/39

379/40-371/30

Sharp look out.
Blow long

whistle.

40 KMPH. Sharp
look out. Blow

long whistle.

40 KMPH. Sharp
look out. Blow

long whistle.

During night
only

During night
only

During night
only
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1 2 3 4 5
Padapahar- 412/11-20 20 KMPH. Sharp During night
Jakhapur- look out. Blow  only
Jaroli-Nayagarh long whistle.

Advisory to Zonal Railways has been issued to sensitise Train Crew and
Station Masters on a regular basis. Signage boards have been provided to pre-warn
the train drivers. Instructions have also been issued for need clearance of vegetation

on the sides of the train within railway land.
Setting up of nuclear power plants

1684. SHRIMATI WANSUK SYIEM: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(a) whether to operate 35 per cent of its total network which is electrified,

Railways consume around 4000 MW in a day;

(b) whether Railways plan to set up a 1400 MW nuclear power plant for

captive use;
(c) if so, the steps initiated in this direction; and

(d) the progress on the thermal power plant of 1000 MW capacity planned

by Railways at Nabinagar, Bihar and by when this is likely to be commissioned?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) Yes, Sir. The present peak power requirement of
Indian Railways (IR) is around 4000 Mega Watt (MW).

(b) and (c) Preliminary discussions have been held with Nuclear Power
Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL) for exploring the possibility of setting up of a

nuclear power plant of 1400 MW capacity in Joint Venture with them.

(d) The thermal power plant of 1000 MW capacity being set up in Joint
Venture (JV) with NTPC Limited is presently under construction an its first unit of

250 MW is likely to be commissioned by 2014 and subsequent units thereafter.
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Independent tariff regulatory body

1685. SHRIMATI WANSUK SYIEM: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(@) whether Government has sought to create an independent tariff

regulatory body for Railways;

(b) if so, whether this move is aimed at delinking passenger train fares from

political populism;

(c) whether freight revenue has been cross-subsidising passenger train

fares so far; and

(d) whether losses in passenger segment have been mouting and expected

to touch Rs. 25,000 crore this year?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) The modalities of constituting a Rail Tariff
Authority, with a view to evolve and implement an integrated, transparent and
dynamic pricing mechnism for Railway's passenger and freight services, is under

considrations of the Government.

(c) and (d) Yes, Sir.

Hidden cameras in compartments of express trains

1686. SHRI NANDI YELLAIAH: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
refer to answer given to Unstarred Question 2907 in the Rajya Sabha on 22nd

March, 2013 and state:

(a) the total number of thefts and details of crimes having taken places
under each Railway Zone during the periods 2009-10, 2011-12 and the results of

prosecutions under different Zonal Railway Magistrates or other Magistrates;

(b) by when sufficient number of hidden cameras would be fixed at

platforms of a large number of Railway Stations in the country; and
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(c) the reasons Ministry is not fixing hidden cameras in every compartment

of all Express Trains?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) Prevention and detection of crime and maintenance
of law and order over railways is the statutory responsibility of States which is
being discharged by respective States through the Government Railway Police
(GRP). Fifty percent (50%) of the cost on GRPs is borne by the Ministry of Railways
and rest is paid by respective States. As such, the cases of crime against
passengers are reported to, registered and inestigated by the Government Railway
Police of the concerned States. The total number of incidents of thefts and other
crimes reported over Indian Railways during the periods 2009-10, 2010-11 and

2011-12 are given in the Statement (See below).

(b) and (c) Close Circuit Television (CCTV) cameras are available at major
railway stations of the country. Keeping in view that CCTV surveillance system is
being further strengthened under an Integrated Security System (ISS) over
nominated stations, installation of hidden cameras at compartments of express trains

is not being considered at this Juncture.

Statement

The total number of incidents of thefts and other crimes reported over Indian

Railways during the periods 2009-10, 2010-11 and 2011-12 are as under;

Number of incidents of crime reported in running trains

Railways Year  Rape  Theft Decoity Robbery Burglary Drugging

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Central 2009-10 0 933 11 23 0 41
2010-11 0 1094 7 26 0 38

2011-12 1 1512 6 76 0 40
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1 2 4 5 6 7 8
Eastern 2009-10 327 8 24 0 131
2010-11 39 10 15 0 139
2011-12 455 3 14 0 117
East Central 2009-10 465 30 2 0 247
2010-11 527 21 19 0 21
2011-12 633 15 17 0 300
East Coast  2009-10 285 2 7 0 50
2010-11 200 1 k7! 0 38
2011-12 39 0 5 0 16
Northern 2009-10 614 6 11 0 48
2010-11 612 6 40 0 158
2011-12 807 14 52 0 200
North Central 2009-10 442 2 7 0 11
2010-11 430 1 5 0 RZ!
2011-12 600 6 6 0 )
North Eastern 2009-10 45 5 4 0 11
2010-11 57 4 14 0 33
2011-12 59 3 9 0 A
North East ~ 2009-10 122 15 6 0 40
Frontier 2010-11 55 8 3 0 3
2011-12 125 9 2 0 132
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
North 2009-10 0 237 0 1 0 19
Western 2010-11 0 247 0 2 0 13
2011-12 2 275 0 2 0 20
Southern 2009-10 0 274 0 44 0 5
2010-11 0 394 1 59 0 3
2011-12 0 351 1 24 0 4
South 2009-10 0 703 0 8 0 26
Central 2010-11 0 549 0 10 0 33
2011-12 0 869 2 7 0 20
South 2009-10 0 148 7 5 0 52
Eastern 2010-11 1 159 3 5 0 70
2011-12 0 169 1 4 0 49
South East  2009-10 0 291 1 2 0 12
Central 2010-11 0 327 0 9 0 10
2011-12 1 230 0 2 0 9
South 2009-10 0 189 1 10 0 9
Western 2010-11 0 206 0 7 0 18

2011-12 2 246 0 12 0 7
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Western 2009-10 0 961 4 16 0 55
2010-11 0 968 2 16 0 31
2011-12 0 1110 2 21 0 44
West Central 2009-10 1 908 0 24 0 29
2010-11 1 868 2 9 0 17
2011-12 1 1155 1 26 0 61
TotaL 2009-10 1 6944 R 214 0 786
2010-11 2 7092 66 323 0 949
2011-12 8 8995 63 279 0 1218

New railway line between Churu and Nohar in Rajasthan

+1687. SHRI ASHK ALI TAK: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to

state:

(a) whether any survey has been conducted to lay new railway line between

Churu and Nohar via Tara Nagar in Rajasthan;

(b) if so, whether it is proposed to lay the said railway line;

(¢) if so, by when it would be laid; and

(d) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) yes, Sir.

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi
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(b) to (d) Planning Commission has not accorded their "In Principle" approval

to Railways proposal of this new line project.

Facility of wahing line/primary and secondary maintenance

11688. SHRI RASHEED MASOOD: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(a) the names of railway stations where the facility of washing line/primary

and secondary maintenance has been extended during the last ten years;

(b) the names of the members who have raised the demand for extending

this facility to different stations in the meeting of ZRUCC, Station-wise;

(c) the names of stations where extension of this facility has been proposed

in the projects of Railways;

(d) whether there is plan to extend these facilities to Chandigarh and

Saharanpur stations under Northern Railway; and

(e) if so, by when the construction would be started, and if not, the reasons

therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) The names of the railway stations where the facility
of washing line/primary and secondary maintenance has been extended/in progress

during the last ten years are as under:

Kolhapur, Ghorpuri, Solapur, Ajni, Amravati, Wadi Bunder, Panvel, Lokmanya
Tilak Terminus, Puri, Visakhapatnam, Bhubaneswar, Sambalpur, Rajendra Nagar,
Rajgir, Patna Jn, Danapur, Dhanbad Jn, Gomoh Jn, Barka Kana, Singrauli, Gaya,
Barauni Jn, Muzaffarpur Jn, Samastipur Jn, Darbhanga Jn, Raxaul Jn, Jaynagar,
Saharsa Jn, Sealdah, Howrah, Burdwan, Azimganj, Asansol, Madhupur, Malda town,
Bhagalpur, Jamalpur, Sahibganj, Jhansi, Gwalior, Kanpur Central, Allahabad, Agra
Cantt and Khajuraho, Chapra, Ballia, Azamgarh, Gorakhpur, Kasganj, Pilibhit,

1 Original notice of the question was received in Hindi
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Manduadih, Siwan, Lalkuan, Katihar Jn, New Jalpaiguri, Alipur Duar Jn, New
Bongaigaon, Kamakhya, Guwahati, Tinuskia Jn, Dibrugarh, New Delhi, Hazrat
Nizamudin, Delhi, Delhi Sarai Rohilla, Anand Vihar, Chandigarh, Dehradun, Haridwar
Jn, Bareilly, Balamu Jn, Lucknow, Sultanpur, Rae Bareli Jn, Amritsar Jn, Firozpur
Cantt, Jammu Tawi, Katra, Amjmer, Udaipur, Bikaner Jn, Jodhpur Jn, Barmer, Madar,
Shri Ganganagar, Kacheguda, Guntur, Secunderabad, Hyderabad, Nanded,
Machilipatnam, Tirupati, Narsapur, Kazipet, Bilaspur, Durg, Gondia, Korba,
Ambikapur, Raigarh, New Raipur, Padampukur, Shalimar, Basin Bridge, Tambaram,
Mangalore, Ernakulam Marshalling Yard, Kochuveli Tirunelveli, Madurai,
Rameswaram, Tiruchchirappalli, Vilupuram, Yesvantpur, Hubli, Mysore,
Baiyyappanahalli, Vasco-da-Gama, Arisikere, Jabalpur, Rewa, Habibganj, Bhopal and
Kota, Indore, Bandra, Mumbai Central, Ahmedabad, Valsad, Mhow, Pratap Nagar,
Porbander, Sabarmati, Udhna, Okha.

(b) The names of members who have raised the demand for extending this

facility to different stations in the meets of ZRUCC are as under:

Station Name of the member
Patna Sahib Shri Rajesh Prasad Shukla
Gaya Shri Kaushalendra Pratap
Patna Ghat Shri Bidyasagar
Moradabad Shri Bhipinder Singh Sethi
Shahjehanpur Shr Rashid Ali Khan
Amritsar Jn Shri Gian Singh Saggu
Roza Jn Shri Ashok Saxena
Meerut City Shri Yash Pal Singh

Bhatinda Jn Shri Ashok Kumar Saini
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Station Name of the member
Rourkela Shri Subrata Kumar Patnaik
Kakinada Shri M.M. Pallam Raju
Guntur Dr. Atukuri Anjaneyulu

Shri P. Satyanarayana Murthy

Nallapadu Dr. Atukuri Anjaneyulu

Shri P. Satyanarayana Murthy

Repalle Dr. Atukuri Anjaneyulu

Shri P. Satyanarayana Murthy

Macharla Shri P. Satyanarayana Murthy
Chikalthana Shri Omprakash Motlal Varma
Kakinada Port Shri Y.D. Rama Rao

Bellary Smt. J. Shanta

Hospet Smt. J. Shanta

Subrahmanya Road Shri Nalin Kumar Kateel
Rewa Shri Brijesh Pandey

(¢) There are no such proposals awaiting sanction.

(d) There is no proposal, at present, for extending the existing facilities at

Chandigarh and Saharanpur.

() The existing coach maintenance facilities in the area are considered

adequate to meet the Railway's requirement.
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Train protection and warning system

1689. SHRIMATI VASANTHI STANLEY: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(a) whether Government plans to use Train Protection and Warning System

to enhance the safety of train passengers, and if so, the details thereof;

(b) whether the Kakodkar High Level Committee has raised doubts on the

functionality of this System;

(¢c) if so, the steps taken by Government to address these issues; and

(d) the other measures taken by Government to enhance safety of train

passengers?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) Yes, Sir. Government has decided to deploy Train
Protection Warning System (TPWS) to prevent train accidents caused by human
error like Signal Passing At Danger (SPAD) and Over Speeding, Pilot project of
TPWS (ETCS Level-1) (European Train Control System) has been commissioned on
Chennai Central - Gummuddipundi (50 RKms) suburban section of Southern Railway
in May, 2008. Commercial trials of pilot project on Delhi-Agra non-suburban section
(200 RKms) of Northern/North Central Railway is in progress with 35 locomotives on
nominated trains. Based on experience gained, TPWS has been approved for 3330
Route Kilometers (RKMs) at a cost of Rs. 1740 crore covering Automatic Signalling
Sections/Heavy Density Network (HDN) of Idian Railways (IR). In first phase,
process to acquire TPWS (ETCS Level 1) on Automatic Signalling Suburban
Sections where EMUs, MEMUs and DEMUs and Main Line Locomotives ply on

Eastern, South Eastern and North Central Railways has been initiated.

(b) and (c) High Level Safety Review Committee, in their report, mentioned
that TPWS which is based on proven European Technology is reported not working

well under IR conditions. This was observed during Committee Members visit, when
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the motormen operating on Chennai Suburban complained of false braking, system
problems etc. Following steps were taken which has improved performance

availability of TPWS to 98%.

@i Use of shielded twisted pair cables to eliminate Electro Magnetic

Induction (EMI) interference.
(i) Modification in the software.

@iii) Power supply filter for Driver Machine interface (DMI) to avoid

blanking.
(iv) Power supply backup with UPS for Line side Electronic Unit (LEU).
(v) Removal of antenna protection plates to eliminate reflections.

(vi) Modifications of location box design with provision of dual metal wall

for air colling and ventilation.

(d) Other measures taken by the Government to enhance safety to train
travel include timely replacement of over-aged assets, adoption of suitable
technologies for upgradation and maintenance of track, rolling stock, signalling and
interlocking sytems, safety drives, greater emphasis on training of officials and
inspections at regular intervals to monitor and educate staff for observance of safe
practices. In addition to TPWS, other safety devices/systems being introduced to
prevent accidents include provision of Anti Collision device (ACD)/Train Collision
Avoidance System (TCAS), Vigilance Control Device, Electrical/Electronic
Interlocking with Centralised operation of Points and Signals to replace old
mechanical signalling systems Complete Track Circutting of Station Section, Block

Proving Axle Counter (BPAC) and Auxiliary Warning System (AWS).
Implementation of recommendations of committees

1690. DR. V. MAITREYAN: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to

state:

(@) whether the Sam Pitroda and Anil Kakodkar Committees on
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modernisation and safety, respectively, have projected total requirement of
Rs. 5,60,000 crore and Rs. 1,00,000 crore, respectively, during the Twelfth Plan

period;

(b) if so, the details thereof and the proposals taken up/proposed to be

taken up for implementation during 2013-14 and 2014-15;

(¢) whether it is a fact that implementation of their recommendations would

also be adversely affected due to shortage of funds; and
(d) if so, the measures taken by Government to rectify this situation?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) to (d) The Sam Pitroda Committee had made 113 recommendations
covering 15 areas and the Anil Kakodkar Committee had made 106 recommendations

covering 17 areas.

Recommendations of both the Committees are presently under examination in

the Ministry of Railways.

Pending acceptance of the recommendations, Railways have already initiated
action for implementation of some of the recommendations like the ones pertaining
to elimination of level crossings, modernization of rolling stock, development of PPP
models to attract private investment, construction of Eastern and Western Dedicated

Freight Corridor and setting up of Rail Tariff Authority.
Ticket agents

+1691. SHRI FAGGAN SINGH KULASTE: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS

be pleased to state:
(a) whether the Ministry appoints ticket agents in the country;

(b) if so, the number of ticket agents appointed so far in the country;

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi
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(c) whether appointments of such agents are made for a certain time-frame

or these appointments are done for regular period; and

(d) whether agents from certain areas have been removed on the basis of
period of appointment, and if so, the regions from where they have been removed

and the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The Zone-wise details of number of ticket agents functioning as on

31.03.2013 are given in Statement - I (See below).

(c) These agents are appointed for a fixed period as per the term of their

contract/rules under which they are appointed.

(d) The Zone-wise details of the number of agents whose licenses were
cancelled/terminated /not renewed during Financial Year 2012-13 on account of

various reasons including completion of their tenure are given in Statement-II
Statement-1

Details of Ticket Agents functioning on Indian Railways are as under:

SL Railway No. of agents functioning as

No. on 31.03.2013

Halt JTBS RTSA/ Out IRCTC Total

Agents RTA  Agency/ Agent
CBA
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1. Central 61 205 76 01 - 343

2. Eastern 144 12 15 - - 171
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
3. East Central 282 R 13 01 - 350
4. East Coast 59 06 05 - - 70
5. Northern 22 226 129/10 06/20 - 613
6. North Central &0 59 10 -102 - 151
7. North Eastern 191 120 0% -102 - 322
8. Northeast Frontier = 9% 06 13 10 - 125
9. North Western 116 121 31 - - 268
10. Southern 155 109 81 11/02 - 358
11. South Central 151 39 31 - - 21
12. South Eastern 103 o7 17 - - 127
13. Southeast Central 114 23 08 - - 145
14. South Western 9 57 26/02 - - 164
15. Western 109 42 A - - 245
16. West Central 36 82 14 - - 132
17. IRCTC - - - - 106283 106283

TotaL: 1998 1168 572/12 2926 106283 110088

JTBS- Jansadharan Ticket Booking Sewak; RTSA- Rail Travellers Service Agent, RTA-
Rail Tourist Agent, CBA- City Booking Agency, IRCTC- Indian Railway Catering and Tourism

Corporation.
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Details of Ticket Agents functioning on Indian Railways whose licences were

cancelled/terminated /not renewed are as under:

SL Railway No. of agents whose licences were cancelled/

No. terminated/not renewed during Financial Year 2012-13
Halt JTBS RTSA/ Out IRCTC Total

Agents Agency/ Agent
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1. Central - - 13 - - 13

2. Eastern - - - - - -

3. East Central - - 05 - - 05

4. East Coast - - 01 - - 01

5. Northern - 47 - - - 47

6. North Central - - - - - -

7. North Eastern - (1] 01 - - 03

8. Northeast Frontier - - - - - -

9. North Western - 03 - - - 03

10. Southern - o7 05 (1] - 14

11. South Central 2 (1] 03 - - 07

12. South Eastern 07 03 - - - 10

13. Southeast Central - - - - - -
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
14. South Western - (07 - - - (07
15. Western - - 01 - - 01

16. West Central - - - - - -

17. IRCTC - - - - 880 880

TotaL: 09 68 29 02 880 988

JTBS- Jansadharan Ticket Booking Sewak; RTSA- Rail Travellers Service Agent, RTA-
Rail Tourist Agent, CBA- City Booking Agency, IRCTC- Indian Railway Catering and Tourism

Corporation.

Ticket booking by agents

11692. SHRI MOTILAL VORA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is aware that public at large has to face a lot of
hardships in getting reserved tickets whereas Rail Travel Service Agents (RTSA) are

getting huge booking;

(b) the steps being taken by Government to check irregularities of RTSA

and provide lesser bookings to them;

(c) whether it is also a fact that no case has been registered against RTSA

at any station, save Delhi, during the past five years; and

(d) if so, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) No, Sir. With a view to facilitate issuing of reserved

tickets, Railways have initiated various steps including opening of a large number of

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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computerised Passenger Reservation System (PRS) locations, introduction of facility
of booking of reserved tickets through internet, providing PRS terminals in post

offices and at non-Railhead locations, etc.

(b) Rail Travellers' Service Agnets (RTSAs) are not allowed to book Tatkal
tickets between 1000 hours and 1200 hours. Regular and surprise checks are
conducted by Commercial/Vigilance/Railway Protection Force official in and around
reservation offices to keep a watch on the irregularities in reserved tickets including
those by RTSAs. Checks are also conducted at the premises of RTSAs, as per
provisions of Authorisation of RTSAs Rules, 1985.

(¢) No, Sir. Cases regarding irregularities committed by RTSAs have been

reported by various Railways and action was taken accordingly.

(d) Does not arise.

Sports quota in Railway appointements

71693. SHRI BHAGAT SINGH KOSHYARI: Will the Minister of
RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) the criteria/guidelines for reservation in appointments under sports

quota for various sports in Railways;

(b) the details of appointments made under sports quota during the last

three years, sports-wise, category-wise and year-wise; and

(c) whether Railways propose to increase the number of posts under the

sports quota, and if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) There is no sport-wise reservation in sports quota,
allotted to Zonal Railways and Production Units of Indian Railways, for recruitment

of sportspersons.

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(b) Sports category-wise details of sportspersons recruited on Indian

Railway during the years 2010-11, 2011-12 and 2012-13 are as under:

S1. No. Games Number of Sports persons Recruited

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 Total
1 2 3 4 5 6
1. Aquatics 12 2 11 45
2. Archery 5 4 5 14
3. Athletics 36 53 57 146
4. Badminton 5 20 18 43
5. Ball Badminton 3 1 9 13
6. Basketball 31 43 31 105
7. Billiards and Snooker 0 2 6 8
8. Body Building 9 5 5 19
9. Boxing 13 9 2 44
10.  Bridge 0 0 1 1
11.  Chess 0 2 5 7
12 Cricket 43 47 53 143
13.  Cross Country 0 1 3 4
14.  Cycling 1 6 6 13

15.  Football 4 67 61 172
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1 2 3 4 5 6
16.  Golf 2 1 3 6
17.  Gymnastics 7 3 8 18
18.  Handball 9 9 6 24
19.  Hockey 2 4 492 118
20.  Judo 1 0 0 1
21.  Kabaddi ) 21 29 7
22, Kho-Kho 6 4 5 15
23.  Power-Lifting 7 4 9 20
24. Shooting 1 4 5 10
25.  Table Tennis 12 16 8 36
26.  Tennis 3 0 2 5
27. Volleyball 2 39 2 119
28.  Weight-Lifting 11 15 21 47
29.  Wrestling 11 18 15 44

ToTAL: 361 460 498 1319

(¢) The recruitment trend indicates that the number of posts given to Zonal

Railways for recruitment against sport quota, is more than sufficient. Thus, there is

no proposal at present to increase the number of posts for recruitment against quota

on Indian Railways.
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Quota for physically challenged passengers

11694. SHRI PARIMAL NATHWANI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(a) the details of different quotas available for passengers while travelling

by Railways;

(b) whether there is no specific quota for physically challenged passengers

in all trains and if so, the reasons therefor;

(c) whether Railways have provision to ensure lower berths for such

physically challenged passengers as in the case of senior citizens; and
(d) if so, the details thereof, and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) Major types of reservation quota earmarked under
reserved accommodation are General, Tatkal, Foreign Tourists, Parliament House,
Senior Citizen, Ladies, Physically Handicapped, Defence Department, Road-side,

Pooled, Cancer patient, Reservation Against Cancellation (RAC), etc.

(b) to (d) A reservation quota of two Sleeper Class berths is earmarked in
Mail/Express Trains for physically handicapped persons. Instructions have also
been issued that in the tickets issued to physcially handicapped person travelling
on concession, through Computerised Passenger Reservation System (PRS), one
lower berth should be allotted to the handicapped person and the person
accompanying the handicapped person as escort should be allotted middle/upper
berths near the handicapped person subject to availability of accommodation at the

time of booking.
Facilities at Ghaziabad railway station

1695. SHRI NARENDRA KUMAR KASHYAP: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS

be pleased to state:

(a) the details of the civil development work taken up recently at Ghaziabad

railway station with a view to enhance passengers' comfort;

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(b) the present state of encroachment on railway road, cleanliness, parking
facilities and traffic jam caused by auto-rickshaws on the approach point to said

railway station; and

(c) whether railway authorities would immediately take concrete action on
scooter/car parking, cleanliness, beautification at the approach point and also

regulate the operation of auto-rickshaws which often block the way to the station?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) Works which have been carried out at Ghaziabad
Railway Station with a view to enhance passengers' comfort include new parking of
approx. 400 sqm area at city side, augmentation of circulating area by approx. 1500
sqm, improvement to platform surface of platform nos. 3 and 4, provision of 200 nos.
of seats at various platforms and improvement to quality and quantity of water

supply by providing three new bores.

(b) and (c) Parking encroachment occupying more than half the carriageway
on city side approach road existing since 1976 have been removed. Movement of
Auto Rickshaws has been channelised and circulating area widened to address the
problem. New Parking having approximately 4000 SQM has been provided at city
side. Regular drives have also been launched from time to time to clear the

encroachments.
Overcharging for food supplied in trains

1696. SHRI SHADI LAL BATRA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased

to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that contractors charge more than the approved rates

for the food supplied to passengers in running trains;

(b) if so, the details thereof and reaction of Government thereto during the

last three years, zone-wise; and

(c) the action taken or proposed to be taken by Railways against such

contractors?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) Railway Contractors provide food in trains
as per approved rates provided by the Railways. However, some complaints of
overcharging have been reported. Details of zone-wise complaints received and
action taken during the last three years (01.01.2010 to 31.12.2012) are given in the

Statement (See below).

(¢) Improvement in catering services is an on-going process. The
effectiveness of the New Catering Policy introduced in July, 2010 is made through a
mechanism put in place by deploying railway personnel, who check quality and
hygiene through regular, surprise and periodical inspections and take corrective
action in a time-bound manner apart from passenger's opinion/feedback on quality. A
centralized Catering Services Monitoring Cell has been set up which have a toll free
number 1800-111-321 for real time redressal of complaints. The Catering Monitoring
Cells have also been set up at Zonal and Divisional level for monitoring of the
catering activities. Punitive actions like imposition of fine, warning and termination
of contract etc. are taken on irregulrity found. As per extant Catering Policy, 2010,
railways propose to have base kitchens in railway premises for closely monitoring

the quality.
Statement

Zone-wise details of number of complaints regarding overcharging for food
supplied in trains and action taken during last three years (i.e. from 01.01.2010
to 31.12.2012) are as under:

Action taken

Zonal No. of Fined Warned Termination Suitably Not DAR Any Total

Railway Comp- Advised/ Sub- Action Other
laints Couns-stantiated
received elled
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Central 137 27 15 0 82 3 0 10 137
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
East Central 48 24 9 0 1 3 0 11 48
East Coast 52 12 25 0 10 0 0 2 52
Eastern 13 5 5 0 3 0 0 0 13
North Central 11 2 1 0 0 0 0 8 11
North Eastern 7 5 1 0 0 0 0 1 7
Northeast 26 15 3 0 2 2 0 4 26
Frontier

Northern 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 2
North Western 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 4
South Central 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 4
South East 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 4
Central

South Eastern 31 8 14 1 0 8 0 0 31
Southern 52 11 2 0 13 0 0 26 52
South 10 0 1 0 5 0 0 4 10
Western

West Central 18 0 0 0 18 0 0 0 18
Western 23 11 9 0 2 0 0 1 23

Indian Railway

Catering and 35 0 13 0 3 10 6 3 35

Tourism

Corporation

ToTAL: 471 126 98 1 140 26 6 80 477
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Ongoing railway line projects

1697. SHRIMATI RAJANI PATIL: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased

to state:

(@) whether it is a fact that a large number of railway projects are

languishing for want of adequate resources;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) the details of the ongoing railway line projects in various States, State-

wise;

(d) the funds allocated for these projects during each of the last four years;

(e) the progress made so far on these projects; and

(f) the steps taken/being taken by Railways for completion of these

projects expeditiously?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. As on 01.04.2013, there are 368
ongoing railway projects consisting of 156 New Line, 43 Gauge Conversion and 169
Doubling projects haveing a throw forward of Rs.1,78,216 Crore and limited
availability of resources. Fund constraint is one of the main reasons for delay in
timely execution of these projects. Apart from constraint of resources, delay in land
availability, long time taken for forestry clearance, adverse law and order conditions,
failure of contractors, court cases in regard to alignment, non availability of
materials, change in the standard of costruction and technology, change in scope of

work etc. also affect the progress.

(c) State-wise progress of railway projects is not maintained.

(d) The total amount allocated and expenditure incurred on New Line,
Gauge Conversion and Doubling projects during the last three years and current

year are as under:
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(Rs. in crores)

Plan head Year

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13  2013-14

New Line Outlay 3757.00  7118.50 6084.5 6100
Expenditure 5272.03 6443 6186.9 -
Guage Conversion Outlay 1625.00  2723.00 2025 2125

Expenditure 3232.04  28008.5 2679.6 -

Doubling Outlay 181790  5408.00 3438 3025

Expenditure 2165.00 237275 2462.6 -

(e) and (f) Projects are progressing as per availability of resources. To
expedite completion of projects, a number of initiatives have been taken to generate
additional resources through non-budgetary measures like funding by State
Governments and other beneficiareis, execution of projects through Rail Vikas Nigam
Limited on Special Purpose Vehicle basis etc. Besides, to reduce delays on account
of land acquisition, security issues and forestry clearances etc, meetings with State
Officials at various levels are held from time to time. Field units have been
empowered with further delegation of powers and the contract conditions have been

modified to bring efficiency in contract management.

Study to assess quality of food and catering services in railways

1698. SHRI ISHWAR SINGH:
SHRI N.K. SINGH:

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether any study has been conducted to assess the quality of food

and catering service in Railways;



338 Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

(b) if so, the details thereof, and if not, the reasons therefor;

(¢) whether Government is proposing any measures to address the
increasing number of complaints regarding food and catering services in Railways;

and
(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) to (d) It is a continuous endeavour by the Indian
Railways to provide good quality hygienic food to Railway passengers. Accordingly,
a New Catering Policy, 2010 has been introduced on 21.07.2010 with a mandate for
effective quality assurance programme, wherein [SO-22000 (International
Organization for Standardization) standards are to be progressively implemented for
major contracts/units. Supervision and monitoring have been strengthened through
a mechanism put in place by deploying railway personnel, who check quality and
hygiene and take corrective action in a time-bound manner apart from passenger's
opinion/feedback on quality. About 34565 inspections have been carried out in the
last one year April, 12 to March, 13. A centralized Catering Services Monitoring Cell
has been set up in Board's office having a toll free number 1800-111-321 for prompt
redressal of the passenger grievances related to te catering activities for real time
assistance to travelling public. On the same pattern, Catering Monitoring Cells have
been set up at Zonal and Divisional level for daily monitoring of the catering
activities. Continuous monitoring through all these is being ensured. If any
irregularity is found punitive actions like imposition of fine, warning and termination
of contract etc are taken according to the gravity of offence/irregularity. As per
extant Catering Policy, 2010, railways propose to have base kitchens in railway

premises for close monitoring the quality.

Ongoing railway projects

1699. SHRI N.K. SINGH:
DR. JANARDHAN WAGHMARE:

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) the details of the estimated costs and the scheduled time of completion

of ongoing railway projects;
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(b) whether it is a fact that it would take at least 30 years to complete

pending projects if they continue to be implemented at the current pace;

(¢) if so, whether Government proposes any measures to expedite

completion of pending projects, and if so, the details thereof; and
(d) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) As on 01.04.2013, there are 156 new line, 43 gauge
conversion and 169 doubling projects having estimated cost of approximately
Rs. 2,43,269 crores. Due to huge throw forward and limited availabiltity of resources,
deadline for every project is not feasible to be fixed. Completion time of projects are
decided annually depending upon availability of resources and progress made on

individual project.

(b) 368 projects are having throw forward of about Rs.1,78,216 crore against
which outlay of Rs.9,750 crore has been provided during 2013-14 which is 5.5.% of
throw forward. With present level of funding, completion of ongoing projects would

take long period.

(c) and (d) To expedite completion of projects, a number of initiatives have
been taken to generate additional resources through non-budgetary measures like
funding by State Governments and other beneficiaries, execution of projects through
Rail Vikas Nigam Limited on Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) basis etc. Besides, to
reduce delays on account of land acquisition, security issues and forestry
clearances etc, meetings with State Officials at various levels are held from time to
time. Field units have been empowered with further delegation of powers and the

contract conditions have been modified to bring efficiency in contract management.
Casualties of employees on duty

1700. SHRI N.K. SINGH:
SHRI ISHWAR SINGH:

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that 1600 people died and 8700 people suffered
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injuries on duty in Railways during the last one year;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(¢) whether Government has undertaken any steps towards improvement of
signaling systems and safety equipments to prevent deaths and injuries of

employees on duty; and

(d) if so, the details thereof, and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

(c) and (d) Steps taken towards improvement of Signalling Systems and

Safety Equipments to prevent deaths and injuries of employees on duty includes:

1. Staff working in field/track are being provided with communication
equipments like VHF set, Mobile Train Communication Equipments
(where MRTC commissioned) to contact with adjoining stations and

learn about the position of approaching trains.

2. Project on "Gangman Warning System" using Satellite Imaging and Rail
Navigation (SIMRAN) has been taken up along with IIT Kanpur.
Prototype Equipment developed and is under lab testing at IIT Kanpur.
In this system, a Gangman will be warned automatically about an

approaching train.

3. Provision of Protective clothing.

4. Provision of insulated tools, modified test piece for testing of points,

protective metalic screens in vicinity of 25 KV OHE traction.

5. Timely replacement of mechanical maintenance-intensive Signalling

assets by Electronic/Electrical Interlocking System. Electronic/Electrical
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Interlocking System. Electronic/Electrical Interlocking System has been

provided at 5100 stations upto June, 2013.

6. Greater emphasis on training of officials in the nominated training

institutes to monitor and educate staff for observance of safe practices.

7. Train Protection and Warning System (TPWS) eliminates 'Singal Passing
At Danger' (SPAD) and over speeding. Two pilot projects of TPWS has
been commissioned between Chennai Central- Gummiddipundi (50 RKms)
on Sub-urban section of Southern Railway and on Delhi-Agra section

(200 RKms) of North Central Railway.

Complaints regarding adulterated food

1701. SHRI NATUIJT HALAJI THAKOR
SHRI DILIP BHAI PANDYA:

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government has received complaints that adulterated food is

being served to millions of train passengers daily;

(b) whether it is also a fact that High Court of Delhi has issued notice to
Ministry of Railways, Chairman of Railway Board and Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare demanding adequate measure to ensure availability of unadulterated and

hygienic food to trains passengers; and (c) if not, the reasons therefor; and

(¢c) if so, the action taken by Government in the matter?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) No, Sir. No complaint of adulterated food being

served to Railway passengers has been received.

(b) Yes, Sir

(¢) The matter is sub judice in the court of Law.
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Complaints regarding uncleanliness

1702. SHRIMATI KANIMOZHI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to

state:

(a) the number of complaints regarding uncleanliness received from railway

passengers under Southern Railway during the last three years;

(b) the details of the action taken in this regard; and

(c) whether the New Delhi Consumer Forum has directed the Ministry to
pay compensation in a case of uncleanliness on Tamil Nadu Express, and if so, the

details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) The number of complaints regarding uncleanliness
at stations and in coaches under Southern Railway received from Railway

passengers during the three years is as under:

Head Year Total

2011-12 2012-13 2013-14
(upto July, 2013)

Cleanliness at Stations 5 6 1 12

Maintenance/ 70 50 5 125

Cleanliness of Coaches

(b) All efforts are made to improve cleanlines at stations through various
measures such as mechanized cleaning, awarding contracts for garbage disposal and
rag picking, introduction of pay-an-use toilets etc. On Board House Keeping
Services (OBHS) have been introduced in nominated long distance Mail/Express
trains. During OBHS, cleaning and disinfection of toilets, cleaning of compartments,

doorway area etc. and garbage disposal from vestibule coaches are being carried out
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during run. Mechanized cleaning of coaches has been introduced in depots. Limited
mechanized cleaning of coaches is also carried out at nominated en-route stations
designated as 'Clean Train Stations' during halt period. Mechanized Laundries have
been set up on various Divisions to improve quality of washed linen for supply on
trains. Zonal Railways have been instructed to take the services of professional
agencies for pests/rodents control, Penalties are being imposed on service providers
for deficient services, where services have been outsourced and wherever staff are
found responsible, they are counseled and disciplinary proceedings are also initiated

against such staff.

(¢) No such case has been reported in the Ministry of Railways in which
New Delhi Consumer Forum has directed to pay compensation in a case of

uncleanliness on Tamil Nadu Express.
Guage conversion

1703. SHRIMATT JHARNA DAS BAIDYA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:
(a) the current status of guage conversion between Lumding and Agartala;

(b) whether Government has fixed any deadline to complete this guage

conversion; and
(c) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) to (¢) Lumding-Badarpur-Kumarghat is part of
Lumding-Silchar gauge conversion project and is in advance stage of execution.
Kumarghat-Agartala new line has been laid an commissioned on dual guage
sleepers. Overall progress of the project (Lumding-Silchar) is 85%. Project is targeted

for completion by March, 2015 subject to availability of funds.
Demand for new national pay commission
1704. SHRI D. RAJA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that all Railway trade unions have threatened to go
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on a general strike if their demand for a new National Pay Commission is not

anounced within a period of four months; and

(b) if so, the details thereof and Government's reaction thereto?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) There are two recognized staff Federations
on Railways. Both the Federations have made numerious demands concerning
various service matters of railway employees like pay and allowances, promotion and
pension. While one of the Federations have indicated that if their grievances are not
resolved in a time bound programme, the Federation would be compelled to conduct
strike ballot as a first step. The other Federation have decided to give a time of four
months to the Government for satisfactorily settling their demands failing which the
Federation will be compelled to give call for 'Indefinite Strike' on Railways. One of
the demands of both the Federations is regarding setting up of VIIth Central Pay
Commission, Since constitution of Central Pay Commission is a subject matter of

Ministry of Finance, the same has been referred to that Ministry.

Implementation of MPLAD scheme

1705. SHRI RAM VILAS PASWAN:Will the Minister of STATISTICS
AND PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that recommendations letters sent more than two
years back by Members of Parliament in Bihar have not been implemented by the

concerned District Planning Officers so far;

(b) if so, the time since when recommendations under MPLADS are pending

in each district of Bihar,

(c) the action Government would take against those officers, for not
implementing the recommendations made under MPLADS within scheduled time

period; and

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(d) the number of days from the date of recommendation by Member of

Parliament within which the work should be implemented?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF STATISTICS AND
PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) and (b) This
information is not centrally maintained in the Ministry of Statistics and Programme

Implementation.

(¢) Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme (MPLADS) is
implemented as per the Guidelines of MPLADS. The execution of the works is
undertaken by the District Authorities in accordance with the State Government
administrative, financial and technical rules. The Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation takes up the matter with the State Government/District
Authority for appropriate action, as and when any specific irregularity in
implementation of the MPLADS, including deviation from the Guidelines, comes to

notice.

(d) Para 3.12 of the Guidelines of MPLADS stipulates that: "All
recommended eligible works should be sanctioned within 75 days from the date of
receipt of the recommendation, after completing all formalities. The District Authority
shall, however, inform MPs regarding rejection, if any, within 45 days from the date
of receipt of recommendations, with reasons thereof. In case of the time limits
mentioned in the section falling within the period of operation of model code of
conduct notified by the Election Commission, then such period as notified by model

code of conduct will not be included in the reckoning of time limits."

Para 3.13 of the Guidelines stipulates that: "The sanction letter/order shall
stipulate a time limit for completion of the work to the Implementation Agency. The
time limit for completion of the works should generally not exceed one year. In
exceptional cases, where the implementation time exceeds one year, specific reasons
for the same shall be incorporated in the sanction letter/order. The sanction letter/
order shall also include a clause for suitable action against the Implementation
Agency in the event of their failure to complete the work within the stipulated time
as per the State Government Procedure. A copy of the sanction letter/order shall be

sent to the MP concerned."
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12.00 NooN

PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE

Annual Accounts (1998 to 2003) of the National Leagal Services Authority
(NALSA), New Delhi and related papers

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY AND THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL
SIBAL): Sir, I lay on the Table —

(I) A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers, under sub
section (5) of Section 18 of the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987:-

(@ Annual Accounts of the National Legal Services Authority (NALSA),
New Delhi, for the year 1998-99, and the Audit Report thereon.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9645/15/13]

(b) Annual Accounts of the National Legal Services Authority (NALSA),
New Delhi, for the year 1999-2000, and the Audit Report thereon.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9646/15/13]

(¢) Annual Accounts of the National Legal Services Authority (NALSA),
New Delhi, for the year 2000-01, and the Audit Report thereon.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9647/15/13]

(d) Annual Accounts of the National Legal Services Authority (NALSA),
New Delhi, for the year 2001-02, and the Audit Report thereon.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9648/15/13]

() Annual Accounts of the National Legal Services Authority (NALSA),
New Delhi, for the year 2002-03, and the Audit Report thereon.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9649/15/13]

(f) Statements by Government accepting the Reports mentioned at (a) to (e)
above.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9650/15/13]
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(2) Statement each (in English and Hindi) giving reasons for delay in laying

the papers mentioned at (1) above.

L  Notification of the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public

Distribution

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD
AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROFE. K.V. THOMAS) : Sir, I lay on the Table -

I. A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following Notifications of the
Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution (Department of Food
and Public Distribution), under Section 52 of the Warehousing (Development and

Regulation) Act, 2007:—

() GS.R. 197 (E), dated the 2™ April, 2013, publishing the Warehousing
(Development and Regulation) Registration of Warehouses (Amendment)

Rules, 2013.

(2) GS.R. 408 (E), dated the 26™ June, 2013, publishing the Warehousing
(Development and Regulatory) Authority, appointment of Chairpersons
and other members Rules, 2013.

[Placed in Library. For (1) to (2) See No. L.T. 9342/15/13]

IL A copy (in English and Hindi) of the Ministry of Consumer Affairs,

Food and Public Distribution (Department of Food and Public Distribution),

Notification No. EP1 (3)/2012, dated the 27" June, 2013, publishing the Food

Corporation of India (Staff) (1** Amendment) Regulations 2013, under sub-section (5)
of Section 45 of the Food Corporations Act, 1964.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9344/15/13]

II. A copy (in English and Hindi) of the Ministry of Consumer Affairs,

Food and Public Distribution (Department of Food and Public Distribution)

Notification No. G.S.R 210 (E), dated the 10™ April, 2013, publishing the Sugar

Development Fund (Amendment) Rules, 2013, under sub-section (3) of Section 9 of
the Sugar Development Fund Act, 1982.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9341/15/13]
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IV. A copy (in English and Hindi) of the Ministry of Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribution (Department of Consumer Affairs) Notification No.
G.S.R. 359 (E), dated the 6" June, 2013, publishing the Legal Metrology (Packaged
Commodities) Amendment Rules, 2013, under sub-section (4) of Section 52 of the

Legal Metrology Act, 2009.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9343/15/13]

I Notification of the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers

IL  Reports and Accounts (2011-12 and 2009-10) of various public sector

pharmaceuticals companies and related papers.

L Reports and Account (2011-12) of the Institute of Pesticide Formulation

Technology (IPFT), Gurgaon and related papers

IV. MoU between Government of India and various PSUs

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF STATISTICS AND
PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION AND MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): Sir, I lay
on the Table -

I. A copy (in English and Hindi) of the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers
(Department of Pharmaceuticals), Notification No. S.0. 1221 (E), dated the 15" May,
2013, publishing the Drugs (Prices Control) Order, 2013, under sub-section (6) of

Section 3 of the Essential Commodities Act, 1955.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9285/15/13]

IL.(1) A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers, under sub-
section (1) of Section 619A of the Companies Act, 1956:-

@ (a) Thirty-third Annual Report and Accounts of the Rajasthan Drugs and
Pharmaceuticals Limited (RDPL), Jaipur, for the year 2011-12, together
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with the Auditor’s Report on the Accounts and the comments of the

Comptroller and Auditor General of India thereon.

Review by Government on the working of the above Company.

[Placed in Library. For (1) to (2) See No. L.T. 9587/15/13]

Twenty-ninth Annual Report and Accounts of the Bengal Chemicals and
Pharmaceuticals Limited (BCPL), Kolkata, for the year 2009-10, together
with the Auditor’s Report on the Accounts and the comments of the

Comptroller and Auditor General of India thereon.

Review by Government on the working of the above Company.

[Placed in Library. For (1) to (2) See No. L.T. 9244/15/13]

Fifty-eighth Annual Report and Accounts of the Hindustan Antibiotics
Limited (HAL), Pune, for the year 2011-12, together with the Auditor’s
Report on the Accounts and the comments of the Comptroller and

Auditor General of India thereon.

Review by Government on the working of the above Company.

[Placed in Library. For (1) to (2) See No. L.T. 9243/15/13]

(2) Statements each (in English and Hindi) giving reasons for the delay in

laying the papers mentioned at (1) above.

@

III. A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers:-

(@)

(b)

©

Twenty-first Annual Report and Accounts of the Institute of Pesticide
Formulation Technology (IPFT), Gurgaon, for the year 2011-12, together

with the Auditor’s Report on the Accounts.

Review by Government on the working of the above Institute.

Statement giving reasons for the delay in laying the papers mentioned at
(1) (a) above.
[Placed in Library. For (1) to (3) See No. L.T. 9345/15/13]
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IV) i) Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of India

(i)

(iii)

@iv)

™)

(vi)

(vii)

(Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, Department of Fertilizers) and
Madras Fertilizers Limited (MFL), for the year 2013-14.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9248/15/13]

Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of India
(Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, Department of Fertilizers) and
Brahmaputra Valley Fertilizer Corporation Limited (BVFCL), for the year
2013-14.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9249/15/13]

Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of India
(Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, Department of Fertilizers) and
National Fertilizers Limited (NFL), for the year 2013-14.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9250/15/13]

Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of India
(Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, Department of Fertilizers) and
Rashtriya Chemicals and Fertilizers (RCF) Limited, for the year 2013-14.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9251/15/13]

Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of India
(Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, Department of Fertilizers) and FCI
Aravali Gypsum and Minerals India Limited (FAGMIL), for the year
2013-14.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9252/15/13]

Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of India

(Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, Department of Fertilizers) and

Projects and Development India Limited (PDIL), for the year 2013-14.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9253/15/13]

Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of India
(Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, Department of Fertilizers) and the
Fertilizers and Chemicals Travancore (FACT) Limited, for the year
2013-14.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9254/15/13]
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(viii) Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of India

(x)

®

(xi)

(xii)

(xiii)

(Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, Department of Pharmaceuticals)
and the Indian Drugs and Pharmaceuticals Limited (IDPL), for the year
2013-14.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9247/15/13]

Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of India
(Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, Department of Chemicals and
Petrochemicals) and the Brahmaputra Cracker and Polymer Limited
(BCPL), for the year 2013-14.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9347/15/13]

Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of India
(Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, Department of Pharmaceuticals)
and the Rajasthan Drugs and Pharmaceuticals Limited (RDPL), for the
year 2013-14.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9246/15/13]

Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of India
(Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, Department of Chemicals and
Petrochemicals) and the Hindustan Organic Chemicals Limited (HOCL),
for the year 2013-14.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9255/15/13]

Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of India
(Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, Department of Chemicals and
Petrochemicals) and the Hindustan Insecticides Limited (HIL), for the
year 2013-14.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9256/15/13]

Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of India
(Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, Department of Pharmaceuticals)
and the Bengal Chemicals and Pharmaceuticals Limited (BCPL), for the
year 2013-14.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9245/15/13]
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Memorandum of understanding Government of India and Broadcast

Engineering Consulatants India Limited (BECIL)

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING (SHRI MANISH TEWARI): Sir, I lay on the Table, a copy
(in English and Hindi) of the Memorandum of Understanding between the
Government of India (Ministry of Information and Broadcasting) and the Broadcast
Engineering Consultants India Limited (BECIL), for the year 2013-14.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9421/15/13]

Notifiacation of the Ministry of Home Affairs

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI
MULLAPALLY RAMACHANDRAN: Sir, I lay on the Table—

I. A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following Notifications of the
Ministry of Home Affairs, under sub-section (2) of Section 148 of the Delhi Police

Act, 1978, along with delay statement :—

(1) No. F. 13/28/2009/HP-1 /Estt./6657 - 6662, dated the 8" January, 2013,
publishing the Delhi Police (Appointment and Recruitment)
(Amendment) Rules, 2013.

(2) No. F. 13/15/2003/HP-I /Estt./6663 - 6668, dated the 8" January, 2013,
publishing the Delhi Police (Appointment and Recruitment)
(Amendment) Rules, 2013.

(3) No. F. 13/22/2003/HP-I /Estt./6669 - 6674, dated the 8" January, 2013,
publishing the Delhi Police (Appointment and Recruitment)
(Amendment) Rules, 2013.

4 No. F. 13/19/2003/HP-I /Estt./6675 - 6680, dated the 8" January, 2013,
publishing the Delhi Police (Appointment and Recruitment)
(Amendment) Rules, 2013.
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No. F. 13/32/2009/HP-I /Estt./6681 - 6686, dated the 8" January, 2013,
publishing the Delhi Police (Appointment and Recruitment)
(Amendment) Rules, 2013.

F. No. 13/10/2005/HP-I /Estt./6687 - 6692, dated the 8" January, 2013,
publishing the Delhi Police (Appointment and Recruitment)
(Amendment) Rules, 2013.

No. F. 13/30/2009/HP-I /Estt./6693 - 6698, dated the 8" January, 2013,
publishing the Delhi Police (Appointment and Recruitment)
(Amendment) Rules, 2013.

No. F. 13/29/2009/HP-I /Estt./6699 - 6704, dated the 8™ January, 2013,
publishing the Delhi Police (Appointment and Recruitment)
(Amendment) Rules, 2013.

No. F. 13/12/2003/HP-I /Estt./6705 - 6710, dated the 8" January, 2013,
publishing the Delhi Police (Appointment and Recruitment)
(Amendment) Rules, 2013.

No. F. 13/23/2009/HP-I /Estt./6711 - 6716, dated the 8" January, 2013,
publishing the Delhi Police (Appointment and Recruitment)
(Amendment) Rules, 2013.

No. E. 13/16/2003/HP-I /Estt./6717 - 6722, dated the 8" January, 2013,
publishing the Delhi Police (Appointment and Recruitment)
(Amendment) Rules, 2013.

F. No. 13/34/2009/HP-1/Estt/6723 to 6728, dated the 9" January, 2013,
publishing the Delhi Police (Appointment and Recruitment) Rules, 2013.

F. No. 13/33/2006/HP-1/Estt/6729 to 6734, dated the 9" January, 2013,
publishing the Delhi Police (Appointment and Recruitment)
(Amendment) Rules, 2013.
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(14)

15

(16)

an

(18)

19)

20)

IL

F. No. 13/23/2003/HP-1/Estt/6735 to 6740, dated the 9™ January, 2013,
publishing the Delhi Police (Appointment and Recruitment)
(Amendment) Rules, 2013.

F. No. 5/80/88/HP-1/Estt/6741 to 6746, dated the 9" January, 2013,
publishing the Delhi Police (Appointment and Recruitment)
(Amendment) Rules, 2013.

F. No. 13/14/2003/HP-I/Estt/6747 to 6752, dated the 9" January, 2013,
publishing the Delhi Police (Appointment and Recruitment)
(Amendment) Rules, 2013.

F. No. 13/21/2003/HP-I/Estt/6753 to 6758, dated the 9™ January, 2013,
publishing the Delhi Police (Appointment and Recruitment)
(Amendment) Rules, 2013.

F. No. 13/12/94/HP-I/Estt/6759 to 6764, dated the 9" January, 2013,
publishing the Delhi Police (Appointment and Recruitment)
(Amendment) Rules, 2013.

F. No. 16/03/2012/HP-1/Estt/6769 to 6774, dated the 9" January, 2013,
publishing the Delhi Police (Promotion and Confirmation) (Amendment)

Rules, 2013.

F. No. 16/5/2010/HP-1/Estt/3323 to 3326, dated the 21% September, 2012,
publishing the Delhi Police (Promotion and Confirmation) (Amendment)

Rules, 2012. [Placed in Library. For (1) to (20) See No. L.T. 9590/15/13]

A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following Notifications of the

Ministry of Home Affairs, under sub-section (2) of Section 2 of the Foreigners

Order, 1948:—

)

S.0. 994 (E), dated the 18" April, 2013, Appointing the Chief Immigration
Officer, Trichy as the “Civil Authority.”



Papers Laid [23 AUG, 2013] on the Table 355

2 S.0.995 (E), dated the 18™ April, 2013, Appointing the Chief Immigration
Officer, Coimbatore as the “Civil Authority.”
[Placed in Library. For (1) to (2) See No. L.T. 9764/15/13]

(3) S.0.996 (E), dated the 18™ April, 2013, Appointing the Chief Immigration
Officer, Nagpur as the “Civil Authority.”

@ S.0.998 (E), dated the 18™ April, 2013, Appointing the Chief Immigration

Officer, Pune as the “Civil Authority.”

(5)  S.0.999 (E), dated the 18™ April, 2013, Appointing the Chief Immigration

Officer, Jaipur as the “Civil Authority.”

6) S.0.997 (E), dated the 18™ April, 2013, Appointing the Chief Immigration
Officer, Mangalore as the “Civil Authority.”
[Placed in Library. For (3) to (6) See No. L.T. 9591/15/13]

III. A copy (in English and Hindi) of the Ministry of Home Affairs
Notification No. S.O. 2186 (E), dated the 18" July, 2013, publishing the Land Ports
Authority of India (Transaction of Business) Regulations, 2013, under Section 36
of the Land Ports Authority of India Act, 2010.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9592/15/13]

Notification of the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS AND THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PLANNING
(SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA): Sir, on behalf of my colleague, Shrimati Panabaka
Lakshmi, I lay on the Table, under Section 62 of the Petroleum and Natural Gas
Regulatory Board Act, 2006, a copy (in English and Hindi) of the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas Notification FE. No. PNGRB/CGD/REGULATIONS/REVIEW-
2011/2012-111, dated the 21* June, 2013, publishing the Petroleum and Natural Gas
Regulatory Board (Authorising Entities to Lay, Build, Operate or Expand City or
Local Natural Gas Distribution Networks) Amendment Regulations, 2013.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9474/15/13]
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Medium-term expenditure framework statement

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI NAMO
NARAIN MEENA): Sir, I lay on the Table, under Section 3(I)(IB) of the Fiscal
Responsibility and Budget Management Act, 2003, a copy (in English and Hindi) of
the Medium-term Expenditure Framework Statement (as on August, 2013).

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9480/15/13]
Notification of the Ministry of Home Affairs

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI
R.PN. SINGH): Sir, I lay on the Table—

I. A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following Notifications of the
Ministry of Home Affairs, under sub-section (3) of Section 141 of the Border

Security Force Act, 1968, along with delay statement:-

() GS.R. 806 (E), dated the 12™ November, 2011, publishing the Border
Security Force, Air Wing Officers (Group ‘A’ Combatised posts)

Recruitment Rules, 2011.

(2) GS.R. 317 dated the 19" November, 2011, publishing the Border Security
Force (Combatised Stenographers Cadre), Group ‘A’ and Group ‘B’

Posts, Recruitment Rules, 2011.

(3) GS.R. 341 dated the 24™ December, 2011, publishing the Border Security
Force, Medical Cadre, Group ‘C’ Posts (Combatised), Recruitment Rules,
2011.

4 GS.R.7 (E), dated the 11" January, 2012, publishing the Border Security
Force, Water Wing Group ‘A’ (Technical Staff), Recruitment Rules, 2012.

(5) GS.R. 4 (E), dated the 10™ January, 2012, publishing the Border Security
Force, Air Wing Non-Gazetted (Combatised), Group ‘B’ and Group ‘C’
Posts Recruitment Rules, 2012.

(6) GS.R. 10 dated the 14™ January, 2012, publishing the Border Security

Force, (Engineering/ Electrical) Group ‘B’ posts, Recruitment Rules, 2012.
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GS.R. 16 dated the 21* January, 2012, publishing the Border Security

Force, Combatised (Hindi Translators) Cadre Recruitment Rules, 2012.

G.S.R. 21st dated the 21* January, 2012, publishing the Border Security
Force (Printing Press Group ‘B’ and Group ‘C’ Posts) Recruitment Rules,

2012.

G.S.R. 25 dated the 28" January, 2012, publishing the Border Security
Force, Group ‘A’ (General Duty Officers) Recruitment Amendment Rules,

2012.

GS.R. 149 (E), dated the 15" March, 2012, publishing the Border Security
Force, General Duty Cadre (Non-Gazetted) Recruitment Rules, 2012.

GS.R. 150 (E), dated the 15" March, 2012, publishing the Border Security

Force, (Engineering/Electrical) Group ‘C’ posts Recruitment Rules, 2012.

G.S.R. 316 (E), dated the 24™ April, 2012, publishing the Border Security
Force, Air Wing Storeman Cadre Non-Gazetted (Combatised) Group ‘B’

and Group ‘C’ posts Recruitment Rules, 2012.

G.S.R. 326 (E), dated the 27" April, 2012, publishing the Border Security
Force, Water Wing, Group ‘B’ (Combatised Technical Staff) post,

Recruitment Rules, 2012.

GS.R. 331 (E), dated the 2™ May, 2012, publishing the Ministry of Home
Affairs, Border Security Force, Communication (Non-Gazetted) Cadre

Recruitment Rules, 2012.

G.S.R. 358 (E), dated the 14™ May, 2012, publishing the Border Security

Force, (Engineering Officers) Recruitment (Amendment) Rules, 2012.

G.S.R. 436 (E), dated the 8" June, 2012, publishing the Border Security
Force, Group ‘A’ (General Duty Officers) (Amendment) Recruitment
Rules, 2012.

G.S.R. 455 (E), dated the 15" June, 2012, publishing the Border Security
Force, Combatised Paramedics Group ‘C’ Posts Recruitment

(Amendment) Rules, 2012.
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(26)

G.S.R. 143 (E), dated the 16" June, 2012, publishing the Border Security

Force, Proof Reader Combatised Posts, Recruitment Rules, 2012.

G.S.R. 529 (E), dated the 4" July, 2012, publishing the Border Security
Force, Combatised Constable (Daftry) Group ‘C’ posts Recruitment
Rules, 2012.

G.S.R. 751 (E), dated the 8" October, 2012, publishing the Border Security
Force, Inspector (Librarian) (Combatised, Non-Gazetted, Group ‘B’ Posts)

Recruitment Rules, 2012.

G.S.R. 879 (E), dated the 6™ December, 2012, publishing the Border
Security Force Headquarters, Assistant Sub-Inspector (Draftsman Grade-

II), Operational Directorate (Combatised) Recruitment Rules, 2012.

GS.R. 14 (E), dated the 4" January, 2013, publishing Corrigendum to
Notification No. G.S.R. 149 (E), dated the 15" March, 2012.

G.S.R. 37(E), dated the 22" January, 2013, publishing the Border Security

Force, Combatised Para-Medical Staff Recruitment Rules, 2013.

G.S.R. 165 (E), dated the 12 March 2013, publishing the Border Security

Force, Water Wing Group ‘C’ Posts Recruitment Rules, 2013.

GS.R. 182 (E), dated the 21* March, 2013, publishing the Border Security
Force Headquarters Group ‘A’ and Group ‘B’ Posts (Non-combatised)

Recruitment Rules, 2013.

G.S.R. 206 (E), dated the 8" April, 2013, publishing the Border Security
Force, Combatised Assistant Sub-Inspector (Stenographer) and Head

Constable (Ministerial) Recruitment Rules, 2013.

[Placed in Library. For (1) to (26) See No. L.T. 9595/15/13]
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copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following Notifications of the

Home Affairs, under sub-section (3) of Section 155 of the Sashastra

Seema Bal Act, 2007, along with delay statement:—

)

@

©)

@

©)

©

0]

@®

G.S.R. 607 (E), dated the 9" August, 2011, publishing the Sashastra
Seema Bal Combatised Assistant Sub-Inspector (General Duty) Group ‘C’

posts Recruitment Rules, 2011.

G.S.R. 709 (E), dated the 22" September, 2011, publishing the Sashastra
Seema Bal Group ‘C’ Combatised (Non-Gazetted) Para-Veterinary Posts

Recruitment Rules, 2011.

G.S.R. 104 (E), dated the 23" February, 2012, publishing the Sashastra
Seema Bal Judge Attorney General (Deputy Inspector General),
Additional Judge Attorney General (Commandant), Deputy Judge
Attorney General (Deputy Commandant) and Judge Attorney (Assistant

Commandant) Recruitment Rules, 2012.

G.S.R. 49, dated the 25" February, 2012, publishing the Sashastra Seema
Bal, Combatised Para-Medical Staff, Group ‘B’ (Non-Gazetted) posts,

Recruitment Rules, 2012.

G.S.R. 348 (E), dated the 9" May, 2012, publishing the Sashastra Seema
Bal Combatised Medics Cadre (Non-professional) Group ‘B’ and ‘C’

posts Recruitment Rules, 2012.

GS.R. 356 (E), dated the 14" May, 2012, publishing the Sashastra
Seema Bal Combatised Communication Cadre Group ‘B’ Posts

Recruitment (Amendment) Rules, 2012.

GS.R. 357 (E), dated the 14" May, 2012, publishing the Ministry of
Home Affairs, Sashastra Seema Bal, Group ‘B’ Combatised Armourer

Cadre posts Recruitment Rules, 2012.

G.S.R. 530 (E), dated the 4™ July, 2012, publishing the Sashastra Seema
Bal Group ‘A’ Combatised (General Duty) Second-In-Command, Deputy

Commandant and Assistant Commandant posts Recruitment Rules, 2012.
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G.S.R. 571 (E), dated the 17™ July, 2012, publishing the Sashastra Seema
Bal Combatised (General Duty) Group ‘C’ posts Recruitment
(Amendment) Rules, 2012.

G.S.R. 179 dated the 28" July, 2012, publishing the Ministry of Home
Affairs Sashastra Seema Bal, Combatised Inspector (Veterinary) Non-

Gazetted Group ‘B’ Para-Veterinary Cadre Recruitment Rules, 2012.

G.S.R. 180 (E), dated the 28" July, 2012, publishing the Sashastra Seema
Bal, Combatised Inspector, Junior Hindi Translator, Ministerial (Non-

Gazetted) Group ‘B’ Post Recruitment Rules, 2011.

G.S.R. 235, dated the 29" September, 2012, publishing the Sashastra
Seema Bal Group ‘C’ Combatised (Non-Gazetted) Para-Veterinary Posts

(Amendment) Recruitment Rules, 2012.

G.S.R. 730 (E), dated the 29" September, 2011, publishing the Sashastra
Seema Bal Combatised Para-Medical Staff Group ‘C’ Posts Recruitment
Rules, 2011.

G.S.R. 254 dated the 20" October, 2012, publishing the Sashastra Seema
Bal, Combatised Constable (Driver) Group ‘C’ Posts Recruitment Rules,
2012.

G.S.R. 910 (E), dated the 20™ December, 2012, publishing the Sashastra
Seema Bal Group ‘A’ Combatised (Gazetted) Ministerial and Private

Secretary Cadre Post Recruitment Rules, 2012.

G.S.R. 17 (E), dated the 10" January, 2013, publishing the Sashastra
Seema Bal Group ‘A’ Combatised Veterinary Officers, Recruitment Rules,

2013.

GS.R. 68 (E), dated the 5" February, 2013, publishing the Sashastra
Seema Bal Combatised, Sub-Inspector (General Duty) Group ‘B’ Non-

Gazetted post, Recruitment Rules, 2013.
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GS.R. 178 (E), dated the 19™ March, 2013, publishing the Sashastra
Seema Bal, Assistant Sub-Inspector (Stenographer) and Head Constable

(Ministerial) Recruitment Rules, 2013.

GS.R. 179 (E), dated the 19" March, 2013, publishing the Sashastra
Seema Bal Combatised (Communication Group ‘A’ posts) Recruitment

Rules, 2013.

G.S.R. 350 (E), dated the 1% June, 2013, publishing the Ministry of Home
Affairs, Sashastra Seema Bal, Combatised Draughtsman Cadre (Group ‘B’

posts) Recruitment Rules, 2013.

G.S.R. 380 (E), dated the 18" June, 2013, publishing the Sashastra Seema
Bal Group ‘A’ Combatised (General Duty)Director General, Additional
Director General, Inspector General, Deputy Inspector General and

Commandant posts Recruitment Rules, 2013.

[Placed in Library. For (1) to (21) See No. L.T. 9594/15/13]

III. A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following Notifications of the

Ministry of Home Affairs, under Section 26 of the National Investigation Agency

Act, 2008:—

)

@

©)

S.0. 1164 (E), dated the 7" May, 2013, appointing the District Judge as
Judge to preside over the National Investigation Agency Special Court,

Ernakulam.

S.0. 1530 (E), dated the 14" June, 2013, conferring the powers to Shri
P. Vikraman and Shri V.K. Abdul Kader, Deputy Superintendents of
Police, National Investigation Agency under the Suppression of the
Unlawful Acts against Safety of Maritime Navigation and Fixed
Platforms on Continental Shelf Act, 2002.

S.0. 2078 (E), dated the 8" July, 2013, appointing the District and
Sessions Judge, Dehradun as Judge to preside over the National

Investigation Agency Special Court, Dehradun.
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@ S.0. 2079 (E), dated the 8" July, 2013, appointing the District and
Sessions Judge, Kozhikode as Judge to preside over the National

Investigation Agency Special Court, Kavaratti, Lakshadweep.

(5) S.0. 2080 (E), dated the 8% July, 2013, appointing the District and
Sessions Judge, Mohali, Punjab as Judge to preside over the National

Investigation Agency Special Court, Mohali.

6) S.0. 2108 (E), dated the 9" July, 2013, appointing the Principal Judge,
City Civil and Sessions Court Ahmedabad as Judge to preside over

Special Court in the State of Gujarat for the trial of Scheduled Offences.

(7) S.0. 2349 (E), dated the 2" August, 2013, appointment of Assistant
Public Prosecutor in the National Investigation Agency as Public
Prosecutors for conducting cases on behalf of the National
Investigation Agency before any trial court or appellate court or

revisional court.

[Placed in Library. For (1) to (7) See No. L.T. 9598/15/13]

IV. A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following Notifications of the
Ministry of Home Affairs, under sub-section (3) of Section 22 of the Central
Industrial Security Force Act, 1968:—

(1) GS.R. 287 (E), dated the 6" May, 2013, publishing the Central Industrial
Security Force, Fire Wing, Constable (Driver-cum-pump Operator)

Recruitment Rules, 2013.

(2) GS.R. 288 (E), dated the 6" May, 2013, publishing the Central Industrial
Security Force, Security Wing, Constable (Driver) Recruitment Rules,
2013.

[Placed in Library. For (1) to (2) See No. L.T. 9597/15/13]

V. A copy (in English and Hindi) of the Ministry of Home Affairs Notification

No. GS.R. 462 (E), dated the 4% July, 2013, publishing the Central Reserve Police

Force, Assistant Director (Official Language), Group ‘A’ (Non-combatised post)

Recruitment Rules, 2013, under sub-section (3) of Section 18 of the Central Reserve
Police Force Act, 1949.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9596/15/13]
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Report and accounts (2011-12) of the Lakshadweep Development Corporation
Limited (LDCL), Kavaratti, Lakshadweep and Veterinary Council of India,

New Delhi and related papers

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FOOD PROCESSING (SHRI
TARIQ ANWAR: Sir, I lay on the Table—

1.(i) A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers, under sub-
section (1) of Section 619A of the Companies Act, 1956: —

(a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Lakshadweep Development
Corporation Limited (LDCL), Kavaratti, Lakshadweep, for the year
2011-12, together with the Auditor’s Report on the Accounts and the

comments of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India thereon.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Corporation.

(2) Statement (in English and Hindi) giving reasons for delay in laying the
papers mentioned at (1) above.

[Placed in Library. For (1) to (2) See No. L.T. 9263/15/13]

(ii) A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers, under sub-

section (4) of Section 62 of the Indian Veterinary Council Act, 1984:—

1 (a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Veterinary Council of India, New
Delhi, for the year 2011-12, together with the Auditor’s Report on the

Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Council.

(2) Statement (in English and Hindi) giving reasons for the delay in laying the
papers mentioned at (1) above.

[Placed in Library. For (1) to (2) See No. L.T. 9262/15/13]
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L. Notification of the Minstry of Agriculture.

IL Report (2010-11) of the Central Agriculture University (CAU), Imphal,

Manipur and related papers

. Report (2010-11 and 2011-12) and Accounts of Different Corporations

and related papers.

IV. Statements giving reasons for the delay in not laying the annual
reports and annual accounts of different corporations in stipulated

time.
SHRI TARIQ ANWAR: Sir, I lay on the Table—

I. A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following Notifications of the
Ministry of Agriculture (Department of Agriculture and Cooperation), under sub-

section (2) of Section 4D of the Destructive Insects and Pests Act, 1914:—

(1) S.0. 1378 (E), dated the 28" May, 2013, publishing the Plant Quarantine

(Regulation of Import into India (Second Amendment) Order, 2013.

(2 S.0. 1531 (E), dated the 14" June, 2013, publishing the Plant Quarantine
(Regulation of Import into India (Third Amendment) Order, 2013.

[Placed in Library. For (1) to (2) See No. L.T. 9265/15/13]

IL A copy (in English and Hindi) of the Ministry of Agriculture
(Department of Agriculture and Cooperation), Notification No. S.0. 1110 (E), dated
the 2" May, 2013, publishing the Fertilizer (Control) Second Amendment Order,
2013, under sub-section (6) of Section 3 of the Essential Commodities Act, 1955.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9765/15/13]

III. A copy (in English and Hindi) of the Ministry of Agriculture (Department
of Agriculture and Cooperation) Notification No. GS.R. 474 (E), dated the 11" July,
2013, publishing the Insecticides (Amendment) Rules, 2013, under sub-section (3) of
Section 36 of the Insecticides Act, 1968.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9358/15/13]
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IV.(1) A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers, under sub-
section (3) of Section 29 and sub-section (4) of Section 30 of the Central Agricultural

University Act, 1992:—

(a) Annual Report of the Central Agricultural University (CAU), Imphal,
Manipur, for the year 2010-11.

(b) Annual Accounts of the Central Agricultural University, Imphal,

Manipur, for the year 2010-11, and the Audit Report thereon.

(¢) Review by Government on the working of the above University.

(2) Statements (in English and Hindi) giving reasons for the delay in laying

the papers mentioned at (1) (a) and b) above.

[Placed in Library. For (1) to (2) See No. L.T. 9264/15/13]

V.(1) A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers, under sub-
section (1) of Section 619A of the Companies Act, 1956:—

(@) (@) Forty-fifth Annual Report and Accounts of the Maharashtra Agro
Industries Corporation Limited, Mumbai, for the year 2010-11, together
with the Auditor’s Report on the Accounts and the comments of the

Comptroller and Auditor General of India thereon.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Corporation.

[Placed in Library. For (1) to (2) See No. L.T. 9600/15/13]

(i) (@ Forty-fifth Annual Report and Accounts of the Haryana Agro Industries
Corporation Limited, Panchkula, for the year 2011-12, together with the
Auditor’s Report on the Accounts and the comments of the Comptroller

and Auditor General of India thereon.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Corporation.

[Placed in Library. For (1) to (2) See No. L.T. 9357/15/13]
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(iii(@) Forty-sixth Annual Report and Accounts of the Punjab Agro Industries

(b)

Corporation Limited, Chandigarh, for the year 2011-12, together with the
Auditor’s Report on the Accounts and the comments of the Comptroller

and Auditor General of India thereon.

Review by Government on the working of the above Corporation.

(2) Statement each (in English and Hindi) giving reasons for the delay in

laying the papers mentioned at (1) above.

[Placed in Library. For (1) to (2) See No. L.T. 9600A/15/13]

VI. A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the Statements giving reasons for

the delay in not laying the Annual Reports and Annual Accounts of the following

Corporations, within the stipulated period :—

)

@

©)

@

®

©

Andhra Pradesh State Agro Industries Development Corporation Limited,
for the year 2011-12.

Bihar State Agro Industries Development Corporation Limited, for the
years 1988-89, 1989-90, 1990-91, 1991-92, 1992-93, 1993-94, 1994-95,
1995-96, 1996-97, 1997-98, 1998-99, 1999-2000, 2000-01, 2001-02, 2002-03,
2003-04, 2004-05, 2005-06, 2006-07, 2007-08, 2008-09, 2009-10, 2010-11
and 2011-12.

Himachal Pradesh Agro Industries Corporation Limited, for the years

2010-11 and 2011-12.

Jammu and Kashmir State Agro Industries Corporation Limited, for the
years 1998-99, 1999-2000, 2000-01, 2001-02, 2002-03, 2003-04, 2004-05,
2005-06, 2006-07, 2007-08, 2008-09 2009-10, 2010-11 and 2011-12.

Kerala Agro Industries Development Corporation Limited, for the years

2007-08, 2008-09, 2009-10, 2010-11 and 2011-12.

Madhya Pradesh State Agro Industries Development Corporation
Limited, for the year 2011-12.
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(7) Odisha Agro Industries Corporation Limited, for the year 2011-12.
[Placed in Library for (1) to (7) See No. L.T. 9356/15/13]

L  Notificaation of the Ministry of Railways

IL  Report (2011-12) and Accounts of the Bharat Wagon and Engineering
Company Limited (BWEC), Patna and related papers

III. Report (Year ending 31* March 2012) on the progress made in the

intake of scheduled castes and scheduled tribe

IV.  Report (2011-12) and Accounts of the Central for Railway Information
Systems (CSRI), New Delhi and related papers

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI ADHIR
RANJAN CHOWDHURY): Sir, I lay on the Table —

I. A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following Notifications of the
Ministry of Railways, under Section 199 of the Railways Act, 1989:—

() GS.R. 362 (E), dated the 7% June, 2013, publishing the Railway
Passengers (Cancellation of ticket and refund of fare) Amendment Rules,
2013.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9422/15/13]

2) GS.R. 526 (E), dated the 2" August, 2013, publishing the Railway
(Notices of and Inquiries into Accidents)Amendment Rules, 2013.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9623/15/13]

II. A copy (in Hindi only) of the Ministry of Railways Notification No.
GS.R. 404 (E), dated the 25" June, 2013, publishing corrigendum to Notification No
G.S.R. 362 (E), dated the 6" June, 2013.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9422/15/13]

III. (1) A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers, under sub-
section (1) of Section 619A of the Companies Act, 1956:—

(a) Thirty-third Annual Report and Accounts of the Bharat Wagon and
Engineering Company Limited (BWEC), Patna, for the year 2011-12,
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(b)

together with the Auditor’s Report on the Accounts and the comments

of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India thereon.

Review by Government on the working of the above Company.

(2) Statement (in English and Hindi) giving reasons for the delay in laying the

papers mentioned at (1) above.

IV.

)

@

@

©)

[Placed in Library. For (1) to (2) See No. L.T. 9425/15/13]

A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers:-

Report on the Progress made in the intake of Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes against vacancies reserved from them in Recruitment
and Promotion Categories on the Railways, for the year ending 31*

March, 2012.

Statement giving reasons for the delay in laying the papers mentioned at
(1) above.
[Placed in Library. For (1) to (2) See No. L.T. 9424/15/13]

Annual Report and Accounts of the Centre for Railway Information
Systems (CRIS), New Delhi, for the year 2011-12, together with the

Auditor’s Report on the Accounts.

Review by Government on the working of the above Centre.

Statement giving reasons for the delay in laying the papers mentioned
at (1) above.

[Placed in Library. For (1) to (3) See No. L.T. 9423/15/13]

Notification of the Minstry of Urban Development

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT

(SHRIMATI DEEPA DASMUNSI): Sir, I lay on the Table, under Section 102 of the

Metro Railways (Operation and Maintenance) Act, 2002, a copy each (in English and
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Hindi) of the following Notifications of the Ministry of Urban Development, along

with delay statement:-

(1) GS.R. 246 (E), dated the 18" April, 2013, publishing the Metro Railways
General Rules, 2013.

(2 GS.R. 247 (E), dated the 18" April, 2013, publishing the Opening of
Metro Railways for Public Carriage of Passengers Rules, 2013.
[Placed in Library. For (1) to (2) See No. L.T. 9389/15/13]

REPORTS (YEAR ENDING MARCH 2012) OF THE COMPTROLLER AND
AUDITOR GENERAL OF INDIA AND RELATED PAPERS

Reports (Year ending March 2012) of the Comptrollers and Auditor

General of India and related Papers

SHRI NAMO NARAIN MEENA: Sir, I lay on the Table, under clause (1) of
article 151 of the Constitution, a copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following

Reports:

(i) Report of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India for the year
ended March, 2012: No.15 of 2013: Union Government, Department of
Revenue — Direct Taxes.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9553/15/13]

@) Report of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India for the year
ended March, 2012: No.17 of 2013: Union Government - (Indirect Taxes-
Central Excise and Service Tax) (Compliance Audit);

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9554/15/13]

@iii) Report of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India for the year
ended March, 2012: No.18 of 2013: Union Government (Civil),
Performance Audit Report on ‘Preservation and Conservation of
Monuments and Antiquities’.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9555/15/13]
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PETITIONS

SHRI P. RAJEEVE (Kerala): Sir, I present the Hundred and Forty-sixth Report
(in English and Hindi) of the Committee on Petitions on the petition praying for
effective implementation of the concept of National Capital Region (NCR) to control
both land use and development of infrastructure in NCR so as to avoid any

haphazard development of the region.

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

Status of implementation of recommendations contained in the Fifty-
second Report of the Department-related Parliamentary Standing

Committee on Finance

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI NAMO
NARAIN MEENA): Sir, I make a statement regarding status of implementation of
recommendations contained in the Fifty-second Report of the Department-related
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Finance on the Demands for Grants (2012-13)

of the Department of Revenue, Ministry of Finance.

Status of implementation of recommendations contained in the
Fourteenth, Thirty-sixth and Fifty-fourth Reports of the Department-

related Parliamentary Standing Committee on Finance
SHRI SRIKANT JENA: Sir, I make the following statements regarding:-

@@ Status of implementation of recommendations contained in the
Fourteenth Report of the Department-related Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Finance on the Demands for Grants, for the year 2010-11

of the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation.

@) Status of implementation of recommendations contained in the Thirty-
sixth Report of the Department-related Parliamentary Standing Committee
on Finance on the Demands for Grants, for the year 2011-12, of the

Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation.
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@) Status of implementation of recommendations contained in the Fifty-
fourth Report of the Department-related Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Finance on the Demands for Grants, for the year 2012-13,

of the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation.

Status of implementation of recommendations contained in the Forty-sixth
Report of the Department-related Parliamentary Standing Committee

on Information Technology

SHRI MANISH TEWARI: Sir, I make a statement regarding status of
implementation of recommendations contained in the Forty-sixth Report of the
Department-related Parliamentary Standing Committee on Information Technology on

the Demands for Grants (2013-14) of the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting.

Status of implementation of recommendations contained in the Thirty-
ninth, Forty-second and Forty-eighth Reports of the Department-related

Parliamentary Standing Committee on Agriculture

SHRI TARIQ ANWAR: Sir, I make the following statements regarding:-

(@  Status of implementation of recommendations contained in the Thirty-
ninth Report of the Department-related Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Agriculture on the Action Taken by the Government on
the Twenty-first Report of the Committee on ‘Infrastructural Facilities for
Development of Food Processing Industries - An Evaluation’ of the

Ministry of Food Processing Industries.

(i) Status of implementation of recommendations contained in the Forty-
second Report of the Department-related Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Agriculture on the Demands for Grants (2012-13) of the

Ministry of Food Processing Industries.

@) Status of implementation of recommendations contained in the Forty-
eighth Report of the Department-related Parliamentary Standing

Committee on Agriculture on the Demands for Grants (2013-14) of the
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Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries, Ministry of

Food Processing Industries.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, let us take up admitted Zero Hour

mentions.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU (Karnataka): Sir, I have a point to make.
...(Interruptions)... Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, this is about the issue of missing files
related to the coal-gate issue and about the Prime Minister being there. I don’t know

what has happened to that assurance.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: We decided in the House yesterday that after
Zero Hour we would take clarifications or discussion, whatever it may be, and the
Government has assured that hon. Prime Minister would be available. That is an

assurance given. He has assured even now.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Why I have raised this issue is, if Zero Hour
goes up to 1.00 o’clock, then lunch is there and at 2.30 p.Mm. Private Members’ Bills

are there.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I think you were in the House when we decided
in the House yesterday that after Zero Hour the coal issue would be taken up and
after finishing that we would take up one Bill and later the Private Members’ Bills, if
time is available, or whatever the House decide then. That is the decision we took
yesterday. We will go by that. So, we will start coal discussion after Zero Hour and

we will continue it after lunch.

Now, we will take up admitted Zero Hour submissions.

...(Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI (Gujarat): Sir, I want to speak on the

issue of gang rape in Mumbai. ...(Interruptions)...



Matter raised [23 AUG, 2013] with permission 373

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Let me finish the admitted Zero Hour matters.
...(Interruptions)... 34 ST @ <

sft v @rt ([ER): e wET or f5 e Hiwr <9I OART ffgersr Avem W
2l

st Sugumfe: fUfacst @iem & v s Aifew awRdq 9ed & © 0§, 9
HHEY PRI J PHEISY PIP AR SEHIE S|

st & @rf § Afew e gem g1 L (xEwm)..
st Suvumfer aud! RIS IIRAT AEd @ g TS ®, 9 ey B} W@ B
(TFEF)... 99, B Sl H9 dier, 98 A7 R 1 That is being considered.

...(Interruptions)... It is under the consideration of the Chairman. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI K.C. TYAGI: Sir, it must be the property of the House.
...(Interruptions)... ¥ 919 WeT ¥ UJd @ ¢ | The whole House must know.

...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Tyagiji, there is a procedure. You have given
notice. That notice is under consideration of the Chairman, and you will get an

intimation as to what is being done. ...(Interruptions)... 39 fST
st FM @t W, IF 9ga AIRIE dHer 2l

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Every matter is important. & # $uice ¥ |
...(Interruptions)... Now, Shri Y.S. Chowdary.

MATTERS RAISED WITH PERMISSION

Serious problem arising after the announcement for bifurcation of

Andhra Pradesh

SHRI Y.S. CHOWDARY (Andhra Pradesh): Thank you, Mr. Deputy Chairman,
Sir, for giving me an opportunity to discuss about the same problem of Andhra
Pradesh. With deep anguish, I am really sad to talk about the same subject. Andhra
Pradesh is still under fire. I must first acknowledge my thanks to all the Members of
this House who have supported the cause of mine, what I have raised last week.
Andhra Pradesh situation, as a matter of fact, is like out of the frying pan into the

fire after Finance Minister’s last week statement. In fact, he has not gone
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an inch forward to resolve the problem. The way he has given replies to hon. LoP’s
question whether Telangana is being given or not, he has raised more confusion,
whatever it is. Today the situation is such that lakhs of people from all walks of life
like employees, farmers, students, lawyers, doctors, etc., are on the roads. They are
not going to offices. A big civil agitation has been started. As a matter of fact,
Road Transport Corporation has already stopped plying buses. Power-generating
units are on the verge of stopping generation. Nineteen Members of this House
from various parties have expressed their support and also concern about the cause
what is happening in the State of Andhra Pradesh. In spite of that, there was no
movement from the Government or the Ministry. We can wake up a sleeping man
but if a man is pretending to sleep, what else can we do? The Government never
bothered to bring back Bills relating to Lokpal or women’s reservation and so many
other Bills have been kept pending, but they are in a hurry to bring the Food
Security Bill, for which they are pushing all means. What is the need for food when
there will be no safety and security for the people themselves? In fact, there is no
support for that Food Security Bill also. There is no money. Everyone knows the

status of economy today.

Andhra Pradesh is virtually on the verge of a Constitutional failure, but
there is absolutely no action from the Government. After five days of protest in this
House, with great difficulty, we got the time to express our views. But
subsequently, we have adopted the Gandhian way to protest silently, but that has
led to further problems. You have not even allowed us to discuss the subject in the

Zero Hour for which we need to do...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay, time is over. Three minutes are over.

Now, Shri C.M. Ramesh to associate.
SHRI Y.S. CHOWDARY: *
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Chowdaryji, it is not going on record.
SHRI Y.S. CHOWDARY: *

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You don’t resign. My advice to you is not to

resign. ...(Interruptions)... See, we don’t want to miss a precious Member.

* Not recorded.
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...(Interruptions)... Please, sit. Chowdaryji, please take your seat. Now, Shri C.M.

Ramesh to associate.
SHRI Y.S. CHOWDARY: *

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is not going on record. ....(Interruptions)... It

is not going on record. ...(Interruptions)...

Mr. Subbarami Reddy, please take your seat. It is not going on record.

...(Interruptions)... Now, take your seat. Mr. Ramesh, are you associating?

SHRI C.M. RAMESH (Andhra Pradesh): Yes, Sir, I associate myself with the
matter raised by Shri Y.S. Chowdary.

Recent reply of the PMO on three files related to widow and daughter of
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose

SHRI KUNAL KUMAR GHOSH (West Bengal): Sir, I thank you for giving
me this opportunity. This is a very important, urgent and serious subject of three

files related to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.

Sir, the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) has recently refused to share three files
relating to “Widow and daughter of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’ (file numbers — 2/
67/56-71PM(Vol.1), 2/67/56-71PM(Vol.2) and 2/67/78-PM) to an applicant, Shri
Chandrachur Ghose, under the RTI Act of 2005 on the ground that this would
prejudicially affect relations with foreign countries and that it would affect the

sovereignty and integrity of India.

The PMO had earlier submitted to the Central Information Commission
that it holds 33 classified files including these three. Even earlier, in 2007, despite an
order of the CIC, the Ministry of Home Affairs refused to disclose all documents
pertaining to the Shah Nawaz Committee (1956) and the G.D.Khosla Commission
(1970-74) which had investigated the mysterious disappearance of Netaji on the
ground that it would lead to ‘serious law and order problem in the country,

especially in West Bengal’.

* Not recorded.
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Could the hon. Prime Minister and hon. Home Minister kindly inform the
House about the exact nature of threat to our sovereignty, national integrity and
relations with foreign countries that the Government is apprehensive of on account
of information on a national hero, whom the Government believes to have died 68

years ago?

I would also like to use this opportunity to highlight the fact that six
decades after independence, India does not have a proper declassification policy for
historical documents. Hence, the declassification exercise remains ad hoc and
depends on whims of the concerned Ministry. Sir, please feel the historic call of

voice of Bengal.*
‘Give me blood, I will give you freedom’.

Sir, now, we are independent but we have no information about the last days
of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. So, through you, I appeal to the Government to
please inform the House and the nation about this particular file related to Netaji

Subhash Chandra Bose. Thank you.

DR. BARUN MUKHERII (West Bengal): Sir, I associate myself with the issue
raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU (Karnataka): Sir, I would also like to associate

myself with this issue raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI VIVEK GUPTA (West Bengal): Sir, I associate myself with the issue
raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI D. BANDYOPADHYAY (West Bengal):: Sir, I associate myself with the

issue raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI ANIL MADHAV DAVE (Madhya Pradesh): Sir, I associate myself with

the issue raised by the hon. Member.

DR. NAJMA A. HEPTULLA (Madhya Pradesh): Sir, I also associate myself

with the issue raised by the hon. Member.

* Hon. Member spoke in Bengali.
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SHRI MD. NADIMUL HAQUE (West Bengal): Sir, I associate myself with the

issue raised by the hon. Member.

DR. BHARATKUMAR RAUT (Maharashtra): Sir, I associate myself with the

issue raised by the hon. Member.

SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI (Gujarat): Sir, I associate myself with the

issue raised by the hon. Member

Gang rape of woman journalist in Mumbai

SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI (Gujarat): Sir, I stand before you and
before this august House to bring to the attention of this august House the brutal
gangrape of a 22-year-old photo journalist in the Maximum City, the so-called
financial capital of India, Mumbai. I am told that the girl was brutally gangraped in
Shakti Mill Compound, an area which is designated for re-development, and, I am
told that there was absolutely no security around. I am also told that the so-called
elements which indulge in illegal activities found space and shelter in that
compound. The question that I ask through you, Sir, is that in the knowledge of
such illegal activities, in the knowledge of such persons stationed in such places,
what kind of security measures were provided by the Mumbai police. &1 T T8

R gfrd B I &2 I AT Bl SAE 3@ qP A H ST

I raise this concern before you because, consistently, for the past two
years as a Member of Parliament, I was told that this is the House of the People, by
the People, for the People, and, it is for the People that I speak today, I speak with
a lot of angst because many of my questions have gone unanswered, many of the
concerns that I raised have been unaddressed. This is not an incident which has to
be viewed in isolation. Four days ago, in a local train in Mumbai, a female foreign
visitor was attacked with blade. A month ago, a girl in Bandra was made an acid
attack victim. Sir, the question is till how long, will we quietly and mutely remain

spectators to the rising crime against women?

Sir, every time, such an outrageous incident happens, representatives of

the Government of India come out and give a sound bite as to how unfortunate the
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incident is. They assure the people of India that we have passed a law in this
House which will ensure greater protection. What we do not tell the people of
India, Sir, is that the Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill, 2013 cannot be implemented
with retrospective effect. What we do not tell the people of the country is that the
law and amendment in itself provide no deterrence to those who indulge in activities

of crime against women.

Sir, I would like to quote the National Crime Records Bureau Report and
statistics with regard to rising crime against women. It is horrifying to know that in
every hour in our country, over 2.84 cases of rape are reported. This is the
statistical data. Sir, out of these, only 33 per cent complaints are converted into

FIRs. It is unfortunate that the National Capital, Delhi. ..(Interruptions)..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Time is over. ..(Interruptions).. It is not being

recorded. ..(Interruptions)..
SHRI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI:*

DR. VJAYLAXMI SADHO (Madhya Pradesh): Sir, in the State of Madhya

Pradesh... ..(Interruptions)..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, please. ..(Interruptions).. Why do you

interfere? ..(Interruptions).. Why do you interfere? ..(Interruptions)..
SHRI AVINASH RAI KHANNA (Punjab): It is your subject. ..(Interruptions)..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You should supportt this. ..(Interruptions).. Why
do you interfere? ..(Interruptions).. What are you doing? ..(Interruptions).. Don’t
do that. Please sit down. ..(Interruptions).. What are you doing? ..(Interruptions)..
What is this? Mr. Rajeev Shukla, why is she interfering? ..(Interruptions).. You sit

down. ..(Interruptions)..

SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI: Sir, my suggestion is that if a woman is

raped, it has to be... .. (Interruptions)..

* Not recorded.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no. ..(Interruptions).. Please. Now,

ST ST U, gAYeell (¥ UQE): W, YT BT HER § ..(TIEM)... ... You should

not oppose it. ..(Interruptions)..
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You can associate. ..(Interruptions)..
DR. NAJMA A. HEPTULLA: Sir, I took this matter ..(Interruptions)..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: All those who associate can be added

..(Interruptions)..

DR. NAJMA A. HEPTULLA: Support us. ..(Interruptions).. You should not

oppose it. ..(Interruptions)..

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU (Karnataka): Sir, ask the Minister of State for
Home to take note of the sentiments and tell the Maharashtra Government to do

something. ..(Interruptions)..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I would request the Minister of State for Home

to take note of this serious incident and come back to the House. ..(Interruptions)..

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS
(SHRI R.P.N. SINGH): I will come back to the House, Sir. ..(Interruptions)..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You support this. Isn’t it? ..(Interruptions)..

ST, oot ant # e | BT W #R e g ¢ dfed Al &
Uiy AR § FR S W Tl (@) § sF6l ad b1 8 9Hdd dR @ g
..(ATE)...

st Suwwmufer. snu dfsg.. dfsyl (@), s $ER S, @ifdgl
...(a@am)... No, no, please. ..(Interruptions).. You support this. ..(Interruptions).. Sit

down. ..(Interruptions).. Please ..(Interruptions).. You are not permitted.

..(Interruptions)..

SHRI R.P.N. SINGH: As you have directed, Sir, I will come back to the House

with regard to the matter raised by the hon. Member. ..(Interruptions)..

* Not recorded.
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ot FEd Igadl (@ URR): W), A 9Ewl SAal 9id &1 9He dRIE
Tl (@@eE).. 7 Ry 98w @ T (@9ue).. 39 v @ e @ fawg
T g A L (@EE).. H gewn figwe A WEeW el WRE . (@Eum)..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: There is no politics in this. ..(Interruptions)..
There is no politics in this. ..(Interruptions).. All of us are concerned.
..(Interruptions)..

Mt . dPA TG AR, BH R BE [ © AR I AN R A E 82
...(TTET)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no, it is not going on record.

..(Interruptions).. , afsg. dfsw.. dfsgl . (@r@Eem)...... If you have to say
anything, you give notice. ..(Interruptions).. Not now. ..(Interruptions).. You can

give notice. ..(Interruptions)..

3T, oot @t W) (@9u)..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Sadhoji, you can give notice. ..(Interruptions)..

Afew. Tl (@M. T AR S aifav] . (cEr)...

SHRIMATI MAYA SINGH (Madhya Pradesh): We all associate, Sir.

..(Interruptions).. We all associate, Sir. ..(Interruptions)..

sft ereflt eFar sl (faew): ~

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Only what Mr. Shanta Kumar says will go on
record. Nothing else will go on record. ..(Interruptions).. 3ma & dfSy.. 3my

fey.. I < Sfswl ..(ceEm)...
1. facraeredt wmwt: -

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: What do you want? ..(Interruptions).. You are
not permitted. Sit down. ..(Interruptions).. You are not permitted. Sit down.
..(Interruptions).. Fury St Afsvl . (@eem)... dfst.. emu e dfsvl
...(STET). ..

* Not recorded.
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THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (SHRI ARUN JAITLEY): Sir, this is a
serious incident. The Minister of State for Home Affairs is here. Does he have any

information to give to the House in this regard?

SHRI R.P.N. SINGH: It is extremely unfortunate and tragic, the incident that
has happened in Mumbai. As everybody in this House is aware, law and order is a
State subject. We have asked the State Government for a detailed report of the
incident that took place. We have directed the Government of Maharashtra to take
immediate action and arrest those people who are accused in this case and mete out
the harshest punishment to them. As soon as I have the report from the

Maharashtra Government, I will come back to the House.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri Shanta Kumar. ..(Interruptions)..

SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI: Sir, please allow me to seek only one
clarification from the hon. Minister. ..(Interruptions).. Sir, since I raised this issue,
please allow me to seek one clarification from the hon. Minister. ..(Interruptions)..

The clarification is with regard to ..(Interruptions)..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, please. ..(Interruptions)..

SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI: Sir, only one clarification from the hon.

Home Minister, since I raised the issue. ..(Interruptions)..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He has told that he will come back to the

House. ..(Interruptions)..

SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI: I am raising this issue in context of the
statement made by the hon. Home Minister in this House, Sir. ..(Interruptions)..

Hon. Home Minister, last year, you are very much a witness to *

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no, that is not allowed. ..(Interruptions)..

That is not going on record. ..(Interruptions)..

SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI: *

* Not recorded
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members ..(Interruptions).. He will come
back to the House with the latest position. That is enough. ..(Interruptions).. He
will come back to the House. ..(Interruptions).. 1 have given my ruling.
..(Interruptions).. Now, Shri Shanta Kumar, please. ..(Interruptions)..Only what Shri
Shanta Kumar says will go on record. ...(Interruptions)... It is not going on record.

...(Interruptions)...

st wclter o fsm (SR usE): ¢
N wEd agadt ¢

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is not going on record. ...(Interruptions)...
Shri Shanta Kumar, I called you. ...(Interruptions)... Shri Shanta Kumar, I called
you. ...(Interruptions)... It is not going on record. ...(Interruptions)... 1 will call
you. ...(Interruptions)... Your chance will come. ...(Interruptions)... Your name is

there. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Don’t take the name of any other State.

...(Interruptions)... Don’t bring politics in this. ...(Interruptions)...

Mr. Chaturvedi, don’t bring politics in this. ...(Interruptions)... It is not going

on record. ...(Interruptions)...
ST UM BIPR (RTSRAM): *
#ft dr R -
st wgfer fes g
s Wt o= fem -
st wwEa agddt -
st wmm R -
it 3l IFav IRt -

* Not recorded
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Don’t bring politics in this. ...(Interruptions)...
Smritiji, please go back. ...(Interruptions)... Don’t bring politics in this.
...(Interruptions)... Don’t bring politics in this. ...(Interruptions)... That is not
going on record. ...(Interruptions)... 1 have not permitted you. ...(Interruptions)...
I have permitted only Shri Shanta Kumar. ...(Interruptions)... 1 have called only Shri
Shanta Kumar. ...(Interruptions)... You give notice. ...(Interruptions)... Shri

Chaturvedi, please. ...(Interruptions)... Shri Chaturvedi, please. ...(Interruptions)...
AT . (mauF)... g o W STl . (@maum)... "9 fiw oo, Sferl 9 R S, emw
i AfsTl . (=aur)... emu v AT L (=mewme).. IR g S afsyl S Syl

...(Interruptions)... Mr. Balagopal, please. ...(Interruptions)... Mr. Balagopal, I am
on my legs. ...(Interruptions)... 1 am requesting ...(Interruptions)... dx f&g <0
IfSTl . (aE)... mu SfSUL.(au ). g W Syl .(=@@e).. 1 request you,
hon. Members, please don’t bring politics into ...(Interruptions)... heinous crimes.
...(Interruptions)... 1 am telling everybody. ...(Interruptions)... 1 will come to that.
...(Interruptions)... Let me complete. ...(Interruptions)... Let me complete.
...(Interruptions)... ~ Let me complete. ...(Interruptions)... Let me complete.
...(Interruptions)... The mention, which is allowed here, refers to something which
has happened in a particular State. If hon. Members have complaints about any
other State, they can give notice. It will be permitted. ...(Interruptions)... It will be
permitted. ...(Interruptions)... You can give notice, that is all. ...(Interruptions)...
Please. ...(Interruptions).... Shri Shanta Kumar, are you speaking?
...(Interruptions)... Chaturvediji, please. ...(Interruptions)... Do you want me to
adjourn the House? ...(Interruptions)... If you want me to adjourn the House, I will
do that. ...(Interruptions)... If you want me to adjourn the House, I will do that.
...(Interruptions)... Otherwise, allow Shri Shanta Kumar to speak.
...(Interruptions)... Javadekarji, please. ...(Interruptions)... Shri Shanta Kumar,
please start speaking. ...(Interruptions)... Otherwise, I will call the next speaker.

...(Interruptions)... Shri Shanta Kumar, please speak. ...(Interruptions)...

Acquisition of Indian Pharmaceutical companies by foreign companies

through Brownfield route

sft e pER (fRmmEe UQen): SU9MMfa WElRd, oSl YRd $ gdls e &
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EIIIRSIIC I

fau # ge wer gon gl #Weley, faqull Tdrs $E[i 4R B &ds HHCED Bl
e @ 8 e oRU 4R § gargdl WM BM gl €1 dga W feEh
PR 9 ARG @I WoIl P Pl OGS O SFET BEA W OGS B, AT
P 9 gad b 96 gHl &1 URA P gdrs U fqwg H oswofl 8 W g
P BE™AT PEI ST 21 ARG B! HHGET 200 SN DI AT 40 BIR PRIS BUY
P garsdl b1 R A E1 s WHI 60 UCE & ASHd UGIURR Bl T g |
ITHT e T8 GRSl YR P W i S darell © SAY 9Rd Bl dred
A &b fau el srufai su teier SEE ¢ fiy WRd @l et el
B EWg W@ g, W®ife WeR T 100 WA UGRNE JifcHfed WU | aeT Wies
d W SR U wies A A YE BB, TP PRUT ARG I qdrgdi HEW BRI

SUHYUfY o, e IR H SRSyl feudde 3 ok wrRey fawmr 3 fRn
ghe @I M|y HA SN A d8% dells R IS PEl b FST Wles H oM A
ARA & HACE B WE & SifcHfcd we W Py A Sl I WR uueied
Th A e 91 e B WfEw #adl 9 sl Rud 13 a8 @1 &) fh g9
TR P AR ffepa d9 fear S R 17 dN@ &1 wuE H#A S 9 d98%
gAY R AR UOSed Bl AR RA B ARy I AT L (@ee)... U Udh
Gl dh SE UUIoled Bl URST Y@ WRey faurT sEel Ry e} YEl g, Semsad
feurdde sa@r foRlg &R @1 21 s9d R H Vfenw 9d 9 ghfmw Rud @ g,
TEP grg W [T UUSTed Bl fFolRR BRE Bl IR @ S Yl T SHGl gRume
g B fo wrd d§ faeo ewfry gics <oyl o9 R 8k 9RRe Wl <drsyi
g @ B S (W @t EdY).. gise garsal 80 Yo wedl ferht €1 swferg
W WHR A FRE 2 5 59 Baa @1 amw faar smgl

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is not going on record. ...(Interruptions)...
it e HER

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is not going on record. ...(Interruptions)...

Names of those who associate will be noted.

# gk goT (3fifeRm): Helew, § sHA SMUH AUB WEE dRAT g |

* Not recorded.
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$it JAfRETeT T @ (UNTE): HElgd, § gEd UM Udl ARE  BRAl gl

3 BT SESHY (AERT): Heled, § TAd AU UD! AHE DIl gl
DR. BHARATKUMAR RAUT (Maharashtra): I also associate.
SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI (Gujarat): I also associate.

DR. C.P. THAKUR (Bihar): I also associate.

3t 7T sRIR (TR uew): H8lqy, § TUA AU IUBl ARE DI gl

siFelt fovrem weag e (RAme uqen: #8icy, d SO UN Udl g PR
g
SOME HON. MEMBERS: We also associate

...(Interruptions)...

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU (Karnataka): Sir, it is a very serious issue.
...(Interruptions)... The recommendation of the Standing Committee has been
bypassed. ...(Interruptions)... What is happening? The hon. Health Minister is

sitting here. ...(Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is up to the Government. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Please, Sir, it is not a political issue.
...(Interruptions)... It is a very serious issue. ...(Interruptions)... It is not a political
issue. ...(Interruptions)... It is an issue concerning the common man of the country.

I request the Health Minister to please take note of it. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: How can the Health Minister reply to this?

...(Interruptions)...

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: I am making a request. ...(Interruptions)... A
senior Member, former Chief Minister and former Central Minister raised an issue.
...(Interruptions)... I am requesting Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad to do something about it.

...(Interruptions)...
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You can bring it to the notice of the Finance

Minister. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: The Ministry has opposed this and now if this
is being overruled, it will hurt the interests of the common man of the country. Why
should we go out of the way to support multinational companies? Please take note

of this and assure us. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay. Now, Shri Rama Chandra Khuntia.

...(Interruptions)...

Lack of basic amenities in certain districts of Odisha despite

KBK scheme

SHRI RAMA CHANDRA KHUNTIA (Odisha): Sir, the much-hyped KBK
(Kalahandi-Balangir-Koraput) scheme completed 18 years, but a large number of

people are still deprived of basic amenities.

The KBK, comprising Koraput, Nabarangpur, Malkanagiri and Rayagada,
Sonepur and Balangir and Kalahandi and Nuapada districts, is one of the poorest
and most backward regions of the country. Before 90s, Shri Rajiv Gandhi, the then
Prime Minister of India, also wanted to give a special programme to it. It was his
vision to take up KBK project and during the time of Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao, a
long-term action plan for KBK was launched on August 18, 1995, with the objective
of alleviating hunger and for the development of this area. The programme, however,
could not succeed due to slow flow of funds in the beginning. The Centre re-
launched the programme in 1998-99 as a revised long-term action plan with some
structural changes. Besides, the State Government also launched Biju KBK Yojana
and the Centre also has 16 flagship programmes, but all these programmes could not
do anything for the development of this area, and the implementing machinery of the

State Government has completely failed to implement this programme.

The Centre also approved the proposal for continuing the special plan

for KBK in 2012-13 with an allocation of Rs.250 crore. This Government has spent
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more than Rs.1,963 crores for the KBK scheme, but people still migrate to other
States for their livelihood and wages. The woeful situation in a few regions can be
gauged from the fact that people bring patients to hospital by boat in Nakesjor
village of Kalahandi’s Thuamul Rampur block because there is no road. In rainy
season, they can’t cross the river due to over flowing water and patients are left to

fend for themselves.

In remote pockets of Lanjigarh block people are still using stream and
river water for drinking purposes. Roads, healthcare, education and electricity are
still a far cry. The State Government machinery has completely failed to provide any

relief to the poor people.

I want to know from the Government why the Chief Secretary rank officer
of the KBK is sitting in Bhubaneswar. Why has his office not been shifted to the
KBK area? Why is the Western Development Council functioning in Bhubaneswar?
Why is he not shifting to the Western Odisha area? Why is the Central University,

Koraput functioning from Bhubaneswar? I demand* ..(Interruptions)..
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Over. Not going on record. Shri M.P. Achuthan.

Difficulties being faced by the people of Kerala due to making Aadhaar
Card mandatory for availing subsidy on LPG cylinder

SHRI M.P. ACHUTHAN (Kerala): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, in Kerala the
public sector oil companies have announced that to get LPG subsidy consumers
have to produce Adhaar-linked bank account. So, for every Government’s benefit,
Adhaar card is becoming mandatory. Now, this is in complete violation of the
assurance given by the Government to the Parliament. On 8th May, 2013, vide
U.Q.No0.6678, the hon. Minister, Shri Rajeev Shukla gave an assurance in the Lok
Sabha. I quote what he has said, “Aadhaar Card is not mandatory to avail
subsidised facilities being offered by the Government like LPG cylinders, admission
in private aided schools, opening a savings account, etc.” This was the assurance
given to the Parliament. I do not know who has given the power to the public sector

oil companies to say that if you want to get subsidy on LPG, Aadhaar-linked bank

* Not recorded.
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[Shri M.P. Achuthan]

account must be there. In Kerala thousands of people do not have Aadhaar cards.
Those who have registered themselves for the Aadhaar cards did not get. I want to
give an example of my personal experience. Last year, 30th September, my wife and
myself registered for Aadhaar cards. We stood in the queue for three hours. Till
today, we did not get Aadhaar cards. This is not an isolated case. Thousands of
people in Kerala who have registered themselves do not receive Aadhar cards. The
Government is spending hundred crores of rupees on the UIDAI project. The
Government is not serious whether people are getting Aadhaar cards or not. They
are ensuring only how to deny subsidy to the people. Under the pretext of making

Aadhaar card mandatory, the Government is denying the subsidy to the people

SHRI D. RAJA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, I associate myself with the issue raised by

my colleague. ..(Interruptions)...

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN (West Bengal): Sir, I also associate myself with
the issue raised by my colleague. It is a serious issue. By making the Aadhaar card

mandatory for getting subsidy, the Government is excluding the deserving people.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It has already been recorded. ..(Interruptions)...
You have associated. ..(Interruptions).. Next, Shri Ram Vilas Paswan. Yes, you all are

associating yourself. ...(Interruptions).. 3it IMRT URIET:

sft Y uaE (QER): Suayafa St (@), omen fime ar sad a9
g WH B T R.(TAE)... SHB! Sl BRIST| . (TIET). .

sft suwrvmufer: srmu et «fsyl L (=@e). Please take your seat.

...(Interruptions)...

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: The Government must respond, Sir.

...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: For every Zero Hour submission, how can the
Government respond? ...(Interruptions)... It has been taken note of by the

Government. ...(Interruptions)... It is taken note of by the Government.
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SHRI D. RAJA: Let the Minister respond. ...(Interruptions)...

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS AND THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PLANNING
(SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA): Sir, the hon. Member has raised a very important issue.
I have, in response to a question, already said that it would not be made
mandatory. It is not mandatory. If any public sector is doing it wrongly, we will

correct it.

Demand for early passing of the Amendment Bill pertaining to

reservation for Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribes

3t IR uREE (ER): Suawmfa Sff, onft S Yeyes dRerisges gTged/
LA, &1 Rdes & 8 Taa< Sfiex 9 T el g1 TAH TRl b1 Sl BRY
g, Suq 9l Tdl P dew e €, SuH va-fquer & weww wife €1 89 @ 8
qel W OGGR H B} e € B gwe fAy Ve S Sigl ¥El sy |9 W fae
ol Bl T ®, Wfe SWd el 4 B A8l Sl WA g, el fewr W gl
sa®T AdeT g gom ¥ f wEem # o gw wfmfadt 2 sad Radwm wd ax
fear @ g1 ghm @i 9 W ot e Some # SWel W e} w7, R
TS I8 g’ & P TP AP HWI EAMI B e 2| b Al TARI THLAL/CALL
Ufemie ®RA ® doe gs of, fwH Wil 9ew dige ¥ BRI ugel AFT Al A8
g 5 degcs Irenlsges glwed & fag S Rgdem difest 8, S opfl wae+e
e & I B T, IWHI Q¥ Yae & wU H URVE fHa SQl sE@e 9| SHd!
ISy 9 H ST SN 3R @ FHH! Vs 9 H el S Al Bl BloA B
d O @ AGR TE BN gERI, BARI IE HEA ¢ (& vHRE H RodeE aren
ST AMer B, g8 ft 39 Wed ¥ UN B T ¥, ofbd I8 yERE A Rodem arer
AT TR EISW W ocdl gAT T, SAGY BH AEI € [ WHR SU U BRI
WRRfIE iR g wWREfad &1 St amer 2, 9 w® @i 3 Some e g,
IAB AP W UE b AN s Ve ol BH 39 9 b g9 ¢ fd fUvd AR A
q S dFaM 2, S9 dHar B R B fewn § B FdaE! T8 @ w2, e
PRI Sl YePes dREASYes Se/HLALAL & AN §, ISP el dedl S T8l
gl B WeR W I AW IR B BAR UEel A ¥ 5 deges IrerIsyes
s P Sl REdeE &1 Vg 8, SUPl Slee A Seq UIRG dR SR 9 d vsgd A
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EIRRGICIR IR R EIR!

WPHR Reg UM R a1 I wer Ry Udem amr T8 axdl 8, a1 Sad
fau dfgus # deNgd @MWl UH RE A B9 WK A AN IR ® § & Fon e
A HREUT B1 U@ Bl ARy, SYRSRRRT # SReEv @ ogaRel Ml WSy, clfhd
T WE g Rafd 21 onfft S BAR aawm 9w SiRew o §fea €, ' Sl
gREE o WEd & (& Swi HEl & S dex dwE b A g, Ueges dRe/
FH T R STH d9 Sfaa ufaffra e smoo L (cgaem)..

ot Suaumfer A NdX | IMURT WHY WA B T B

SHRI D. RAJA : Sir, I associates myself with this issue.

sft erelt eFar s (ER): Suwyvmfy <N, a8 < R9dy™ &1 Aen g, I8
b dreges PRe/dlsyes glged ®I AW el 8, dfed SN b1 Wl HAHer 21
..(STFET)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yes, all those who are associating, their names
may be added. All the names ...(Interruptions)... There is almost unanimity in the
House. Now. Dr. Prabha Thakur. ...(Interruptions)... All names should be added.

...(Interruptions)...

Y 3relt IEAR IR *

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is not going on record. ...(Interruptions)... It
is not going on record. I have called Dr. Prabha Thakur. ...(Interruptions)... On
every subject you are standing up and shouting. ...(Interruptions)... On every
subject you are doing it. Don’t do like this. ...(Interruptions)... You are a senior

Member, Ansariji. ...(Interruptions)...

ft YEfe grgar;

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is not going on record. There is no use in
saying it. It is not going on record. ...(Interruptions)... ¥, TIR B F& HIAT

ST UMT SPR (RORYM): SURHUfd S, § W Pl og9H ddg PRl gl

* Not recorded.
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St age wRd ([OTerE): SydHfa Sf, # W@ Pl ogdd Hag eRdl g |

S0 foreedt @t @e yew): Sywwfa Sf, § w@d P s ddg bRal gl

St ot wifew (FERTS): Suwwnfa Sf, d§ W #l s9d ddg el gl

3ft e RGBT VU] (3T USE): SUNHHfT S, # Wd @1 gEW Wdg  ewdl
g

# Wolld AR (3IRES): SyA9Ufd S, # @ P gEd Hdg dRal gl

ST U PAR qeR[Y (FRES): ST S, § WA B 39d ddg el g |
Y I FUE Aed (MER): Suqwmfa i, § @@ P sEd dag dRal gl

AT FE e § S WAl qRAT AT WA 7 I WA (3h i e
W, 3@ A # SRSl BEF HAA T Ad ww # gE ek © fiwr ¥ fF
WPR 396 RY & fag gia s § o1 @& & 3R PR a8l 4 $© 781 g, ol
B g H g AU P 9| U SwH Wge 98l $El gl

sft Suwwly: ST UW SIP] | L.(REUM).. IHAemd Si, SMUGT WHI W &
T A dfSYl T UMWl SIgR | . (FEU)... IMEAE S, ™ dfdy,  UdET FHI
T B AT IMUGl TWERY e T, eudl iR wr =R

Alleged rape of a girl by a saint

T YT SIHRY (TORI): SUHHUT AEed, o2 Wfd s S dled, 9" §8”
A BRI g8 did, @is Al dldd, dfed Sl Al U F1 "AHen s v oar e o
Afeen & ufq A9 QYO HT WS BT ¥, 98 @R NS A B, " URW H# OE,
feeet o 81, oo H Bl @l Al 8, 8 Wadl SHB! Hel &1 HRAD AMBY|
ST ISFfae AewWld T8l BT WEY iR gHH QX Wed Bl UH Bl SfMars sl
ofey, § I8 SEe @Rl g | BH el doH HRAl ARy R T W IS
T8 B =Ryl s SRl & W # @R WeEd SR WRGR BT LM b bR
8¢ UH dgd TR HHA Bl AR AP &M faaArm @edl g1 e avE A @
(). g @ Sfqal €, fepe wHS WUl ¥ d UP A9 F WU H AW S

* Expunged as ordered by the Chair
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g1 W, 9 b1 9gd FS1 Sl g BRAl § AR AG bl B Py Afdd IR 39
We & foFe o d fow g € ue AEifert gl % A1 gard’R @i, A
B g8 B fHar S el dge, usel S gden 4 ®El {6 9 g8l SiEuR
q 9 @ T8, SEfe o gfe @1 WAt o M T, SR @ GRUE RS @1
wede I & f6 9 89 feq @@ 9, oF g & oAfde @1 fl Wede Imr ©
L(@IEE).. 9 S9 w® fow €2 afe 9 e € (@eum). W), d 3Rl @)
ARG BT ATed, Sl ARA™ 6d |9l $ MG orme &, e del & e @l
Aq P Glel IAR Bl @Y AR IE Sl SABr €, g8 o A H Sl &
A T @Ryl sHe W g, ¢ S 9@ @) "eW a1 €, U Afen gex
(I, 9 I8 HE B B ..(TIUM)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Don’t take names unnecessarily.
..(Interruptions).. No, no, don’t take those names. ..(Interruptions).. Don’t take the
name of" . That is expunged. ..(Interruptions).. This is expunged. Don’t bring

those names. ..(Interruptions).. It is expunged. ..(Interruptions)..

sft Ioftg gaw vl (RER): onft @ @ Se on ..(=aem)...

B UM SIHY: SIPT FWTHS AT §..(RAGLF)..* HT FCcHS (T ¢
(MY W, WeHe A © 6 g1 6d FAS L (@EaUH).. ¢ T g8 $el § (b
. GES (@GU).. 6 IRGY W U@ SNl (ST

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I will go through the record. Don’t make

allegations. ..(Interruptions)..

ST UMT S1pR: afid Wk H o & f6 ¢ q ®er § 6 dAfe a @it i

St & Raemp diad €, sAfAY ..(FEm)...

DR. NAJMA A. HEPTULLA (Madhya Pradesh): Sir, I want your protection.
She started her speech in a positive manner. ..(Inferruptions).. When she said that
there should be no politics on this issue, she herself is making it political.

..(Interruptions)..

* Expunged as ordered by the Chair
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: 1 will go through the record. If she has
mentioned about Sant Samaj, it is expunged. ..(Interruptions).. Don’t take names.

..(Interruptions)..

sft vl gam &S AU Yl 9rd bs el off, 'w a4l amud W@y ©
...(STaE). .

1. UWT SIGY: S cdie e g1 .(Eu)...

st SUHWRT SMUSET WY WHT 8 ATl .(@9u).. die g1 Do not take
names here. ..(Interruptions).. 3MU&T TIH B ATl . (@aen)... Your time is over.
..(Interruptions).. It is not going on record. ..(Interruptions).. 0 3ffqATe I @G|

(). Y A AUl (e,
st e Y =T (U9E): gRaTE, WX L(SEET).

sft SuwwmERn MY A 98 WIYg ..(@@@u™)..) You made your point, 3md ST
..(@a@e)... Your time is over..(Interruptions)... # @1 &%? ..(JFE).. Prabha
Thakurji, your time is over. ...(Interruptions)... My dear sister, your time is over.
...(Interruptions)... M ¥ fex € MU 98 WEY ..(=@awM)... Only Avinash Rai

Khannaji’s speech will go on record. Nothing else will go on record.

Plight of prisoners of Indian origin lodged in Pakistani jails

s AfEreT I T (ASE): AR, B 9 B A © 5 A 9RdE S
P UMGEE B S H WX B I 5, d9d e, Waod G iR ITh 9=
SR 39 |t 9@l 9§ gl 8 BR uifewd B S ¥ 11 Bfedl 4 Ud Aises
deX AWl Bl g8 W YR $fed & WY W @¥g9eR ' Y@ ¥, 89 W fuww
e FRd Y & S g8 ex fa@n g1 g8l WRA™ TR @1 S A g, S6h
TR # N 9= S¥ WX H S odew fomn ¥ 5 @9 efifeex d'i om @R fiyenm
IR I w;A FH fEl I I b Reme S @ S ote SgEiRme eed
T of SEH Ul b IR H W@ SR fomm F

I e § S o dRe v o €, 9 ¥ ¥ "WRd WeR 9 'Y B
89 TEl dEd, ®l% ASE el dEdl W), § S9$ US| @I q@e @Rl dEdl g,
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(s sffammer @@=

SeH fa@r & pul HRe WRA UG Bl gadl @<l UeH @) fd a4 'H e
FXeb HId & °lC JAR &, diie BH A PRl Bl A Wl

2 & 59 RE $ geAN Se-qd BAR A Sl 8 IEdl g1 9 oex H for W
T 5 11 gow SR 4 AfReW ufewE S SRS @ amW wed gy dHedd
Reds 8 g& €1 3@ d &N Ul 99 d& Tel 9 Add, Al @A qF  qAH
TEl PR AP | 39H S I8 W forar € 5 @S *fedl @ wen w8 gl g,
AfPT IRT AR ST Hfedl B A FT B AN &l B @l B

W, AP HAEFH W 3 WHR A W1 fEeT g fe ufewm S @R @
e &M ST Bfedl F WY FRAT T, SADI BT Adl B, PH H URA AWHR
3P fIU SHd HUR XAIEA Tdd IFIC] S SexHvHd ol 8, RNEH S
4 S P IR Q¥ & BiRE B Y @ S ARy, S99 G @1 WERT
forr <iem =Ry, dife Sd GIY AGdT B UggR g

W, 5 11 Bfedl 3 g8 um forn g Sl e @l AW AR BT
fafrer @eg & M 7 @ T AT W9 |HE 39 99 W E, ST 9W B ged @
Ul SFEMET SY, WY g A8 S9% URAR qrell B BTed BT Ul ol HR) Ui
¥ A 39 Qv @1 e W @Ry

w, § ¥® agm & sl @ won ww 8 o2 STe iR
IR W URT IO AW BT WA fRIT WUl 3w uF W SS9 dfedl 4 uel dedr
fogd gv @er € f& 9gf 9o emex Wt BH dEl SN SR R HRA?

oft Suwumfe: sueT erg® W 8! ATl Those who associated themselves

with him, their names may be added.
sfimeht wmr e (@ uee): WX, ¥F 3d 39 Sood @ 9HdE aRd §
st gk g9 (enfeem): wR, 8 W gHer @A aRd g
sft qEERNT wiee (@Ulle®d): R, &9 S96 Seod B GHAT HRA T

3t sgarR fiE HHAYH (TR URY): WX, A $9$ 39 Seod @ GAdT IR
=l
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SOME HON. MEMBERS: We all associate ourselves with the issue raised by
Shri Avinash Rai Khanna.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri Basawaraj Patil.

Non-admission of students in Ayurvedic college

Mt AR uifed (Fuifed): AFF STV S, WRd ¥ b SN oI

300 ..(FAUM).. 9RA < & SFEX I 300 SMgdfad, FAMN AR FAET b Plere
T (FGF)... 3T Bieloll H T AEM 9 WA Tel e § .(caem)...

SHRI Y.S. CHOWDARY (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, our party Members have been

suspended in the Lok Sabha. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I can suspend you also. You go to your seat.

...(Interruptions)...

it gEERT Ufieer @R, U9 WS ®1 99 % far 7 s W Ws W
(). $d R W Ol gEfud AAe €L (@dU).. Sl gwtud fSurdde ®
...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I can also do that. You can also be thrown out.

Go back to your seats. ...(Interruptions)...

sft quERTST wifieer: 9 M BT B (@9uH).. s dRY fa9eh gad ek
7El BRY L (mam).. S TY Bfcsl Bl AR TR @ L (haE).  Mydfad,

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I will also throw you out. I can throw you out.

Do you want me to do that? Go back to your seats. ...(Interruptions)...

st qUERTST Tifieer: @ gRT SN &fd B e 8, 99 gr fear vl
(FFEE).. § WHR W IUE PRl g b R ddfd wWrey #@A g dfesi Bl
AR YHR (HauE).. or@l faenef, o s W ows ¥, o wiwm & oy, s
W yae feqr Sl L (@@E).. AT § O WReR W AUE BRAl gl ..(FEu).. 300
Bletorst & St faeneft € 96 9 & oar d @1% 3N (@) T § WeR
A UE HRAT Bl ...(HGE)...
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri Namo Narain Meena to lay on the

Table the Supplementary Demands for Grants.
SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS FOR GRANTS (GENERAL) 2013-14

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI NAMO
NARAIN MEENA): Sir, I lay on the Table a statement (in English and Hindi)

showing the Supplementary Demands for Grants (General) for the year 2013-14.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now we will take up clarifications on the
statement by the Minister of Coal. The first name is Dr. V. Maitreyan.

...(Interruptions)...
DR. V. MAITREYAN (Tamil Nadu): Where is the Prime Minister?
... (Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Go to your seat, Shri Chowdary. I can throw

you out also, Mr. Chowdary. ...(Interruptions)...
DR. V. MAITREYAN: Sir, where is the Prime Minister?

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU (Karnataka): Sir, where is the Prime Minister?

...(Interruptions).... Sir, where is the Prime Minister? ...(Interruptions)...
DR. V. MAITREYAN: Sir, where is the Prime Minister?
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You start your speech. He will come.

DR. V. MAITREYAN: No, no; the assurance was that the Prime Minister

would be here. He should first come here.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Why are you doing like this?
DR. V. MAITREYAN: No, no; where is the Prime Minister?

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Dr. Maitreyan, you used your good offices with

them yesterday. Today also, you use your good offices with them. Please do that.
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...(Interruptions)... ~Mr. Chowdary, if I want, I can throw you out.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRI K. N. BALAGOPAL (Kerala): Sir,...(Interruptions)....

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: What happened to you, Mr. Balagopal? CPM
Members never do like this. ...(Interruptions)... Mr. Chowdary, I will give you a
chance. You go and speak from your seat. I will allow you to speak. You go back to
your seat. Not here, you go there. ...(Interruptions).... Now, we will take up Special

Mentions. ...(Interruptions)...
DR. V. MAITREYAN: What happened to the discussion on Coal?

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is one o’ clock. We will have to adjourn for

lunch. ...(Interruptions)... It is going to be one o’ clock. I called Dr. Maitreyan.

DR. V. MAITREYAN: Yes, I am standing. I am ready, but where is the Prime

Minister?

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I am adjourning the House for lunch. After

lunch break, we will continue with the discussion on Coal.

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN (West Bengal): Sir, you said that before lunch

we will take up the discussion on Coal. ...(Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The House is adjourned to meet at 2.30 p.m.

The House then adjourned for lunch

at fifty nine minutes past twelve of the clock.

The House re-assembled after lunch at thirty minutes past two of the clock,

[MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair]

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I have an announcement to make.

...(Interruptions)...Please, listen to me...(Interruptions)...

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU (Karnataka) : Sir, the hon. Prime Minister is

here. So...(Interruptions)...
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE BUSINESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I have to inform the Members that the Business
Advisory Committee, in its meeting held on 23" August, 2013, has decided that the
sitting of the Rajya Sabha, scheduled for Saturday, the 24" August, 2013, may be
cancelled. Accordingly, there will be no sitting of the House on Saturday, the

24" August, 2013.

Now, we will continue with the discussion on coal block allocations.

Dr. V. Maitreyan will seek clarifications from the Minister. ...(Interruptions)...

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PLANNING
(SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, the hon. Coal Minister would
like to give further clarification on the issue. He has got some additional
information. I request you to permit him to further clarify the subject. After that we

can take up the discussion. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Minister, do you want to further clarify the
subject? Okay. You can do that. After that, Mr. Maitreyan will seek his

clarifications...(Interruptions)...

STATEMENT BY MINISTER
CBI investigation into allocation of coal blocks

THE MINISTER OF COAL (SHRI SHRIPRAKASH JAISWAL): Mr. Deputy
Chairman, Sir, as reported by Central Bureau of investigation (CBI), it has registered
3 Preliminary Enquiry cases and 13 FIRs since May, 2012 regarding alleged

irregularities in allocation of coal blocks made since 1993. ...(Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please go back...(Interruptions)...

SHRI SHRIPRAKASH JAISWAL: The CBI after registering the PEs
requisitioned files/documents/ applications/ feedback forms/ agenda forms, etc., in

original from the Ministry of Coal. It would be wrong to describe all these as “files”.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please go back...(Interruptions)...Go back, I am

telling you...(Interruptions)...

SHRI SHRIPRAKASH JAISWAL: So far nearly 769 files/documents/other
papers, etc., in original have been handed over to the CBI for investigation
comprising of as many as 497 files, 163 applications, 40 agenda papers, 10 feedback-
form booklets and 33 miscellaneous documents, running into more than 1,50,000

pages in aggregate.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no. I will be forced to take action against

you...(Interruptions)...Please go back...(Interruptions)... No, no...(Interruptions)...

SHRI SHRIPRAKASH JAISWAL: Also, 26 CDs have been handed over to
them. As investigation progresses, if additional documents are called for by the CBI,
the Ministry would supply them to CBI and, if any document is not readily
available, it shall make every effort to trace and supply the same to the

CBI...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I can understand, you cannot hear. I also cannot
hear...(Interruptions)...What is this? ...(Interruptions)... 1 cannot do

that...(Interruptions)...

SHRI SHRIPRAKASH JAISWAL: In response to the letter of Ministry of Coal
dated 11.07.2013, requesting CBI to indicate list of specific documents which need
to be furnished as well as informing CBI regarding formation of an inter-ministerial
committee for the purpose of locating records/documents, the CBI sent a
consolidated list of documents that were yet to be made available to them vide their
letter dated 14 August 2013. These documents may be broadly classified into:

...(Interruptions)...

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Sir, where are the copies of the

statement?...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Rajeev Shukla, if it is a statement, you have

to give a copy...(Interruptions)...What is the problem? ...(Interruptions)...
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SHRI SHRIPRAKASH JAISWAL: 43 files; 19 applications of coal block
allocates /applicants; 157 applications of private applicant companies who had
applied for allocation of coal blocks prior to 28.06.2004 but have not been allocated

coal blocks; 17 other documents; and clarifications on 9 points.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Minister, if it is a statement, you have to

give a copy...(Interruptions)...What is the problem? ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU (Karnataka): Sir, when the House receives a

copy of the statement only then can we seek clarifications ...(Interruptions)...What

is happening, Sir? ...(Interruptions)...
DR. V. MAITREYAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, where are copies? ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Sir, where are copies? ...(Interruptions)...
sft e woe (RER): WX, Wi @ Sl $8f 82 ...(9EM)...
st arr Rie @ uew): W), WedHe @ Bl Bl 87 .(SATE)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I agree. If it is a statement, copies have to be

given...(Interruptions)...

A sfiuerer SRRETer: W), BiUY Ug" g g1 .(FEuE).. W), BiUe ug™ g
gl . (Haem)...

DR. V. MAITREYAN: Sir, how can I seek clarifications without a copy of the

statement? ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no. Wait, wait. Let me deal with it

...(Interruptions)...
SHRI SHRIPRAKASH JAISWAL: Sir, should I continue? ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yes...(Interruptions)...You go ahead.

...(Interruptions)...Now, please go back to your seats. ...(Interruptions)...
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SHRI SHRIPRAKASH JAISWAL : Sir, ...(Interruptions)... "

The position regarding the above is as under:

Of the 43 files, 21 have already been handed over to the CBI, 15 are available
for handing over and CBI has been requested to collect the same. Efforts are being

made to locate the rest 7 files.

Out of 19 applications, 3 applications have already been made available
to CBI. The remaining 16 applications along with 157 applications

mentioned above are being searched.

Out of the 17 other documents, 06 have been supplied, 02 are available

for handing over and 09 are being searched.

Moreover, the clarifications sought in nine cases would be made

available to the CBI shortly.

A detailed letter stating the latest status has been sent on 22.08.2013 to CBI

in response to their letter of 14 August, 2013.

With regard to the reports that a very large number of files are reportedly
missing, the fact of the matter is that 497 files have already been handed over to
CBI. As indicated above, only 7 files remain to be made available to CBI as on date.

The balance is copies of applications and other connected documents.

For the purpose of tracing these records, I had on 11 th July, 2013 constituted
an Inter-Ministerial Committee under the chairmanship of Additional Secretary (Coal)
with representatives from Ministries/Departments of Power, Steel, Industrial Policy
& Promotion as well as Coal India Ltd. (CIL) and Central Mine Planning and
Development Institute Ltd. (CMPDIL). It is possible that many of these papers are
available in the records of the various Ministries/ Departments and government
bodies such as Ministry of Power, Ministry of Steel, Central Electricity Authority,
and the Central Mine Planning & Design Institute Limited that were associated in

the process of coal block allocations. The mandate given to the committee is to

* Laid on the Table.
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examine and review non-availability of any file or document and suggest appropriate
action for locating the same. The committee has held three meetings so far and
requested the members to locate the copies of documents/applications in their
respective organizations. It is possible that some of these could be located and

handed over to the CBI in the next few days.

To conclude, I would like to say that firstly, it would be wrong to classify any
file or document as missing at this stage when an inter-ministerial committee is
actively engaged in locating these papers. Secondly, it would be wrong to say that
a large number of files are missing as there are only a handful of files yet to be
located and handed over to the CBI. Thirdly, if we are finally unable to locate some
papers, the Government will ensure that due investigations are carried out and
guilty brought to book. ...(Interruptions)...No; please go back to your seats.
...(Interruptions)... 1 will have to take action against you. I will be forced to take
action. ...(Interruptions)... Please go back. Please go back. ...(Interruptions)... You
keep quiet. ...(Interruptions)... Hon. Members, I want to make a request. Please
persuade them; otherwise, I will be forced to take action. I will invoke Rule 255.
...(Interruptions)... 1 will invoke Rule 255. T have no other way. ...(Interruptions)...

No, no; ...(Interruptions)...

DR. V. MAITREYAN: We are not for Rule 255. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You want to seek clarifications, and you don’t
want me to take action! Why not? ...(Interruptions)... You see, on the one hand...

...(Interruptions)...

DR. V. MAITREYAN: They have created the problem. They should solve it.

We are not here to help the Government. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Venkaiahji,... ... (Interruptions)... The House
wanted a discussion and clarifications on the coal issue, and you don’t want me to
take action against them! What is the meaning of that? ...(Interruptions)... 1 want

your cooperation to take action against them. ...(Interruptions)...
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DR. V. MAITREYAN: No, Sir. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Then, how can you have a discussion?

...(Interruptions)... You want the discussion... ... (Interruptions)...

DR. V. MAITREYAN: It is their problem. The problem is created by them, and

they have to solve it. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no; it is the responsibility of the Chair also.
It is not up to them only. It is for the Chair also. ...(Interruptions)... No, no; this is.

5

...(Interruptions)...
DR. V. MAITREYAN: No Rule 255 at any point of time. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I have to take action. What do you say?
...(Interruptions)... Noj; it is Chair’s prerogative. ...(Interruptions)...I don’t want. It is
Chair’s prerogative. Rule 255 is Chair’s prerogative. ...(Interruptions)... But I want

the cooperation and support of the House. ...(Interruptions)...
DR. V. MAITREYAN: We are not for it. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Then, how will you have the discussion? You
want the discussion, the Prime Minister is here. He is ready to reply. You want a
reply from him; you do not want to take action against them! ...(Interruptions)...

This is* ...(Interruptions)... You go back; I will take action. ...(Interruptions)..
SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN (West Bengal): No Rule 255. ...(Interruptions)...
DR. V. MAITREYAN: No Rule 255, Sir. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I am requesting you ...(Interruptions)... 1 will
invoke Rule 255. ...(Interruptions)... Please go out. I will invoke Rule 255.
...(Interruptions)... I am requesting you to go back. Don’t make me to invoke Rule
255. ...(Interruptions)... This is my request. ...(Interruptions)... Maitreyanji, request
them to go back. ...(Interruptions)... 1 am requesting the hon. leaders on this side to

persuade them to go back. ...(Interruptions)... See, I am helpless. ...(Interruptions)...

* Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: There is no question of persuading them.

...(Interruptions)...

DR. V. MAITREYAN: The problem was created by the Government. It is for

them to find a solution.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no, no. ...(Interruptions)...

DR. V. MAITREYAN: They created the problem, and we will solve it! Give us
the power; then, we will solve it. ...(Interruptions)... Hand over the power to us; we

will solve it. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I am sorry; I am helpless; I am not hearing you.

...(Interruptions)...

DR. V. MAITREYAN: We are not for Rule 255. We take a strong objection to

Chair’s invoking Rule 255. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: The Government is responsible for this.

...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Why? ...(Interruptions)... You want discussion;
you want reply from the Prime Minister, and you don’t want me to take action

against them. This is* ...(Interruptions)... You are having” . ...(Interruptions)...

DR. V. MAITREYAN: The Prime Minister is silent on this issue also.

...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No; I am sorry. ...(Interruptions)... I am sorry. 1

cannot put up with this” ...(Interruptions)... The House is adjourned for 30 minutes.
The House then adjourned at forty minutes past two of the clock.
The House reassembled at nine minutes past three of the clock,

[MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair.]

* Expunged as ordered by the Chair
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yes, Dr. Maitreyan. ...(Interruptions)...Dr.

Maitreyan, please continue. ...(Interruptions)...

sft RET WA (SR ULY): WX, BN JSX H &l T . (WAUH).. 99 dB
TS ffSY # W&l BN, d9 dd FIRMGGIT BT R BGRIGT . (FGHH).. WX, SaH
gHIcve fqwr g1 . (=aem)...

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU (Karnataka): How can we seek clarifications
without a statement. ...(Interruptions)... There is nothing in this statement.

...(Interruptions)... The Prime Minister should make a statement. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The PM will intervene. ...(Interruptions)...

The PM will intervene. ...(Interruptions)... No; no. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: The Prime Minister should make a statement,
only then we can seek clarifications. ...(Interruptions)... It is a futile exercise.
...(Interruptions)... It is a futile exercise. ...(Interruptions)... The Prime Minister

should make a statement. ...(Interruptions)...

sft RET Sl WX, W9 db BSW JifeX H AEl BN . (EUM).. WX, TS
ar Sy # ' wifewl saw swicve g3y € ok ERw offer H TE €
..(CTIET)...

DR. V. MAITREYAN (Tamil Nadu): We want the Prime Minister to make a
statement. ...(Interruptions)... We want the Prime Minister to make a statement.

...(Interruptions)...

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS AND THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PLANNING
(SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA): The PM is here to intervene. ...(Interruptions)... The

PM is here to intervene. ...(Interruptions)...

sft R WA IR TS 3fEX #H FE] 8 ol ..(FGHH)... Tg A9y
B HEA BT B T . (HAEM)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I will take action. ...(Interruptions)...
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sft UpTeT MASHY  (FERTE): WA R HAl HEl B2 . (FGHH)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Why should I talk your voice?
...(Interruptions)... ...(Interruptions)... I have allowed you everything.

...(Interruptions)... 1 am not the Government. ...(Interruptions)...

DR. V. MAITREYAN: We want the PM to make a statement, Sir.

...(Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Dr. Maitreyan, you can try. ...(Interruptions)...

DR. V. MAITREYAN: We want the Prime Minister to clarify first.
...(Interruptions)... We have no faith in the statement made by the Coal Minister.

...(Interruptions)... We want the Prime Minister to clarify. ...(Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: What can I do? ...(Interruptions)...

DR. V. MAITREYAN: When the Coal Minister himself is ...(Interruptions)...

How can we rely on him? ...(Interruptions)...

Y R JTATT: Ig GO B HA BT HH & fH BRI Bl SfSY H oG
...(STTET). .

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Let me say something. ...(Interruptions)...
Allow me to say something. ...(Interruptions)... Allow me to say something.
...(Interruptions)... Please allow me to say something. ...(Interruptions)... Mr.
Ramesh, please allow me to say something. ...(Interruptions)... Dr. Maitreyan,
...(Interruptions)... Dr. Maitreyan, ...(Interruptions)... Maitreyanji,
...(Interruptions)... Maitreyanji, ...(Interruptions)... Please sit down.
...(Interruptions)... Please sit down. ...(Interruptions)...  Please, I request you.
...(Interruptions)... Please, 1 request you. ...(Interruptions)... Hon. Members,
standing here, please allow me to speak for two minutes. ...(Interruptions)... Please
allow me to speak for two minutes, I am requesting you. ...(Interruptions)... 1 am
requesting you to allow me for two minutes. ...(Interruptions)... Please, please.

...(Interruptions)...
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Hon. Members, I am really pained and hurt. As the Deputy Chairman,
chairing most of the time, I ...(Interruptions)... Please, I am humbly requesting you
as a friend. ...(Interruptions)... 1 genuinely and sincerely want to run the House.
And, I think, the views of every section of the House are always considered by the
Chair. Hon. Members are given maximum opportunity. It was the demand of this
House. I know hon. Maitreyan wanted a discussion on the issue of missing coal
files. Every party ...(Interruptions)... Please let me complete; I am on my legs. The
main Opposition party wanted it. Other parties wanted it. And, the Chair tried to
facilitate that discussion. ...(Interruptions)... Please, please. As a friend, I am
requesting you. ...(Interruptions)... The Chair wanted to facilitate that discussion.
We started the discussion on other day; and, there was a demand that the hon.
Prime Minister should be here to intervene. That was also agreed to. The Chair
requested the Government and the Government considered it. Hon. Prime Minister,
I am told, had other engagements, especially an engagement with some international
dignitaries. Yet, on the request of the House, on the demand of the House, hon.
Prime Minister is present here, despite other difficulties. And, two Members, only
two Members...(Interruptions)... Please, please. ...(Interruptions)... Yes, you
represent them. ...(Interruptions)... Please, please. ...(Interruptions)... Two hon.
Members...(Interruptions)... I know you represent Andhra Pradesh. You represent
crores of people. I know that. For that, I have respect for you. There is no
problem about it. Two hon. Members are obstructing the proceedings of the House.
Actually, they are taking the House to a ransom. And, those who wanted a
discussion, those who wanted the hon. Prime Minister to be here are not supporting
me in taking action against them. This is my agony. What should I do? Please tell
me. Kindly tell me. ...(Interruptions)... I will have to adjourn the House. There is
no other way. ...(Interruptions)... 1 will have to adjourn the House. There is no
other way. ...(Interruptions)... If the House, at least, the majority of the House,
agrees with me in taking action under rule 255, I can run the House.
...(Interruptions)... 1 can run the House only, if only the House lends me support in
taking action against them under rule 255; otherwise, I will have to adjourn the

House. ...(Interruptions)... What do you say? ...(Interruptions)...
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AN HON. MEMBER: Sir, take action. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I am going to adjourn the House for the day.
I have no other way. ...(Interruptions)... 1 have no other way. ...(Interruptions)...

The House is adjourned to meet on Monday, the 26th August, 2013, at 11.00 a.m.

...(Interruptions)...

The House then adjourned at seventeen minutes past three of the clock till

eleven of the clock on Monday, the 26th August, 2013.



